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TO THE 


REA DER: 


Long Retirement in the Country ba- 
ving afforded me many Hours of 
. leifure, I confidered that I could 

not Poteonploy them better than‘mgtving an En- 
glifh Drefs to this Part of the Works of 

Boers, intituled, OF the Confolation 
of ‘Philofophy. 

Chaucer, the antient Poet of our Na- 
tion, was the firft whom I find to have 
astempted a Tranflation of this Book into 
our Tongue: but that is now almoft as un- 
intelligible to the Englifh Reader as the Orie 
ginal is; the Alterations of ow Language, 
baich she ss [aid, before’ any ‘of on r Country- 

‘men, ta have endeavoured to sf, baving 

‘eon ” many and great since. the times in 
which he flourifhed. I have aifo feen two 

yo eter 


= 
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other Tranflations, the one of them publifbed 
in the Year 1609. The other only of four 
Books in that of 1674, imprinted at Ox- 
ford: and though I fhall not cenfure either 
of them, I may modefily fay, that I Jee no- 
thing in them which may. hinder me from 
offering one to the Publick which may be 
more correct. | 

In this. fmall..but moft. admirable. Book 
are to be found great Variety of Learnig, 
many weighty Sentences, much well-digefted 
Morality, and exact Rules for Life. This, 
andthe other Works of our Author, _ fhew bim 
to have been a Man of comprebenjive Learn- 
ing, and of great Piety and Devotion ; and 
bis Conftancy im. Suffering makes him: ap 
pear to have been of as great. Vertue and 
Courage. 

Fe fell. into idl. 'Times,. living when the 
Roman Empire was juft expiring, being 
brought to its Period by the violent Irrup- 
tions of feveral. Northern Nations. which flom- 
ed down upon tt tthe an impetuous ‘Torrent ; 
whofe Force was not to be refifted, but. did 
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carry all things before it; it being then the 
Cuftom of thofe People who lived North 
wards, beyond the Rhine and the Danow, 
born in an healthful and prolifick Climate, 
to abandon their native Countries when they 
were over-ftockd, (as they often happened to 
be) and to feck new Habitations. 

By this Means the Face of Italy (and in- 
deed of a great Part of Europe) was over- 
fpread with Barbarifm; Arts and Civility 
were. buried in their own Ruines, and all 
was fubjected to the Will and Violence of bloody 
Conquerors. 

Inthe worft of thefe Times this good Man 
endeavoured to maintain the Rights of bis 
Country, and was the great Supporter of that 
fmall Part of the Roman Liber 5) which re- 
mained, defiring nothing more than to fee it 
one day reftored : but it was not the Pleafure 
of Fleaven to grant his Defire ; it rather 
thought fit to permit him to falli into the Fdands 
of bis Tormentors, whofe Per -fecutions and Cru- 
elties only ended with bis Life, and under the 
more barbarous Treatment of thofe who gave 


A 3 a 








vi The PRE FAGE, 


a Liberty.to their Tongues (as appeareth in [e- 
veral Parts of this Book) to traduce.and Vi- 
l i us afflicted Vertue, to debafe and decry 
his Sufferigs, who handléd} his Wounds with- 
out Compaffion ; and who, by ftabbing bis. 
Fame and mi Weihe more criminal 
than thofe partial: Judges who condemned him 
to. Death, and more bloody than ‘thofe Exe- 
cutioners who acked the Tragedy upon his Bo- 
dy, 7 
Fience it «6 that we may find lim to have 
been the Subject of Reflection and Difcourfe 
to the Affemblies of the Pretenders to Policy, 
the Engutrers after and Tellers : News, who 
were ene) aly +4 ie and Fools of bis 
County ‘y 3 and of thofe mean-[pirited Men who 
being at a Dillane fr om the Dangers and Mif- 
fortunes with which he was opprefs? d, thought 
they might Jofel pas a Cenfure upon bia Shion 
and Carri ages like & ‘Jowersplowing upon 
his Back and pine their Furrows long; 
ey oe at bis Expence, advance a little Tro- 
phy of ‘Keputations to rhemfelves, by pretend- 
mz, perhaps, that ther Demeanour fhould 
have 
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have been with more Firmne/s if. they. had 
been in las Circumftances, when moft of them 
had not Souls, palit to thmk upon what he 
with Conftancy and Bravery did endure.’. -.. 

It is true that this way of treating Unfor- 
tunate, though Good Men, as ‘¢ hod. Be- 
ginning long before the ‘umes of Boetius, fo 
daily Experience foes that it hath been, care- 
fully. continued. fince, even. to our own, and 
will be carried on, doubilefs, till all things 
{hall have an End. 

Fle from whom Fortune bath withdrawn 
her kinder Influences, and upon whom thofe 
who, under God, govern the World do not 
think fit to fhine, whatever his Merits may 
have been before, will find bimfelf expofed to 
all the Injurtes which bis Superiours, Equals or 
Inferiours fhall think good to heap upon bim: 
He becometh a Reproof to all his Ene- 
mies, but efpecially amongit his Neigh- 
bonrs ; ; his Kinsfolks and ‘Acquaintance 
ftand far off him, and (are. afraid. of 
him ; and they who fee him without 
do conyey themfelves from him:, He 
A 4 be- 
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becomes like a broken Veflel, andis 


clean forgotten, like a dead Man out 
of Mind: He heareth the Blafphemy 
of the Multitude, (which 1s always as ill- 
grounded as it is loud) and the Drunkards 
make Songs upon him. So that the Ob- 
fervation made by the ingenious and learned 
Mr..Dryden, in his Dedication before: the 
Tranflation-of Juvenal, pag. 35, &36- 
appears to be very juft, whichis, that amongst 
Men, thofe who are profperoufly unjuft .are 
entituled to'a Panegyrick, but afflitted Ver= 
tue is infolently ftabbed with all manner of 
Reproaches: No Decency is confidered; no 
Fulfomne/s is omitted, no Venom is wanting fo 
far a Dulie/s can fupply it 5 for there is a 
perpetual Dearth of Wit, and Barrenne/s of 
good Senfe and Entertainment. 

But thefe are the ordinary Turns of Pro- 
vidence, to which all Men ought to fubmit ; 
as thofe who are endowed with ‘Piety and good 
Senfe do with Willingne/s, ever making the 
right Ufe of them, without being furprized 
at them; becanfe they know that that Elappi- 
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nefs is only to be found within tkemfelves, 
which others fo anxioufly hope and feek for 
> from foreign Objeéts. 

This makes the port of Evils, Banifhment 
or Death, tobe endured with Chearfulnefs by 
Men of great Souls, they knowing that the 
Perfecution of this World is to be the laft 
Proof of their Patience and Fidelity ; and that 
when that is at an end, their Vertue fhall be 
rewarded and crewned. 

It now remains that I acquaint the Reader 
with the Defign of thts Book, and alfo that I 
fay fomething concerning my Performance 
upon. tt. | 

Our Philofopher here attempts to bring 
Man: to a true Underftanding of the Sove- 
reign Good of lumane Minds; for fome time 
after the Creation of the World he lived, and 
acted accordmg to the Divine Rules and the 
Law of Nature: but beg fallen ito a State 
of Sin-and Impiety, he foon loft all bis natu- 
ral and glorious Idea’s and Forms, and was no 
longer cherifhed withthe kind Favours and 
Influences. of Fleaven: as before he had been. 

Yet 
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Yet notwithftandmg this unbappy. Change, 
Vice had not fo far obtain'd over Vertue, but 
humane Nature ftill had a Knowledg (though 
mich fainter) of God, ityfearched after him 
who gave to tta Being, and.wrged it felf on 
to de efire and purfue Flat ppinefs. From hence 
it came to pafs, that the Sages and Phuilofo- 
phers of feveral: Ages differed mitch in their 
Upimions concerning the Summum Bonum, 
or Sovereign Good, or Happinefs of humane 
Nature, as may be feen by their Writings, 
and the Eliffort ies Which make mention of bhéiis F 
witch. Opi i015 I need not now to enumerate, 
they being fo well known. But we, whom 
God bath j leffed with greater and more cer- 
tain Lights than Nature could afford, do now 
know well that:our Flap! appine fs can confift mno 
ther thing than in tts Union with the Eternal 
seth This being the highe/t Pei ‘fection of 
our Souls, it oucht to mcite us to pur{ue Vvigo- 
roufly oo Ex sulted sand Seraphick a State of 
f ife 3 whichileads 1s to thofe Feiicittes which 
this ai canmot [bew.  Boetius therefore 
} us plamly, that there ts 
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no fubftantial Faappine/s in this World; that 
Riches, Flonours, worldly Glory, or Pomp, 
can afford us none, but rather that we are tra- 
yelled with Uneafine/s and Inguietude amidst 
our largeft Enjoyments ; that we can never 
be fatisfied with any thing below that Eternal 
and Immortal Good which hath left fome Im- 
preffions of 4 felf upon every Creature; and 
that we muft ftrongly endeavour to fettle our 
felves in the happy Condition of a Conjunétion 
with the Eternal Bemg, and not ftop. in the 
Pur{uit of it by reprefenting to our felves that 
bumane Life 1s\ full of Miferies, that inno- 
cent Vertue is afflicted and diftreffed, and that 
Wickedne/s is triumphant, and Impiety pro- 
fberous. . Weare advifed. by him alfo to con fi- 
der that. God, whoever hath ruled, and will 
yulethe World, will at laft do Fuftice to thofe 
who have lived according to bis Precepts, and 
have» been juft and righteous, however they 
may have been perfecuted ; and that he will 
fhew in his owntime that he maketh great Dif- 
ference betwixt them, sand thofe who have of- 
fended him by tran[greffing bis Laws, : 
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It is here alfo fhewn, that Death it felf, 
which feems fo terrible to our Natures, doth 
only, after the Fatigues and Travels of the 
Day of Life, lay us, as it were, at Night to 
fleep, that fo our high and noble Faculties may 
be awaken’ d to the Participation and Enjoyment 
of amore ferene, free and happy Eftate, which 
the Misfortunes of this World cannot affect, 
and which fhall never have an End, 

This-J take to be the Sum of what i con- 
tained in this Book of Boetius. 

I am now to advertife the Reader, that in 
my Tranflation Ihave followed the Editions of 
Wallinus, and that’ of the Sieur Cally for 
the Ufe of the Dolphin, becaufe I take them 
to be the moft correct of any of thofe which 
T have feen.. In the Armotations alfo I have 
moftly followed them, becaufe I have found 
them very learned and exatt; but when I 
have made ufe of them, I have very much 
contratted them. I forefee too, that it may 
be objected, that in them I Seem to affect bor 
rowed Learning, (which mdeed I donot, nor 
ever did) and ‘that thofe Stories out of the 
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Poets and Mythologifts, which {well the Vo- 
lume, might have been omitted, becaufe they 
ave commonly known. ‘Tothis I anfwer, that 
I did not make this Tranflation for the Learn- 
ed, and that by Confequence could not intend 
to inform them, by my Notes and Iluftrations, 
of any thing which they did not know before ; 
byt that J did think they might be mftrucisve 
to the Englifh Reader, and might make the 
Senfe of the Book more plain and pleafant to 
him, for whofe Ufe alone both the one and the 

other were defigned. | 
I know that Fault will. alfo be found with 
the Liberty which I have taken in rendring of | 
the Verfe, and. with my own’ Additions which 
ave in fome Places made. Lo this I muft re- 
turn, that I have endeavoured, . as well in 
tranflating the Profe as Verfe, not to omit any 
partof the Author's Senfe ; and, to the beft 
of my Underftanding, I am fure I have not : 
but, I think, fince thofe Tranflations are al- 
lowed by all Mento be flat .and infipid, where 
the Words. of the Author are too clofely fol- 
lowed, it muft then.beneceffary that fomething 
| fhor ld 
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fhould be added or alter’d by the Tranflator to 


heighten them, and to give them a more grate- 
ful Tafte, which ts all Ihave pretended todo 
But I muft leave it to others to judg how well 
or bow ill I have performed this. 

I have alfo rendred fome Metres into blank 
Verfe, which may feem to fome Readers to 
be an Effeét of Lazine/s: But let the Cen- 
furers confult the Grigoial, and they will fmd 
that where-ever I have done it, the Subjett 
and the Nature of the Metre 1 [uch, «that 
the Author's Senfe could. not be clearly’ ex- 
preffed in the more confin'd way of Rithme. 
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BOETIUS. 


NICIUS MANLIUS SEVERI- 
NUS BOETIUS was defcended from 
%& an antient and noble Family, many of 
his Anceftors having been Senators and Con- 
fuls, and was born at Rome in that tume when 
Auguftulus, the laft of the Roman Emperors, 
(having for Fear refign’d the Empire) was ba- 
nifh’d, and Odoacer King of the Herulians began 
to reign in Italy, about the Year of Chrift 
‘CDLXXV, ora little after. His Grandfather 
eems to have been BOE TIUS, a Confular 
Man, who was Captain of the Guards tp Va- 
lentinian, and accompanied Aetivs, that valiant 
Commander, in all his Expeditions, equally 
fharing with him his Labours and Victories ; 
and futter’d for his fake when he was kill’db 
the Hand of the Emperor, who envy’d his 
Fame, and fear’d his Valour; with whom the 
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Life, Safety, and Majefty of the Weftern Em- 
pire expired. His Father was ANICIUS 
MANLIUS FLAVIUS BOETIUS, 
Son of BOETIUS,. mention’d above, who 
was Conful in the Year CDLXXXVII. He dy- 
ing when his Son wasan Infant, his Friends and 
Relations took care of his Education, and fent 
him to Athens, where he not only attain’d to a 
perfect underftanding of the Greek ‘Tongue, 
but alfo of Philofophy, and of all other kinds 
of Sciences. Nor did he fpend many Years in 
thofe Studies, but with a wonderful Quicknefs 
he perfected himfelf in the Knowledg of all 
Arts and Dufciplines: Therefore returning 
young to Rome, he foon became the Admirati- 
onof allthere, and in fhort time was advanc’d 
to the chief Dignities of his Country. Firft 
he-was admitted into the Rank of Senators : 
Next he obtain’d the Confulate : and laft of 
all, was made Malter of the Offices. He had 
two Wives, the one nam’d He/pes ; the other 
Rufticiana: The firft was a Sicilian by Birth; 
her Father’s Name was Feflws, at that time 
Chief of the Senate. Her Vertues, and the 
Endowments of her Mind, far exceeded her. 
Beauty and Fortune: She excell’d in Poetry, 
and writ according to the moft exact Rules of 
it, accompanying her Husband as a fweet and | 
infpiring Genius, whilft he compos’d fome of | 
his immortal W orks. He defired much to have | 
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had Iffue by her, and perform’d the laft Offices 
to her in the following Verfes, which exprefs 
with Paffion his Conjugal Affection. 


HELP ES dittafui,Sicule Regions Alama, 
Quam procul a patria, Conjagis egit amor, 
Quo fine, meta dies, nox anxia, fiebilis hora, 

Nee folumCaro, fed Spiritus unus erat. 
Lux mea non'claufa eft, tali remanente marite, 
Majorique anime, parte Super fies ero, 
Porticibus facris, tam nunc peregrina quicco, 
‘fudicis eterni teftificata'l hronum, 
iNVe qua manus Buftum violet, nift forte jugalis, 


Flac iterum cupiat jungere membra [uis. 


Ut ThalamiC. umulig; comes, nec morte revellar, . 


Et focios vite nectat uterque Cinis. 
In Englifh thus ; 


Led by the Charms of my kind Lord I came 
doRome, Sicilian HELPES was my Name. 
My Days, Nights, Hours pe did with Pleafure crown, 
Oxe were our Bodies, and our Souls were one. 
Though forc’d from hence, I do my Fate furvive, 
Whilst till my nobler Part ix him doth live. 

A Stranger in this facred Porch I lie, 

And of th’ Eternal Fudg I teftify. 

O let no Hand invade my Tomb, uantefs 

My Lord would mingle this my Duft with bis : 

As once one Bed, then {bould we have one Grave, 

And I in both fhowd him my much-lov'd Partner 
dave, a Fis 
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vow’d perpetual Chaftity, and aflociated her 
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His other Wife. was RUSTICIAN A, 
Daughter to Quintus Aurelius Memius Symma- 
chas, who was alfo Chief of the Senate, and 
Conful in the Year CDXXCY. By her he had 
many Children, two of which were Confuls, 
vizws QUINTUS ANICIVS SY MM A- 
CHVS, and ANICIUS MANLIVS 


- SEVERINVUS, BOELTIOS. -m the Year 


DXXII. this bearing the Name of his Father, 
the other of his Grandfather. Boetiws well con- 
fidering that Symmachus, his Father-in-law, . be- 
ing without Heirs-male, he fhou’d doa grate- 
ful. thing to him if he gave his Name to his 
eldeft Son by his Daughter. Vis likely that 
his Wealth was not fmall, becaufe (befides that 
he owns in his Writings, that he liv’d in great 
Plenty and Splendour,and that he had an Abun- 
dance and Affluence of all worldly things) his 
Father fupported the honourable Office of ,the 
Confulate ; and his Grandfather, in the moft 
difficult times of the Empire, commanded the 
Pretorian Bands. Nor was he only confidera- 
bie. by his. Patrimony, for he hada great Ac- 
ceffion to his Fortune by his Wife RUSTIC L. 
AN A, to whom (and her Sons) the whole 
Eftate of Sywmachus did defcend, fince Galla, 
the other Daughter of Syamachus, upon. the 
Deathsof her Husband, who died young, foon 
after the time of his. Confulfhip was expir’d, 


{elf 


T he Life of Boetius. ~ xix 


felf to the Veftals. To thefe Ornaments of 
Birth and Fortune Nature added alfo the confi- 
derable Faculties of Speaking and Writing; 
in which he fo excell’d, that himfelf acknow- 
ledges the firft ; and that the fecond was not 
wanting to him, will appear to any one who 
examines what he has written upon the feveral 
Subjects of Mathematicks, Logick and Divini- 
ty: But this Divine Work of the Confolation of 
Philofophy doth far exceed the reft, for it abounds 
in various and difficult Arguments, and yields 
many choice Sentences and Rulesof Life. Up- 
on every Subject which he attempts he does fo 
acquit himfelf, that none can be faid to have 
taught more accurately, to have prov’d more 
irrefragably, or to have illuftrated with more 
Perfpicuity. To be fhort, he had fo much 
Strength of Soul and Thought, and he fhew’d 
fo much Judgment inall his Managements, tha 

even a moft knowing Prince fear’d his Parts ; 
and his Vertues and Integrity became his Crime, 
and wrought his Ruine. ‘Phefe were the Caufes 
of his Banifhment and Death: With thefe he 
ftudied to defend the good, and to curb and 
reftrain ill Men; whenever it was in his Power: 
For whilft he fuftain’d the Dignity of Mafter 
of the Offices (it being dangerous for him then 
to refufe todo fo) he was made Prefident of the 
Council, to whom it belong’d to overfee the 
Difcipline of the Palace ; and being Partaker 
| a 2 of 
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of many of the Secrets of his Prince, wascall’d 
often to advife him in his weightielt Affairs of 
State ; and on all thefe Occafions he gave great 
Proofs of his Abilities and inviolable Equity. 
Amonegft other of his generous and good Acti- 
ons he defended Paulinus and <Albinus, both 
Confulars, and the Senate it felf, with the rich 
Province of Campania, againit the Rapine and 
Violence of King Theodorick, Cyprian, Triguilla 
and ,Covigaft; and alfo againit the devouring 
Avarice ot the Captain of the Guards, and other 
barbarous Spoilers. By thefe Proceedings he 
became the Objeét of ill Mens Hate, and in- 
curr’d alfo the Difpleafure of the King. But at 
this very tume the Orthodox Emperor ‘fu/lzz, 
fuceeeding to Avaflafivs the Arian likea new 
Sun, enlightned the Oriental Regions with the 
Light of the true Faith: He confirm’d that 
Peace which was defir’d by Theodorick King of 
the Gothes, who then (Odoacer being’ flain) 
reign’d in Italy. He having reconcil’d the 
Church of Cox/tantinople, and alfo feveral others, 
to Hormifda Bilhop of Rome, did immediately, 
by his Edi€t, banifh all Arians, except the 
Gothes, out of the Eaftern Empire. ‘Theodo- 
vick the Goth was troubled at this AGtion above 
meafure ; however he diffembled his Refent- 
ment, when behold three Informers, Men of 
def{perate Fortune, and worfe Lives, Gauden- 
tius and Opilio, tor feveral Offences being con- 

~ demn’d 
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demn’d to Banifhment, and Bafiliws lately dif- 
mifs’d from being Steward of the King’s Houfe- 
hold, and alfo much indebted, apply to the King 
and accufe BOETIUS, for that he fhould hin-' 
der an Informer from bringing in his Witnelles 
to prove the whole Senate guilty of ‘Treafon ; 
that he declar’d his Defign, by feveral Letters, 
of reftoring the Liberty of Italy; and that he 
had endeavour’d to raite himfelf to Honours by 
magical Arts, and other unlawful Means. Theo- 
dorick jealous, as all are, of the Rights and Safety 
of his Crown, and fearing too that if the true 
Religion {hould be afferted, the Romans, being 
more addicted to Fu/fiz, would attempt fome 
Great thing, and knowing that what was done 
in the Eaft againit the Arians, was done at the 
Requeft and in favour of Hormifda and the Se- 
nate of Rome, did give ready Faith to thofe Ac- 
cufers, and immediately fent them to the Se- 
nate at Rome, from which Place this good Man 
was then far diftant, where they were to pre- 
fent their Accufations, and to declare that the 
Lives and Safety of the Prince, and of all the 
Gothes, were now in great Jeopardy : So, to 
the Grief of all good Men, tlie innocent Boetz- 
us; abfent, unheard, and undefended, was con- 
demned to Death, andto Profcription. But the 
King fearing that Juftice and all the World 
would have but too good Caufe of Offence a- 
gaintt him if this Man fhould dic, he’changed. 
- a 3 his 
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his Sentence from Death to Banifhment, that fo 
he might be a Terror to other People ; and he 
might - {till have him in his Power to ake a’ 'Sa- 
crifice of when his barbarous Soul fhould thirft 
after Blood. ‘Therefore in the Year DX XII. he 


ha 


as banifh’d to Milam, or (as others fay) he 
was confin’d to Ticinum, now Pavia; and all 
his Friends and Relations were forbid to accom- 
pany himon his way, or to follow him thither. 
Being in that Placevhe writ this choice Piece of 
the Confolation of Philofophy, that he might in it 
declare his Ur mocence to Pofterity. Whilft this 
learned and good Man was employed upon this 
Work, and end eavouring to reftore unto him- 
felf, by Phi hilolophy, that Contentment and Qui- 
st of which his Enemies, by their Infults and 
Injuries, had deprived him, Jaffe, in the Year 
DXXIV, did ee omulgate an Edict ou the 
Arians, by which he commanded Ome 10Ut ex- 
‘ hee ng even the Gothes) that allthe Bifhops of 


hat Opinion - fhould be depofed, and that their 


‘Chur ches fhould be confecrate according to the 


true Chriftian Form. Ihe Gothes being o every 


where Bsc at d trom all Parts, apply’d them- 
felves to Theodarick. Fle firtt by Letters treats 
with jafin to reftore them to their Liberties 
and Privileges: But when he tound he madeno 
Progrefs by. that way, he defign’d an Embafly, 
and would make it more fplendid and -weighty 


by the Dignity of the Perfons to be fent. » “‘fohz 
the 


LE 


the Bifhop of Rome, [which before that time 
was never done] and with him four of the Con- 
fular and Patritian Orders were fent upon this 
Occafion, and were commanded to addrefs to 
the Emperor, to repeal that Edi&, by which 
he had exterminated. the Arians ; which if he 
did not fpeedily do, then to declare that he 
would deftroy Italy with Fire and Sword. The 
Ambafladors at their Arrival at Con/tantinople 
were receiv’d with all Refpect and Joy, the 
Emperor, People and Clergy, going in Pro- 
ceflion to meet them : ‘ohn the Bifhop goiag 


to the Church took the upper Hand, and fitting 


on the Throne on the right Hand, he celebrated 
the Day of the Refurreétion of our Saviour after 


the Roman Ufe, and crown’d Ffuftiz the Em-: 


peror. Theodorick did. not well digeft. thofe 
great Honours done to his Ambafladors, but he 
did not exprefs his Difcontent till the Gothes by 
their Letters complain’d to him, that fohw, in 
contempt of his InftruCtions, had confecrated 
the Arian Churches after the Roman way. Then 
believing himfelf not only contemn’d but in- 
jur’'d, he began to rage and threaten, and to 
meditate Revenge. Nor did he long confider 
ofthe way: For onthe tenth of the Kalends of 
November, in the.Year of Chrift DXXV. [and 
of his Banifhment the fourth] by a Sword he. 
open’d the way of Immortality to boerias, There 
want not fome who fay, that the King raging 
a 4 much 
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much when he heard the News from Conjlanti- 
wople, cid not, as before, think this a feigned, 
but did now believe it as a real and true Confpi- 
racy: And that he did admonifh Boetius by the 
Tribune (to whom he had committed the Exe- 
eution) that if he did defire or hope for Mercy 
at his Hands; he would difclofe the whole Trea- 
fon inall its Methods and Circumftances.. But 
he (ashe might well do) infifting upon his In- 
nocence, receiv’d the fatal Blow. Asto what 
relates to Sywmachus, *tisreported that he was 
fent for to Raverna, and was there long deétain- 
ec in cuftody.. ‘fobz,; with his Collegues, about 
this time recurn’d to Rome, when he found. his 
Friend Boetivs dead ; Italy groaning under Op-< 


‘preffion and Mifery, and in vain ftrugling with 


her Chain; the King raging and furious, and 
Barbarity every where reigning : he ftay’dfome 
little time at Rome, and at length was perfwaded 
by Tbecodorick, who had put ona Vizard of Cle- 
mency. and Mildnefs (though his Friends. ad- 
vifed him to the contrary) to goto Ravenna, 
accompanied with others; whom, as foon as 
they were arriv’d, he deliver’d to feveral Kee- 
pers, and punifh’d by feveral ways: ohwas 
put into,a low Dungeon, where he was foon 
overcome by Hunger, and the. Horror and 
Stench of the Place, and died the 6th of. the 
Kalends of fue: onthe Day after the Death of 
this holy Man Sywmachus was murder’d, ha- 

ving 
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ving undergone no legal Trial. Nor had the 
Rage of the Tyrant ended here ; for he alfode- 
fign’d upon the Lives of feveral others of the 
Patritians, if he had not been deterr’d from go- 
ing further by the Fear which he was under of 
the Refentments of the Orthodox Emperor Fu- 
ftiz.. The Body of Joba was tranflated from 
Ravenna with much Pompand Solemnity, and 
was received by the Clergy and People ot Rome, 
onthe Kalends of Fane, with all the Ceremo- 
nies dueto Martyrdom. But the fame Honours 
could not be done to the Bodies of Boetivs and 
Symmachus, though they had receiv’d the fame 
Crown and Palm, for the King commanded 
that they fhould be hidden in the mott private 
Placethat‘could be found. Nor did Theodorick 
Jong furvive this barbarous Action, the Revenge 
of Heaven always purfuing and overtaking Ty- 
rants, when that of Men cannot; for ina few 
Days atter the Head of a great Fifhbeing ferv’d 
upto himat Supper, Sywmachus, who was by 
his Command lately flain, feem’d fiercely to 
threaten him out of it, with his Teeth and 
Byes ; with which terrible Sight being ftricken 
and amaz?d, he trembling and cold, took-his 
Bed anddied, having firft with ‘Tears exprefs’d 
and teftified his Grief for the Death of Boetias 
and Symmachus, to Elpidius his Phyfician, then 
prefent.. Amala Sunta, the Daughter of Theo- 
dorick, fucceeding. to her Father in the King- 

| dom, 
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dom, and knowing well what had happen’d to 
him at his Death, did foon refcind what her Fa- 
ther had done contrary to Right and Juftice, and 
did reftore the Eftates and Goods of their Fa- 
thers tothe Children of Boetzus and Symmachus, 
which before had. been confifcate to the Ufe of 
the King. ‘The Religious of thofe Days did 
then decree the ufual Honours to both of their 
Memories ; and at this Day Boetzus at Pavia on 
the roth of the Kalends of November, and Sym- 
machus at Ravenna onthe 5th of the Kalends of 
‘June, are commemorated with much Devotion, 
becaufe they died in the maintenance of the true 
Faith againit the impious and heretical Doctrines 
of Arius. ‘The Tomb of Boetzus is to be feen 
at this Day inthe Church of St. Auga/ftine at Pa- 
via, near tothe Steps of the Chancel, with the 
following Epitaph: | 
Maonia & Latia lingua clariffimus, & qui 
Conful eram, hic perii, miffusinexilums; . -. 
Et quid mors rapuit ? Probitas me vextt ad auras, 
Et nunc fama viget maxima, vivit opus. 
In Englifh thus ; 
| Skill’dintwo Tongues, grac’d with the Confulate, 
A banifl’d Man, Iytelded here to Fate ; 
Though Death prevail’ dV ertue has raisd me high, 
And now my Fame and Works do thre the World fly. 
When many Ages after, the Emperor Orho ITT, 
did enclofe his Bones then lying negletted a- 
monegit 
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mongift the Rubbifh in a Marble Cheft. Gerber- 
tus, a great Philofopher, who was afterwards ad- 
vanc’d to the Papal Chair, by the Name of Sy/ve- 
fter U.did honour him with this following Elogy. 


Roma potens, dum jura {uo declarat in orbe, 

Tu pater, & patria lumen, Severine Boeti, 
Confulis officio, rerum difponis habenas, 
Infundts lumen ftudiis, & cedere nefcis 
Grecorum ingenits, fed mens divina coercet 
Imperium Mundi. Gladio bacchante Gothorum 
Libertas Romana perit : tu Conful & Exul, 
Infignes Titulos preclara morte relinguts, 

Tune decus Imperii,fummas qui pragravat artes, 
Tertius Otho fuadignum te judtcat aula : 

- Alternumque tut ftatuit monimenta laboris, 
Et bene promeritum, meritis exornat honeftis. 
Whilst Rome does all the World proudly gait 

Thou her great Conful doft to her give Law ; 
No nobler Light thy Country ever faw ! S 
The Learwdtake Lights fromthee,thou art behind 
None of the Grecian Worthies, thou dost find ‘ 
Room for the World in thy capacious Mind. 
Now when the Roman Libexty is gone, j 
Banifb’d, thou layit thy Purple Honours down, ¢ 
And dying [corm st the Gothick Tyrant’s Frown. J 
Imperial Otho, Patron of all Arts, * 
To thee his Favours after Death imparts, C 
And builds this Monument to thy Deferts. ; 
The End of the Life of BOETIVS. 
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xxviii. Teftimonies of Writers 


TheT eflimonies of feveral Writers 


concerning Boetius ivan(lated. 


* EN NODIVS Bifhopof Paviato Boetins, 
Epift. xu. Lid. vii. 


HOW doft vouchfafe, most accomplifh'd of 
‘Men, to extol my Vertues, when thy Indufiry, 
even in thy Youth, and without thofe Inconve- 
niences, which attend thofe im Years, hath given thee 
alk the Advantages of Age: All, things in the Uni- 
werfe ave fubject to thy Diligence and Inquiry : To whom, 
even in the Beginning of thy Life, ajfiduous Reading is 
Diverfion; and that which others with Sweat and La- 
bour fearce. attain to, thou conquerst with Delight : 
That which appeared in the Hands of the Antients but 
a fingle Light, in thine fhines with double Lufire and 
Flame; for thou bast obtain’d the Mdaftery of that in 
thy Beginning, which our Anceftors farce arrived at in 
the last part of their Lives. it 


Out of the Greek of + PROCOPIWS, Hift. 
7 Goth. Lib1. 


Ymmachus, and his Son-in-law Boetius, Patrici- 
ans, and nobly defcended, were, in thew feveral 
times, Chiefs of the Senate and Confuls, and made 
deeper Refearches into Philofopby and Morality, than 
: any 


| 
* Ennodius, or (asfome read) Evodivs, was Bifhop of Tici- 
yum or Pavia, and anexcellent Poetand Orator. 
+ Procopius of Cafarea in Paleftine was a Rhetorician and a So- 
phifter : Amongft his feveral Hiftories he wrote three Books of the 


Gothick. Wars. 


concerning Boctius, XXIK 
any Perfons of their time, and were very charitable as 
well to Strangers asto Romans, who were in waxt. Their 
Merits having ras d them to Honours and Autboritses, 
they became the Hate of thofe flagitious Perfons who ac- 
cus'd them falfly, and were the Occafron of their Deaths, 
and of the Confifcation of their Goods. But a few Days 
after, Theodorick fupping, and having before him the 
Head of a great Fifo, it appear’d to bim tobe the Head 
of Symmachus, (who by his Command was killed) 
gvinding bis Teeth against him, and threatning bim with 
Sparkling Eyes, and an tefus Countenance. Whence, 
being affrighted with the Strangenefs of the Prodigy, and 
his Foimts and Members trembling above meafure, be 
forthwith betook bimfelf to bis Bed 5 and there acquaint- 
ing Elpidius his Phy/ician with things, in order, as they 
bad happend, be with Tears lamented his injurious Deal- 
ing with Symmachus and Boetius , which when be bad 
done, being overwhelm’d with Grief, and aftoni{h’d with 
the late portentous Vifion, he yielded to Death, giving 
this his first and last Example of injurious Adting a- 
gainst bis Subjedts, by condemning fuch morthy Aden, 
contrary to bis Cuftom, without any Caufe affign’d. 


The fame PROCOPIVS, Lib.’3. ejufdem Hift. 


This was further added to compleatthe Mifery of Ru- 
fticiana, the late Wife of Boetius, and Daughter of 
Symmachus; that fhe who bad formerly reliew’d the 
Poor and Neceffitous, {hould (going from Houfe to Houfe, 
and Door to Door) beg in a fervile and Country Habit, 
the NecefJaries of Life from ber Enemies. The Gothes 
sndeed did conf{pire agaist the Life of Rufticiana; and 
objetted to her, that foe giving Money to the Comman- 
ders of the Roman Army, was the Caufe of throwing 
down the Statues of Theodorick, in Revenge of the 
Death of Symmachus her Father, and Boetius ber Huf- 


band. 
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band. ‘Totilas however fuffer’d no Injury to be done to 
her, but preferv’d her and feveral others from all barnt. 


*PAULUS DIACONUVS, Lib.7. added 
tothe Hiftory of Extropius. | 


"X 7 Aust John the Pope, Theodorus, Importunus, 
\ Agapitus, Confular Afen, and another Aga- 
pitus a Patrician, were performing their Ambafly to 
Juttin, Theodorick, fpurr’d-on by his Rage, flew Sym- 
machus the Patrician, who had been Conful, and Boe- 
tius the Elder, who had alfo been Conful, both good 
Chriftians, with the Sword. 
Out of AZARIVS his Chronicle, 

Juftin I. and Opilio, being Confuls ; 
Indict. II. which wasin the Year of Grace DXXIV. 

In thts Year Boetius the Patrician was killed within ~ 
the Territories of Milan, | 

Probus the younger and Philoxenus beimg Confuls, 

Indict. UI. in the Year DXXV. 

In the Confulate of thefe Aden Symmachus the Patri- 

cian was maffacred at Ravenna. | 


+ AN AST ATIVS Bibliothecar.in the Life 
of Fohn I. 


A T the fame time when John the Pope, with Theo- 
TA dorus, Importunus, and Agapitus, Exconfuls, 


and Agapitus the Patrician (who died at Theflalonica) 


were fent to Conftantinople, the Heretical King. Vheo- 
dorick detaiw'd two renown’d Exconfular Senators,Sym- 
machus and Boetius, aud flew them with the Sword. 
ADO 
* Paulas Diaconus, at the Command of Adelburga, Daughter of 
King Defderias, madea large Appendix to the Hiftory of Eutropins, 
+ Anaftafius was the Reftorer and Keeper of the Apoftolick Li- 





brary, and therefore ftiled Bibliothecarins, 


° 


concerning oetius. XXXI 


* ADO of Vienna, in his Chronicle. 


K 7 Hen John the Pope, in bw Return came to Ra- 
U venna, Theodorick s#mprifoned him, and his 
Companions being difpleafed that Juftin, the chief Defen- 
der of the Orthodox Faith, had received them fo honoura- 
bly s at which time he flew Symmachus and Boetius, 
both Confulars, upon Account of their Faith. 


AIMOINIUS de geft. Franc. Lib. 2. Cap. 1. 


OME of thofe who were with John the Pope he burnt, 
others he put to Death by feveral Ways and Tortures. 
Amongst whom Symmachus the Patrician, and Boetius 
bis Son-in-law, after long Imprifonment, fell: by the 
Sword. How well Boetius was feen in facred and profane 
Letters, may, byhis Writings on feveral Subjects, appear. 
Thefe.bis Treatifes of Arithmetick, and Logick, and Mu- 
fick, fo grateful to the Romans, will teftify. Furthermore, 
his Book of the Confubftantiality of the Trinity, doth 
fufficiently fhew how-ufeful he might have been to the 
Church, if the Times could bave born him. 


+ JOHANNES SARISBURIENSIS Epifcop. 
Carnot. Policrat. Lib. 7. Cap. 15. 


F you will not believe me, revolve diligently the Book 
I of the Confolation of Philofophy, and the contra- 
ry willbe plain to you. And although that Book does not * 
plainlpexpre{s the word Incarnate, yet amongst thofe 
who in upon Reafon, itis of no {mall Authority, whilst 

it 

* Ado was Arch-bifhop of Vienna, and writ a fhort Chronicle 
from the Beginning of rhe World to his own times. 

+ Foannes Sarwsburienfis, or Saresberienfis, was an Englifh-man, and 
Bifhop of Chartres in France. -Amoneft other things he writ Poli- 
Graticnm, five de Nuge Cwrialinn & Vefligiis Philofophorum 
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it yields fitting and fpecifick Adedicines to fupprefs the 
Gricf of the moft fick and exulcerated Minds. Nor the 
Few, nor the Greek, under Pretext of Religion, declines 
the Ufe of Phyfick, whilst the Wife in the Faith, and the 
Unwife out of the Faith, ave fo profited by the artificial 
Compound of ‘right Reajon , but no Religion, where Rea~ 
fon bath any Sway, ought to abominate what it offers. 
He is profound, without Difficulty, in his Sentences + in 
his Words weightily clear: He ws a vehement Orator, 
clear Demonftrator, an irvefragable Arguer, fometimes 
perfwafively gliding to that which w to follow, fometimes 
asit were pufbing the Reader on by neceffity towards it. 


Thofe who are defirous to know more of our Au- 
thor, and of the Teftimonies of learned Men con- 
cerning him, from the time in which he flourifhed, 
downwards to this prefent Age,may confult further 

Ennodius Bilhop of Pavia, menti- 

Epift. L.g. Ep. r. oned before; Ca/fiodorus, a learn= 
ed and ptous Man, Chancellor to 

King Theodorick, in two Epiftles which he writ to 
Boetius by the Order of that {King 5 as alfo Venerable 
Bede, Sigelvertus a Monk of Gemblores, in the Dutchy 
of Brabant, of the Order of St. Benedi; Thomas 
Aquinas; Laurentius Valla, Sanctus Antonius Arche 
bifhop. of Florence, of the Order of the Friars-Prea- 
chers ; Facobus Philippus Bergomenfis, of the Order of 
the Eremites of St. Auguftin, Hermolaus Barbarus, a 
noble Venetian, Arch-bifhop and Patriarch of 4qgui- 
keia, Angelus Politianus, an excellent Poet aff Ora- 
tor; Foannes Tritenhemius, Abbot of Spanherm; Fu- 
lius Cafar Scaliger 5 Liliws Gregori~ 

Centur. 6. Cap. 1 ys Gyraldus , the Centuriators of 
Magdeburg ; and Fuftus Lipfiws 5 who have all made 
juft Mention of Boereus in their Writings, and built 
honourable Monuments to his Fame. | 
ANT. 
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Confolation of Philofophy. 





BOOK the Firft. 





The ARGUMENT. 


Philofophy appears to. Boetius, avd drives away 
the Mufes: who, as foon as {oe was known to 
him, comforts him by the- Example of other wife 
Men who had been under the fame Difficulties. 
He relates what he hath deferved from the Se- 
nate, and particular Senators, and from all 

fraly. Then he opens the whole Series of his 

Accufation, and the Caufes of his Banifoment, 

and fhews the Innocence of his Life and Atti- 

ons. Next, he complains of his many Injuries, 
and the Lofs of his. Reputation and Dignities. 

Laft of all, Philofophy enquires what are the 

Troubles of his Mind, and the Caufes of them, 

which are indeed the Subject, Matter of the 

whole following Work. 
; B M E- 
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METRUM IL. 


Carmina, qui quondam ftudio florente. peregi, 
Flebilis, heu! moeftos cogor inire modos, &c. 





S etemesetad 


Who before did lofty Verfe indite, 
Tz mournful Numbers now my Griefs recite : 
Behold! the weeping Mufe hath bound her brow 
With Cypre[s-Wvreathes, and only dictates now 
Sad Elegy to me, whofe teeming Eyes 
Keep time with her’s. The Mufe who does defpife 
Danger, fince I am gone, difdains to ftay, 
And goes the kind Companion of my way. 
She whofe gay Favours my brisk Youth did court, 
Now courts mine Age, and wits chief Support ; 





Which does advance before I thought it nigh, 


And yet my Cares.do make it onwards fly. 

Too foon thefe Temples hoary Hairs do {how, 

Too loon my Summer's crowd with Alpine Snow : 
My Foints do tremble, and my Skin does {it 

Like. aloofe Garment, never made to fit. 
Flappy-are they, whom when their Years do bloom, 


‘Death doth not feize, but when they call doth come! 


That tothe Wretched doth no. Pity {how ; 
It {buts no Eyes which Tears do overflow. 
When my pleasd Fates did mile, 1 once to Death 
Had almoft yielded my unwilling Breath : 










Bat | 
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But now when Fortune’s gilded Favours ceafe, 
It doth arreft my kindly Hour of Eafe. 

Why, O my Friends! did you me Happy call 
He ftands not firm, who thus like me can fall. 


PROSA TI, 


Whilff in Silence T recounted 
thefe things, and with * my Pen * Styli officio. 
did delineate my Griefs and Com- 
plaints, (2) a Woman of a moft reverend 
Countenance feem’d to ftand over my Head, 
with {parkling Eyes, which were of an extra- 
ordinary Force and Quicknefs ; her Colour 
was lively, and her Strength feem’d to be un- 
exhaufted, although fhe was fo old, that {he 
could by no means be thought one of our 
time. twas difficult to judg of her Stature ; 
for fometimes fhe appear’d to be of the com- 
mon Height of Men, then fhe would feem to 
touch the Clouds with her Head ; which a- 
gain, when the rais’d higher, {he pierc’d the 
very Heavens with it, and was not tobe fol- 
lowed by the Eyes of thofe who look’d after 
B 2 her. 


— 





(2) A Woman.) Philofophy is here meant ; and becaufe the oughe 
not to appear but from an Eminent Situation, and as if ic were 
defcending from Heaven, he places her over his Head; and by 
afligning co her a reverend Countenance, he would fignify her 
Original, her Age, and her Dignity 5 and by her fparkling Eyes, 
rhe clear and diftin@ Knowledg which the hath of all things. 
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her. . Her Garments were moft artificially 
made of the fineft Threads and moft durable 
Matter; which (as fhe her felf afterwards told 
me) fhe had woven with her own Hands: 
They alfo were overfhadowed with fuch a 
Mitt and Duskifhnefs as ufually covers old Ima- 
ges, arifing from Antiquity and the Negle€tt of 
‘Time. On the. extreme Part of thefe Veft- 
ments. below, the Greek Letter [1r] (6) was to 
be read; and upon the higheft Border the Let- 
ter [o] (¢) was interwoven; and betwixt them 
certain Steps were wrought in the formof a 
Ladder, by which there was an Afcent from 
the lowelt to the higheft, Letter. But this Gar- 
ment was defac’d and torn by the Hands of {e- 
veral (4) violent Perfons, who had taken away 
what.Parts of it they could. In her right Hand 
fhe carried Books, and in her left fhe fway’da 
| Scep- 


grey RSPR RET eres errors 


(6) (c) Philofophy is divided into Theoretical and Practical : 
The firft Gf thofe Species is denoved by the Letter [© ], and 
confits inthe pure and mere Contemplation of Truth. The lat- 
ter, whichis fignified by che Lecrer [11], confifts in the Practice 
and Exercife of Vertue. Theoric is placed in the upper-part of 
the Garment ; becaufe, as Ariffotle determines, Contemplative 
Philofophy istmuch more Noble chan the A@ive. Steps and De- 
grees are placed there, by which we afcend to the one, and -de- 
icend rothe other ; becaufe there can be no .Exercile of Vertue 
without a Contemplation of Truth, nor ovght that to be without, 
the Exercife of Vertue. 

(a) Violent Perfons.\ Thofe who by Precipiration or Prejudice 
wreftand abufe Philofophy, and do neither confider Truth, nor 
exercife Vercue. 
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Scepter. So foonas fhe faw the. Patroneffes of 
Poetry ftanding by my Bed, and ditating to 
me Words, in which I cloath’d my Griefs; with 
a concern’d Countenance and inflamed Eyes, 
fhe immediately broke out into thefe Expreffi- 
ons: What unwife Perfon hath fufer’d thefe 
fcenique Strumpets to have Ascefs to this fick 
Man; who are fo far from encountring his 
Diftemper with fpecifique and natural Reme- 
dies, that they only nourifh and increafe it by 
thofe fweet Poifons which they infufe? Thete 
are they who, with the fruitlefs Thorns of the 
Paffions, choak and deftroy- the hopeful Crops 
of productive Reafon, and who only accuftom 
the Minds of Men to bear and endure a Dif 
eafe, but never free them from it. If (conti- 
nued fhe, direCting her’ felf to the Mufes) 
your Carefles had debauch’d and drawn afide, 
according to your Cuftom, any profane or un- 
knowing Perfon, you fhould not have been 
blamed by me; nor could my Labours, by fuch 
an Attempt, have been eluded: but you have 
made an unhappy Profelyte of him whom have 
fed with my Breafts, and brought up in ‘(¢) Ele- 

B 3 atique 





eo , 


(Ce) Eleatick Logical; and it is ftiled fo, becaufe Logick is 
faid to have been invented by the great Philofopher Zzn0, who 
was Called Eleates, becaufe he was born in Elea, a Region of Pelo- 
poanefus, lying betwixt Arcadia and the Ionian Sca, to the Weft 
ward; whofe chief Ciry is Elis, now Belvedere, feated on the 
Bankey Coafts of the River Peséws. 
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atique and (f) Academique Studies. Be gone, 
therefore, ye Sirens, whofe Pleafures. kill, 

whofe Embraces deftroy, and leave this un 
happy Apoftate tothe Care and Skill of Meand 
my Mufes. ‘This charming Company being 
thus rebuk’d, with de; e€ted and blufhing 
Countenances Jeft the Room.- But I, whofe 
Eyes were yet darkned with ‘Tears, not know- 
ing who this Imperious Woman Should be, 
was much aftonifhed ;. and fixing mine Byes 
upon the Earth, I beg gan filently to expect 
what fhe would further do. She then ap- 
proaching tome, fat down on the lower part 
of my Bed, and feeing my - Face overfpread 
with Grief , and mine Eyes in that de- 
jected Pofture , complain’d of the unfettled 
State of my Mind, in thefe Verfes. 


M E- 





(Cp Acadenique. | The Philofophy of Plato is called Academique, 
becaufe Plato was the firft who profeffed Philofophy in the Aca- 
demy. The Academy was a Place adorned with Woods and 
{mall Groves without the Walls of Athens, but very near them ; 
and was firft called ezxadyue, from Ecademus, a famous Man of 
that City; from whence Aorace, Epift. lib2. Ep. 2 


Scilicet ut poffem curvo dignofcere rectum, 
Atque inter fyluas Ecademi quaerere veruin. 


Now that Boctivs was very knowing in both thefe forts of Studies, 
#8 very plain, becanfe he eranflated the Books of Logick of Arifto- 
tle, and Wluftrated chem with & em ments: And it will eafily ap- 
pear to thofe who thall perufe t this Work, char he thorowly under- 
ra ood, and was periec Hy iddiGed co the Op 1h sons of "lata. 
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METRUM IL. 


Heu, quam precipiti merfa profundo 
Mens hebet,. & propria luce relicta, 
Tendit in externas ire tenebras ; 
‘Terrenis quoties flatibus aucta, 
Crefcit in immenfum noxia cura! &c. 


’ Hen from all Parts the Winds do blow, 
YY And Earth-bred Cares encreale and grow, 

Hod drown d the high-born Mind doth Lie, 

How dull’s each noble Faculty ; 


And leaving its own proper Light, 


How foon it yields to di ifmal Night | f 
When he was free, he did defery. 

And know each Region of F the Sky ; 

He view'd the Glories of ¢ he Sun, 

The Brightne[s of the (g) Gelid Moon : 
He faw of every si one Star 

The various Motions t brough each Sphear, 
They to his Numbers fubject were. 

W, i by bluftring Winds do Thetis brave, 
And raife the curle-headed Wave : 





B 4 He 
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(zg) I know not why he gives the Epither of Gelida to the 
Moon, unlefs ict be that fhe hath the Direction of the Night 3 
which, becaufe of the Abfence of the Sun 1s colder than the Day, 
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He knew what Spirit or Intelligence 

This Globe doth move and influence ; 
And why the Star which in theWeft 
Doth fet, arifeth from the Eaft : 

Why in the Spring foft Zephyres blow, 
And caufe the fragrant Flowers to grow : 
Fle why the generous Grape doth fwell 

In plemp Aucamnus Cheeks, could tell : 

Into all Secrets he did look, 

And Nature was his mighty Book. 

But; 0! haw alter’d os his Mind ! 

How grofly ftupid now, and blind! 

Hes Neck aweighty Chain doth bear ; 

Vo chearful Smiles his Face doth wear ; 

Nor lifts he up his Head to breathe the Air. § 


PROSA Tf. 


But now, faid fhe, Medicines are more re- 
guifite than Complaints. Then looking upon 
me ftedfaftly, and with much Attention; Art 
thou, continued fhe, that Perfon, who lately 
being nourifhed: with my Milk, and brought 
up with my Food, didit arrive at the Pertecti- 
onof a vigorous and manly Soul? Certainly I 
cave thee thofe Arms which would, if thou thy 
felf hadft not thrown them away, have defend- 
ed thee firmly againit every Affault.. Doft-thou 
know. me? From whence. proceeds this un- 
ufual Silence g:.Prom Shame or, Stupidity ; i 

had 
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had rather it were from the former; but Iam 
afraid thou art opprefs’d with thelatter. But 
when fhe faw me not only filent, but almoft 
fpeechlefs and dumb, fhe reach’d her Hand ea- 
fily towards my Breaft; And, then faid fhe, 
there isno Danger, he labours under a Lethar- 
gy, which is the common Diftemper of thofe 
who are troubled in mind. He hath forgot 
himfelf a little, but he would foon be better if 
he could recover the Remembrance of me; 
which, that he may do, I will wipe his Eyes, 
darkned a little with the Clouds of Mortality : 
and, as fhe faid this, fhe dry’d the Tears from 
them with a part of her Garment, which fhe 
had contracted into a fold. 


METRUM UL 


Tunc me difcuffa liquerunt noéte tenebrz, 
Luminibufque prior rediit vigor, &c. 


| Hen Night & Darknefs,which had long poffe/t 
My captiv’d Mind, did fwiftly fly aay; 

A fudden Light cloth’d my enlarged Breaft, 

And ftruck mine Eyes with its once well-known Ray. 

Sowhen a mighty Wind infefts the Sky, 

And watry Cloads hang heavy on its brow, 

The Suz retires, the Stars couceald do lie, 


And Night her Mantle over Earth doth throw. 
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If Boreas, thundring from the Fields of ‘Thrace, 
Opens the Ivory Palaces of Light, 

Phoebus fbines out with a more radiant Face, 
And darts new Beams upon our wonaring Sight. 


PROS A. TIL 


Thus the Clouds of Sadnefs being difpers’d, 
I began to breathe more freely; and fet 
my felf to recollect the Features of her who 
had done fo much towards my Cure. ‘There- 
fore when I had earneftly fix’d mine Eyes up- 
on her, I foon knew her to be my tender 
Nurfe{Philofophy ] in whofe School I had been 
inftructed, and at whofe Feet, from my 
Youth, I had been brought up. And why, 
faid J, thou Source and Patronefs of all Ver- 
tue, doft thou defcend from above into thefe 
folitary Regions of my Banifhment ? Shall I, ’ 
returned fhe, O my loved Pupil! defert thee, 
and refufe to bear a part of that Burden under 
which I know thou now laboureft, for m 
fake? > Tis contrary to the Rules of Philofophy, 
to leave the Innocent unaccompanied in his 
Pilgrimage. ShallI fear an Accufation, and be 
aftonifh’d, as if fome new thing had happen’d ? 
Is this the firft time, doftthou believe, that 
Philofophy hath been affaulted by impious and 
cruel Men? Have not I, amongft the Anci- 
ents, and even before the time.of thy great 
| Matter, 
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Mafter, and my endear’d Son (4) Plato, often 


contended with Folly, and fupported my felt 


againft her rafh Attacks? And even, whillt he 
liv’d, did not his Mafter (2) Socrates triumph 
over Death, to which he was unjuftly ad- 
judg’d, I ftanding by him and affifting him? 
Of whofe () Inheritance, when the Rout of 
the Epicureans and Stoicks, and feveral of the 
other Sects, f{natch’d a part, as every one 
pleafed; and I {till oppofing my felf to them, 
and ftriving againft them ; they, with one con- 

fent, 


a th A 


(h) Plato was born at Athens, A. M.+3626. or near it, and 
excelled in all forcs of Learning, efpecially in Philofophy. . His 
Wifdom and Knowledg were the Occaittons of much Misforrune to 
him: for by the BafenefSand Treachery of Dionyfius the Sicilian 
Tyranc, to whofe Faich he had comitted himfelf, as Cicero relacech, 
he fell into great Snares and angers. 

(i) Socrates, for his Wifdom and Learning was condemned to 
Death. He was born 4. Af. 3600. and fo flourifhed before the 
time of Plato, and was then efteemed to be the meft wife and 
knowing of Men, becaufe he refin’d Philofophy, and rectified it, 
not allowing things which were occult and involved in the Secrets 
of Nature, co fall under che Confideration of ir, or to be any pare 
of its Subject, but directed irs Enquiries co che Qualities of Vertue 
and Vice, faying, Thac what was above us, did not concern us. He, 
by his Precepts and Examples, exhorted his Auditors to live well 5 
and in his own way of living he obferved an Equalnefs of Temper 5 
fo that he ever fhewed the fame Countenance in Profperity and 
Adverfity, neither more pleafant nor more difturbed, He was ac- 
cufed for not having right Sentiments touching the Gods, bur 
moft unjuftly: and the People were fo much affiidted for his 
Death, that his Accufers were punifhed, {cme by Death, fome 


by Banifhment; and, by the Order of the Senate, a Statue of 


Brafs was raifed to his Memory. 
(R) Tsheritance.} The Opicions and Do@rire of Socrates. 
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fent, fell upon me, as if I had been a part of 
their Prey, and tore this Garment, which I had 
woven with my own Hands: then every one 
going away with that Rag which he had 
{natch’d, vainly believ’d that he had poffefs’d 
himfelf of Philofophy, and her whole Treafure. 
Some of whom, becaufe fome Footfteps and 
light Traces of me did appear amongft them, 
the Folly. of Men believing them to.be my Fa- 
miliars, by the Error of the Multitude, were 
deftroy’d. But if thou art not fo well ac- 
quainted with the Banifhment of (1) Azaxago- 
ras, the Poifon of (m) Socrates, and the Tor- 
ments of (#) Zeno, becaufe they were not of 
thy Country; and of the length of Time 
which hath intervened fince their Suferings, 


yet 


SE tee a 


(1) Anaxagoras lived before the time of Socrates, and confe- 
quently of Plato. Heheld that Matter was Infinite, but that the 
minute Particles of it were agreeing amongft themfelves, and at 
firft confufed, but afterwards reduced into order by the Divine 
Mind. Fromhence he, or rather Plato, concluded that the Sun 
was not God, but a burning Lamp; and for this he was banifhed 
his Country, or rather willingly left it; becaufe it is faid, he left 
his Patrimonial Eftate, that he might enjoy more freely the Plea- 
furesof Philofophy. See Diogenes Laertius concerning him. 

(m) I have already givenan Account of Socrates: The manner 
of his Death was, he drunk a Draught pf Hemlock or Ellebore, 
the Juice of which, through extream Cold, is Poifon, which was 
the way of executing the Malefa€tors amoneft the Athenians. 

() Zeno did philofophize before the time of Socrates, and en- 
dured many Tormenrs for his Wifdom and Opinions 5 but what 
they were, or who were the Authors of them, do net appear 
tO mie, 
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yet the (0) Can, the (p) Senece, and the 
(4) Sorani, all of famous Memory, and who 
Hourifhed but few Ages fince, may have 
reach’d thy Knowledg : .the only Caufe of 
whofe fatal and violent Ends was, that they 
were educated under my Difcipline, and had 
wnbib’d my Precepts, and fo became moft un- 
like to thofe impious Men who wrought their 
Deftruction. Therefore wonder not if I be 
beaten with Storms. whilft I failin the Sea of 
this World, fince I propofe no greater thing to 
my felf than to difpleafe ll Men. And though 
the Numbers of them be great, yet ’tis to be 

CON ° 





(0) Fulius Canivs, or Canus, was born in the fame Century 
with Seseca, and was a moft excellent Philofopher; and being 
condemned to Death, he indured it with an almoft incredible 
Conftancy of Mind.» Seneca, 1. detranquill, c. 14. 

Seneca the Philofopher was contemporary with St. Paul, 
and flourifhed in the firft Age after our Saviour’s Nativity. He was 
the Tutor of Nero; by whom, after he had heaped up immenfe 
Riches, he was condemned to die. He fainted away in a warm 
Bath, having had fome of his Veins opened, through which his 
Blood did pafs : and before he died, with great Conftancy {poke 
thefe Words ro his Friends 5 Neroni fevienti nibil alind fupererat, po 
matrem, fratremque isterfeclos, quam ut educatoris, preceptorifque ne- 
sem adjiceret. Nothing remained for cruel Neronow co do, but to 
add the Barbarity of the Death of his Teacher and Mafter, to the 
unnatural Murder of his Mother and Brother. 

(q) Bareas Soranus, a gweat Philofopher, of the fame Age with 
Seneca, who by his Juftice and Induftry gave fo. great Offence to 
Nero, that he alfo died by hisCommand, The Canii, Senece, and 
Sovani, are mentioned here in the plural Number for Emphatfis 
and mark of Diftin&ion; as we fay, your Alewanders, your Ca- 
fars, 8c. 
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contemn’d, fince it hath no certain Guide, but 
is actuated by the unfteady Counfels of Phrene- 
tick Error. If, perhaps, they fhould form a Body 
again{t me, and being ftronger, affail nie, I 
the Leader do ftraightways retreat with my 
Party into a Fortrefs, whilft they in the mean 
time are imploy’d in Rapine and Spoil, -and in 
robbing us of thofe trivial things which are ufe- 
Jefs tothem, and not very neceflary for us; 
whilft we, in the mean time, (fecure in our 
Faftnefs from the Fear of their Affaults, which 
Folly and Ignorance can never win) laugh at 
them, who, with fo much Labour and Hazard, 
purfue the meaneft and moft defpicable Trifles. 








el 


METRUM IV. 
Quifquis compofito ferenus evo, éc. 
‘Hat well-weigh’d Man, who in a fettld State, 
Hath triumph'd over his afpwring Fate ; 

Who, unconcerwd, Fortune in Smiles can view, 
And fearlefs can behold her clouded Brow : 
No raging Sea {hall move, nor ball prevail 
Againft his Head ; though the proud Billows (well, 
Though black NV efuvio foouldgrith them confpire, 
Vomiting out Auxiliary Fire: 
Tho Heaven its fierce/t Thunderbolts (bow d weild, 
To which evn Oaks,e7 Rocks, & Towers muft yield. 

ee | Fear 
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Fear not, unhappy Man, tl? Oppreffor’s Brow ; 
His Power from thy mean Fears alone can grow. 
He who nor fears, nor hopes for any thing, 
Difarms the Tyrant, and himfelf?s a King. 
But he who to himfelf is not a Law; | 
Tf his unftable Breaft thefe Pafions ave, 

He yields his Arms, and now no more is free; 
He makes his Chains, and meets his Slavery. 


PROSA IV. 


Doft thou perceive thefe’things, {aid the, 
anddothey finkintothyMind? . oo. 
* Art thou altogether unqualifi- abe ce a 
ed and unfit to receive thefe Precepts? Why 
doft thou weep? Why do thy Tears over- 
flow? -+ Speak, conceal not th Baio kee 
Thoughts. And if thou dott ie iran aides 
expect Help from the Phyfician, | 
truly difcover thy Dutemper. Then I, in 
fome meafure recovering my felf, fpoke thus to 
her: Need my Sorrows then be repeated ; 
and do not the Severities acted by Fortune a- 
eainftine, appear enough of themfelves, with- 
out thefe Admonitions? Doth not the very 
Face and Horror of (7) this Place move thee ? 
Is this the Library which thou didft choofe for 
thy particular Apartment in my Houfe? In 
which, 


le nn pce 


(7) This Place,| His fordid and obicure Prifon, 


es, 
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which, fo often fitting with me, thou didft 
skilfully read upon all Divine and Humane 
Learning? Was this my Habit? Was this my 
Look, when with thee I penetrated into the 
Secrets of Nature? when 
thou * traced’{t out to me 
the feveral Motions of the 
Stars? when thou didft fhew me how to form 
my Lifeand Manners by Divine Rule and Or- 
der? And are thefe at laft the Rewards of my 
Obedience to thee ? Certainly thou didft deli- 
ver this Sentence as an Eternal San€tion by the 
Mouth of (s) Plato, viz. That thofe Common- 
wealths are moft happy, who are governed by Phi- 
lofophers, or by thofe who ftudy tobe fo. By the 
fame Perfon alfo thou didft advife wife and dif 
creet Men to take upon them the Government 
of their Country, left they refufing it, impi- 
ous and unworthy Subjects fhould exert them- 
felves, and opprefs the good and honeft Citi- 
zens, ‘Uherefore 1 following this great Au- 
thority, have defir’d to reduce to practice, in, 
the Management of publick Bufinefs, what 1 

| learnt 


* Cum mihi fiderum 
vias radio defcriberes. 
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(5) Plato.) Plato faith, L. qninto de Repub, that thofe Common- 
wealths are moft happy, whofe Govermours are Lovers and Pra- 
Gifers of Wifdom and its Precepts; or who, by their Endeavours 
and Studies, aimat beingfo. The fame Plato, Dial.6. de Repab. 
advifes wife and good Men to take apon them the Government of 
their Country, left if it fhould be committed to impious and » 
wicked Men, good Men might by them be opprefs’d and ruin’d. 
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learnt from thee in our grateful Retirement. 
And thou and that God who intufeth thee into 
the Minds of wife Men, may witnefs for me, 
that I had no other end inafpiring to the Ma- 
giftracy, than that one, of doing good to all, 
and protecting the Vertuous and fult. Hence 
was I look’d upon by evil Men as their com- 
mon Enemy. Hence fprung Diflention and 
Difcord with them; but {till the Clearnefs of 
my Confcience made me defpife the Anger of 
the moft powerful, when I atted in the De- 
fence of Juftice and Right. How oft have I 
opposed (4) Congaft, who taking Advantage 
of their Inabilities, would have opprefs’d and. 
ground the Faces of the Poor? How oft have 
I withftood (#) Triguilla, the Steward of the 
King’s Houfhold, and hinder’d him from bring- 
ing to effett the many Injuries and Wrongs 
which he had hopefully projected and begun ? 


: How 





(t) Conigaft.| Conigafius ; or, as Cafiodorus writes him, Curi- 
gaftus, wasone who had great Authority with King Theodorick, 
which appears from what Caffiodorus, L.8. Ep. 28. relates, that 
King Athalavick writing to him, gives him the Title of Maftrw. 
This Perfon abufing the Authority which he had with his Mafter, 
attempted upon the Fortunes of thofe whom he thought not able 
to defend themfelves. He being Mafter of the Offices, Bastius did fre- 
quently oppofe him ; becaufe it was the Bufinefs of that Magiftrate 
to judg the Prefects of the Provinces, and to receive the Com- 
plaints of the Provincial Subje&s, and to repore them to the 
Prince. 

(4) Triguilla. | Tiignilla was Steward of the Royal Houthold, 
who was equal to Coniga/t in Wickednefs, but fuperiour to him ia 
Power. 
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How oft have! proteted, with the Peril of my 
Authority, thofe unhappy People, whom the 
lawlefs Avarice of the (iv) Barbarians did vex 
with many Calumnies? No Man ever drew 
me alide from the Paths of Right to thofe of In- 
juftice: Tgriev’dno lefs than the poor Sufferers, 
when I faw the Fortunes of Provincial Subjects 
torn by the Rapine of private Officers, and them 
oppreis’d with publick Taxes. When, in the 
Time of a fevere Famine, the whole Province 
of (x) Campania had like to have been ruin’d by 
an Impofition upon the People, which pats’d 
under the Name of a (y) Coemption, 1, the 
King 
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(w). Barbarians.) The Goths. | 
ee Campania | Named. Felix, called now byythe Inhabicants 
La terra di Lavoro, isa Region of Italy, and a. Provinice of the 
Kingdom of Naples, famous for its Fruitfulnefs and Number of 
Cities; its Metropolis 1s Naples, the largeit of the Icalian Cities. 
Florws defcribes it thus; L.1. C. 16. Omnuinm,inguit, non modo Ita- 
lid, fed toto orbe terrarum, pulchervima Campane plaga eft. Nihil mol- 
lins Celo: denique bis flovibus vernat. Nihil ubsrius fole.: ideo liberé 
Cererifque certamen dicktur, — Nibil hofpitalius mari : bic ili nobiles por 
tus, Cajeta, Mifenus, Ge tepentes fontious Bate: Lucrinus Cr Avers 
nus, quedam Marie Otia, Hic amicty vitibus montes, Gam'us, Faler- 
nus, Malficus, tC pulchervimus omnium Veluvius Altnet ignis imita- 
ter. Urbes ad Mare, Formie, Cune, Puteoli, Neapolis, Herculca- 
niin Pompei, C ipla caput urbium Capua, quondam inter tres maxi- 
mas, RonamC arthaginemque unimer att. 

(y). Coemption,| This Coemption was a Monopoly, by which 
the Subjects of the Provinces were obliged to bring their Provifi- 
ons and Vidtuals, and generally all che Produds of rheir Lands, in- 
to the King’s Granaries and Srore-houfes, co fellchem there at a 
Jow Price, atid to buy them out again ac a greater, fuch as the 
Publick Officers fhould exaét of them. 


B.1. Confolation of Philofopby. 19 


King being prefent at the De- - 
bate, conitefted with his * Cap- ” Scmmenadver- 
: x : um prefectum Pre- 
tain of the Guards, on the Be- tori fucepi. 
halfof the Publick: And at laft 
I prevailed, fo that that heavy Impoft was not 
exacted. I forced (2) Paulinus, a Confular 
Man, out of the very Jaws of Ae 
thofe + greedy Officers of the dhatrassi tc 
Palace, whofe Ambition and Hope had alread 
devour’d him and his Eftate. When (2) Alb:- 
nus, who had been Conful alfo, was to have 
been cut. of by a falfe Accufation, I placed my 
felf betwixt him and (6) Cyprian his Accufer, 
and. oppos’d my felf to the Violence of his ut- 
moft Hateand Malice. Don’t you think that 
T have got. my felf Enemies more than 
enough? I ought certainly, amongit the rett 
of Mankind, to be more aflur’d and fafe, who 
for the Love of Juftice, have forfeited all my 
Hopes at the Court, and gain’d nothing but 
the Envy and Hate of thofe who are power- 
ful there. But, behold upon the Accufation of 
C2 what 
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_ (%) Paulinus.| Becaufe he was of the Family of the Desii, was 
called Decius, aiid was Conful in the Year of our Redemption 498. 
therefore he is Here called Confular. , 
. (4) Albinus.\ He defcended from the fame Family of the De. 
i, and was Conful in the Year of Chrift 493, 
(b) Cyprian. | Wasthe Brother of Opilio the Informer again{t 
Boctius, of whom mention fhall be hereafter. 
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what Men I now fuffer! (¢) Bafiliws is one of 


ee) 


tet, who being Lee for his Offences, dif- 
nifs’d from the “King? s Service, .and opprefs’d 
ith Debt, is fore’d, by his Neceffities,. to be- 
come my Accufer, _ The Credit of the other 
two, (4) Opilio and (e) Gaudentius, is fo infa- 
mous, 
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(¢) Bafilius.) This Man is fometimes praifed, and fometimes 
found faule with by Caffiodorus. eis commended, Ep. . 2. Va- 
iar, &% Epift. 10. in which Agapita his Wife is mentioned, and 
faidto be, (pectabily femina, Andalfo, Ep. 11. 1n which we read 
what followeth: Bafilias, vir {pectabilis, dats precibus intimavit, 
As gapitam conjugem {uans de propriis penatibus a quibufdam vitio follicita- 
tions, abduttam. Et certé in bis verfata rebus firmum docetar. perdidiffe 
confilinm, Quid enim facere poturt probum, qua nulls culpis extantibus 
reliquit maritum. He isdifcommended, Variar. 1.4. and Epift. 22. 
where Theodovick himfelf faith, Bafi lium & > Pretextatum artis fine 
fire jamdin contagione pollutos, And Ep, 23. where the fame Prince 
writes, Prafectum urbis declavalf Bafilium atque Pratextatum magicis 
artibus imbutos effe.- 1 this B. afilius was the fame Man who was 
here pernga, he was perhaps difmiffed from the King’s Service for 
being verfedin the Magical Arts: And from thence he might be 
urged by his Neceffities to accufe Boetins falfly. 

(4) Opilio.| There was Opilio the Father, and Opilio the Son: 
The former, as Simondus faith, was Almoner to Odoacer; which 
Tiadoriek, in Cafftodorus, feemeth to intimate, Variar. L. quinto, 
Ep. 41. The lateer, the Brother of Cyprian, was, as his kather 
nd Brother before him, advanced to the Dignity of Almoner, 
but it was-after the Death “of Bott ius, viz. in the Reign of Athala- 
rick, anno Chrifli 528. Fro ym hence it is that Athalarich k Caffivdor, 
Variar. Le 8. @. 16. inferibed Opilioni Comiti fecrare rum, thus 
{peaks, Secure tio crediin ius, quod rah ies tuo generd comin fuiffe 
gandemt! s,  Paternis J ufc bus refit, fid & frater eddem vefplenduit 
tah ; which mighe not hinder but that Opilio the Son might be 

ondemned to Ban ifhm ent by Theodorick, together with’ Gauden= 


7 
v 


S 
if 


ED 
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tis for his many Crimes and ‘Frauds. 
at) Gandentius. | Gaudentivs {eems to be. only known by his 
ceufation of Boctins ;-and one of whom 1 can give mo other Ac- 
Soir. 
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mous, that lately, for their many Crimes and 
Cheats, they were condemned to Banifhment 
by the (f) King: and being unwilling to obey 
the Sentence, prefently took (g) Sanctuary ; 
of which when he had notice, he gave’ Com- 
mand, that if they did not leave the City of 
(h) Ravenna by fuch a Day, they fhould, 
with all Difgrace, be driven out of it, with 
Marks branded on their Foreheads. Now 
judg if there can:be any Addition to this my 
fevere Ufage; for upon that very Day on 
which this Execution was order’d to be done 
upon them, the Accufation was receiv’d againft 
me, from the Mouths of thefe villanous In- 
formers. What is then to be done? Have my 

OF 3 many 
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(f) By the King, | Theodorick King of Italy; who, after he had 
overcome and killed Odoacer, obtained that Crown, arno Chri 
{ti 409. 

(Z) Sanétuary. | As there were fome Temples amongft the Hea- 
thens, fo all Churches of the Chriftians were always efteemed 
. Afyla, or SanGtuaries. That fome amoneft the Heathens were Afy- 
la, appears from Virgil. 1.2, Afnéid. v.16. fhows ic: 

Et jam porticibus vacais, Funonis alylo, 
Cuftodes lecti Phenix & durus Ulyfles 


Prada affervabant. 
Alfo AEnéid. 8.0. 342. 
Hine lucumingentem, quem Remulus acer afylun 


Rettalit, ¢ gelidd monftrat fub rupe lupercal, 
And thatall Chriftian Temples were San@uaries, is plain ex Crd, 
Theod. 1. 9. tit. 47. de bis qui ad Ecclefias confuginnt. 

(h) Ravenna. | A City of Italy, upon the Coart of the Adriatick 
Sea. King Theodorick made this his Royal Seat, after the Defear 
of Odoacer and his Succeflors, The Kings of the Goris did, ‘afcer 
him, tahabic i. 
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many irkfome Labours and Enquiries after Wif- 
dom deferv’d this? or becaufe my Condemna- 
tion was before determined, fhall it quality 
thefe Men to be my Accufers? Is not Fortune 
afhamed; if not of the Accufation of injur’d 
Tnnocence, at leaft. of the Bafenefs and Infamy 
of its Accufers® But perhaps you may ask, 
what Crime. is, objeCted to me ¢ Tam accufed 
for defigning to preferve the Senate. Would. 
you know. the Manner and -Circumftances of 
my Treafon?, Why, ’tis urg’d, that I hinder’d 
an Informer from carrying. Proofs to the King, 
which fhould have declared the whole Senate to 
have been guilty of Treafon? And now, O my 
Miftrefs! what think you? fall I deny the 
Crime that I may not bea Reproach to thee ? 
No, it was always my Defire to preferve that 
Auguft Body in its Splendor, and in its juft 
Rights, and it {hall be fo to the laft Moment of 
my Life. Shall I confefs it? ‘Then the pre- 
tended Endeavour of putting a flop to the Ac- 
cufers will ceafe. Shall IT own it a Crimeto 
with the Safety of that Affembly? Indeed its 
unjuit Decrees againft me would make it look 
tobe fo. But Folly, which always flatters it 
felf, cannot change the Merit of things: Nor 
do I think it lawful, according to the Judgment 
of Socrates, either to hide the Truth, or own a 
Falfity. But however that Matter may be, I 
leave it to be weighed by you, and the Jude- 


ment 
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ment of the Wife, having both by my Tongue 
and Pen declared the whole Truth and Series 
of my Misfortune, and tranfmitted it to indifie- 
rent and unpreyudiced Pofterity. To what pur- 
pofe fhould: I {peak of ‘ thofe forged Lettérs, «in 
which Tam accufed, to hope for the Reftaura- 
tion of the Roman Liberty : ? Icould eafily e- 
nough have detected the Palfenefs of that Con- 
trivance, even by the Confeffions of my Accu- 
fers, (whic! is of greateft Weight in all fuch 
Affairs) if I might “have been allowed to have 
made ufe of them. “But what Liberty now can 
we ever hope to have? Would to Heaven we 
might expect < any. ! then I had anfwer’d them 
inthe Wordsof Canius; who, whenhe wasac- 
cufed by C; Czfar, Son ‘to Germaniciv, of being 
privy to 2 Conf (piracy againtt pel ee 
his Life, told ‘i | him, s If Thad (eifem a tetauiee 
known of fuch a De ign, thou ; 
hadst never hee “Ta wh ich thing, Sor row 
and my Risiictnes have not fo dulled my 
Senfes, that I fhould complain of the Contri- 
vances of wicked Men againtt the Vertuous. 
But I wonder that according to their Hopes 
they fhould have ettected chem; for the Will 
to do lil proceeds from the Defects of humane 
Nature: But it is prodigious, that every C on- 
trivance of ill Men fhould prevail againft the 
Innocent, even when the Hye of P Providence 
beholds it. Whence’ it was that one of hv 
4 Dif 
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Difciples properly enough asked, If there be a 
od, v vhence then proceeds Evil? If there be 
none, whenceGood? Be it fo, that 1t is natu- 
ral and it enough that ill Men, who thirft after 
Hise Blood of the Good, and of the whole Se- 
nate, fhould alfo promote my Deftru€tion, who 
ave always defended both againft their At- 


om 


tempts But have I deferv’d this Return from 
the Hands of the Senate? cec. -Thou maytt 


member, T imagine, becaufe always when I 
Ge or faid any thing, thou wert prefent, se 
didft dire me: Thou mayilt remember, 

fay , whenat (i) Verona, the King, greedy ae 
defirous of our common "Ruine, endeavour’d to 
have thrown that Treafon, for which Albinus 
was aceufed, on the whole Body of the Senate ; 
how Ithen, contemning any Soe which 1 
might run, did vindicate and defend that Or- 
der. ‘Phou knowtt this tobe Truth, and that 
i never was accuftom’d to value or praife my 


or er Aa ib for wholoevet fecks a 
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foil appr oving C ‘onthe ence. But now fee the 
uccefs of my Innocence, for inftead 
of receiving the Reward of true and {teddy 
| Vers 
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(2) Vo Gri A City of the Venetian Territory,: built by the 
der the Command of Biennus, firft called Brenawa, after: 


ak | 
wards Verowd, 
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Vertue, I undergo the Punifhment of Villany 
and Impiety ! What Judges were there ever, 
who even upon the manifeft Proofs of a Crime, 
did fo unanimoufly agree in Cruelty,that neither 
the Confiderations of humane Nature, which ne- 
ceflarily errs, nor of the Change of Fortune, 
which is fo uncertain to all, fhould encline 
fome of them to Pity and Compaffion ? If I 
had been accus’d of defigning to burn the Tem- 
ples, or. maffacre the Priefts, and fo deftroy 
all good Men, yet I fhould have been allowed 
to have been prefent, and upon my Confeffion 
or Convition by the Witnefles, fhould have 
received my Sentence. But now, for my Af- 
fe€tions and Services to the Senate, Iam un- 
heard, undefended, at the Diftance of (k) 500 
Miles condemn’d to Death, and (/) Pro- 
{cription. Omy Judges! may none of you be 
ever convicted of the like Crime; the Falfe- 
nefs of which even mine Accufers themfelves 
kniow, and that they are forced to throw ano- 
ther pretended Offence into the Scale ; which 

iS 
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(hk) goo Miles, | Ticinum or Pavia was fo far diftant from the 
Place where the Sentence of Boetius was pronounced. 

(1) Profcription, | Profcription was of two kinds: Qne was Pro; . 
{cription of Goods, when they were expos’d to Sale by Wri- 
rings affixed upon.-the publick Places of the City or Country where 
the Criminal dwelt. The other was a Profcription of the Perfon, 
by which ic was fignified that. the Offender was banifhed by the 
Magiftrates, and tharhis Abode in the Ciry or Country was nor 
fate, 
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is, that out of my Ambition and Defire of Dig- 
nity f hav e polluted my Confcience with the 
1 Sin of ‘(@) Sacrilege. But certainly thou, 

my Guide and | Directrefs, who art planted ind 
rooted inmy Soul, haft fo far driven out of my 
eart oth e Defire of mortal and fading aaphe 
hat u dof know (I being ever under. th 
ne ion) there could be ni0 Place there for 
that Impiety ; for thou didft daily inftil into 

my ma and Mind that golden Saying of Py- 

thagoras, * Folow God. Nor 

* "Fox Oc. was it convenient for me to 

feek Affiftance from foul and 

: unlawful Arts, whomalready thou hadft form’d 

: into the Exce atte ace and Likenefs of God. Thofe 

Of 
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(m) Sacrilege, | This. was another Crime obje&ed to Boctias ; 
but in what che Sacrilege did confift, which was laid co his charge, 
doth not fo well appeal to me. Monfieur de la Boucherte, the- 
French Interpreter of our Aathor, thinks it confifted in his having, 
by deceitful Arts, gained Suffrages for the advancing himfelf to 
the Magiftracy, which the Latins call, Crimen ambitus acircumeundo 
e fupplic oe ; and the Greeks Supeonomnay 3 which Stephanus, in 
radia gr. lingue verbo Suuonoms, interprets thus, Anueonortety fi- 

Ondine popularitas bujnfmodi. Anuores  Anuoxores 
ia ai evve viacntnr, quod pr ior concionibus tmultitudini lenocinari ¢ obe 
epere folet, Second mos vero potius munertbus gladiatoris ee fpettaculis, 
Virte Sif, Bud. p.811. Both thefe were Crimes punifhable by the 
Laws of thofe Countries. ‘Others, as Thomas Aquinas and Afcenfius, 
think chat it was the Crime of Sortilegivm, or Sorcer y, and practi- 
fing Magical Aarts, of which he was accufed: and that for facrile- 
gio we ought to re ead fortilegio, which feems to me to be true read- 
ine of It, ‘for feveral Reafons which would te too long to infere. . 


here. 
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of my + Family, my, Friends . ; 
alfo with whom I converfed, ,,.j izecensPene 
and Symmachus, that vertuous 

and.reverend Perfonage, to whom the Secrets 
of my Converfation could net be hidden, Go 
all, with one Voice, clear me, even from the 
Sufpition of that Crime, But, O Misforti ihe 
even thou art the greateft Caufe of that Credit 
which is given to my Accufers; for *tis be- 
lieved that T have ufed unlawful Ai rts, becaufe 
Thave been bred up under thy Difcipline, and 
imbibed thy Precepts. So that it isnot enough 
that that Reverence which 1s due to thee, th ould 
not reflect, with Advantage, upon me thy Dif 
ciple, if thy felf alfo do not fufler upon 1 my ac 
count. But this alfo is an heavy Acceffion to 
my Musfortunes, that the Opinions of mot 
People are not as they ought to be, grounded 


Soy 4 C ard S We Qk 
upon a due Confideration eae the 2 Merit of 
Things, but upon the Events of Rortune ; and 


> wer bored 
that that only {hould be: judged to be unde 

ken with prudent Fore- fight, which oa scrownd 
with anunhappy Succefs. Hence it is that mim 


who are unfortunate do lofe, before any ¢] ing 


the good Opinion of the World. It troub‘es 
me now to remember what are the various Ru- 
mours, the different and inconfiftent Cpinions 
of the People concerning me; fome condem 


pChlin 


ning, and fome def fending me and my C aute : 
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to the AffliCtions of the Unhappy, who are un- 
juftly perfecuted, than when Men think they 
juttly deferve the Miferies which they endure. 
And now Lam, at laft, robbed of my Eftate,fpoil- 
ed of mine Honours, injured inmy Reputation ; 
and inftead of thofe Rewards which I might 
juftly have expected from my Country, I have 
been condemn’d to the greateft Punifhment. 
But now behold a more afflicting Scene! Me- 
thinks I fee the Treacherous, the Unfaithful, 
the Injurious, and other moft Infamous Perfons, 
all without Caufe mine Enemies, over-flowing 
with Joy and Delight at my Misfortunes, and 
contriving new Accufations againft me: The 
Good are affrighted with the Horror of what 
I fuser, and ill Men are encouraged, by the Im- 
punity of others, to defign the greateft Wick- 
ednefles, and by Rewards to att them; whilft 

the Innocent are not only depriv’d of their Secu- 

rity, but alfo of the natural Privilege of de- 

fending themfelves ; therefore I may reafona- 

bly thus cry out : 
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METRUM YV. 
O ftelliferi Conditor Orbis, &c. 


‘ LL-knowing Architect, whofe powerful Hand 
Inimitably fram’d the ftarry Sky ; 

Who fix’d on thine Eternal Throne doft fit, 

Andwith a rapid Motion turwft the Sphears ; 

Who doft upon the Stars impofe thy Laws, 

And mak ft even Planets wander by a Rule : 

So that the Moon in glorious Array 

Meeting her Brother, clad with Beams of Light, 

Involves in fable Weeds the leffer Stars : 

But when to him {be nearer doth approach, 

Her Horns grow pale, and fhe is loft inClouds, 

From his cold Bed thou Hefperus doft raife 

To ufber in the Shades of coming Night ; 

And then doft make him change his wonted Cour/e, 

To be the pale-fac’d Harbinger of Day; 

From which Employ he Luciter és calla. 

Thou, when the fierceft Blafts of Winter rage, 

Doft fhorten Day when ripening Summer comes, 

Thou doft give Wings to the flow Hours of Night ; 

Thou rub t the checquer’d Seafons of the Year : 

So that the Leaves which Boreas blows off, 

When his Autumiual [poils he proudly boafts, 
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The gentle Zephyres kindly do reftore, 

And (nx) Syrius broods upon the Fields of Corn, 
Which the induftrious Swain before had fown 
Under (0) Ar&turus colder Influence. 

Nothing in Nature can Exemption plead 

From that Eternal Law, whice long hath fixrd 
And chaiw a each Being to tts proper Place. 
Why then aot thou all other things direct - 
Towards the end by thee before defigwd, 
And only leav ft Man’s Actions uncontroul’d, 


In 
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(2) Syrins. | Oras fome write Scyrius, is called {0.4 cvtegy ex- 
ficco, codry up, and is a moft bright Star placed in the: Mouth ‘of 
che Conftellation called Canis major, the greater Dog.; which when 
ic arifeth, accompanieth the Rifing Sun from the Month of uly, 
at which time the ripened Corn feemeth to wither. Which 
Star, becaufe it appeareth in the Mouth of the greater Dog, is 
named Canichla. 

Fam rapiaos torrens (itizntes Syrins Indos 
Ardebat Celo, & medium Solignens orbem 
Hauf{erat, arebant herbe, > cava flumina ficcis 
Faucibus ad limum vadit tepefacta coquebant. 
Virgil. 4. Georgic. v. 425. 
———_—- Tin fleviles ex were Syrins agros 
Arebant herbe, Cx victim foges agra negabat. 
Virgil. Aincid. 1. 3.VeId4e 0 9 “ean ae 

(0) Aréturus. \ Quafi dex]s 827, is a Star in the Sign of Bootes, 
near the Tailof the grearer Bears which Star doth accompany 
the Rifing Sita from the Month of Oéfober, at which time the 
Earth begins to cherifn or nourilh the Seed committed to it. 

“At fi non fuerit tellus factnda fub ipfun 
AvElurun, tenui-fat evit fufpendere fulco. 
Vireil, Georg. L. 1. v.67. & V- 204- 
: Preterea tam funt Arclurt Sydeva nobis 
Fiedovumque dies fervandi, & lucidus angun : 
Quah, quibus in patriam ventofa per equora veces 
Pontus, & Oftriferi fauces tentantur Abydt. 
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In Paths uncertain leaving him to tread ? 

Why fhould unft able Fortune’s erring Power 

Such mighty Changes in the World work, 
Whilft Innocence nas the Reward of Cr 1H712e5, 

W "hilft GLEE Vice plein is enthrow d, 
And on the Neck of Innocence doth tread ¢ 
Vertue obfeure Cy 2é glected aha contemm d 

Doth lie, » vhich yet in Darknefs bright appears, 

Ana th’ tin} uri | Innocent thot e Ch. sis doth be ear, 
In which the Criminal jaftly ‘fhould be bound. 
“No Perjury him nor Fraud can ever hurt 

Tf witha hing V arnif{o colour’d over ; 

But when he’s pleas 'd to ufe his mighty Power, 
He can even K ings and Potentates {ubdue, 
Whore all fe y do honour ana revere. 

0 thou who with fair Concord’s la fling Bands 
The d difagreeing PE ities doft bind, 

Behold the Earth, which now fo long hath LOAM by 
Opprefs'd wath } Hblente dad Mp ‘ery | 
Behold, poor Man, not the leaft noble Part 

Of this great We ork, tofs°d on “the romling Waves 
Of gt gia ldy wee hance, na almoft left alone 

Without a Pilot or a Polar ‘Star, 

By which to freer to his long-mifPd- -for Port 
Affwage at length thefe raging Floods, 

Great Governour > ana ws i hoe ap the Heaven, 

Soon a ftable Bottom fix the Earth, 


PRO- 
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Whilft my continued Griefs forc’d me to 
breath out thefe Complaints ; fhe, witha plea- 
fant Look, and no way mov’d with my Ex- 
preffion of them, befpake me thus: WhenI 
firft faw thee, fad and weeping, I knew thee 
to be miferableand in Banifhment ; yet at what 
diftance from thy home I did not know, till I 
gather’d it by thine own Difcourfe: But in- 
deed thou art not. driven out of thy Country, 
but haft wandered thus far from it; yet if thou 
hadft rather be thought to have been violently 
remov’d, thou haft done thy felf this Injury, 
for it wasnever in the Power of any other Per- 
fon to have done it: For if thou doft call to 
mind of what Country thou art, a Country not 
soverd by the Fury and Extafies of a giddy 
and paffionate Multitude, asthat of the Athe- 

nians was heretofore; but £75 sole - 

liad. 9. vG- Set, &s BaoAeds, Where there 
is only one Lord, one King, the 

Almighty Governour of the Univerfe, who 
wifhes the Encreafe and numerous Profperity, 
and procures the Welfare of all his Subjects and 
Citizens, and loves not to leffen their number, 
by fending them into Banifhment: to obey 
whofe Laws, and to be govern’d by them, is 
the nobleft Liberty and greateft Happinets. 
| Krowtt 
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Know’ft thou not that moft antient Law of thy 
(p) Commonwealth, which does decree, that 
it fhall not be lawful to banifh any Man from 
it, who had rather fix his Abode there than in 
any other Place? For whoever hath once at- 
tained to the Happinefs of being fettled within 
the Bounds of that Territory, can never be pres 
fum’d to deferve the Punifhment of Exile; but 
whoever once leaves off to defire to be an Inha- 
bitant there, at the fame time leaves of to de- 
ferveto be fo. Therefore the Countenance of 
this Place, however difmal, ‘does not move me 
fo much as thine own Looks. I do not here fo 
much look for thy (q) Library, the Walls of 
which were fo well inlaid with Ivory, and a- 
dorn’d with Glaffes, asthat noble Cabinet and 
curious Repofitory of thy Mind and Thoughts. 

But 








(P) Commonwealth. | Philofophy ufeth here the word Civitas in 
a double Senfe, which may agree with Heaven and with Rowe, 
which are both faid to be the Countries of Boetiazs. The moft an- 
tient Laws of Rowe condemned no body cto Banifhment,; much lefs 
the Laws of Heaven, when any one hath fixed his Heart thére. 

(q) Library.\ The Antients ufed to adorn their Houfes with 
Gold, Ivory and Glafs, which made a great part of the Expence 
of thofe times, as noble Buildings, Banquets, and a great Atcen- 
dance do of thefe; Men thinking chat they draw a Refpects Ad- 
Miration and Honour from others by them. 

Fit fbrepitus teckis, vocemque per ampla volatant 
Atria, dependent lychni Laquearibus auress 
Incenfi; e& notkem flammis funalia vintant, 
Viveil. 14 ZEntid. v.29. and Horat. libs 2 Ode 18, diflinguithing 
_humfelf from the great Men of his time, faith, 
Non Ebur, neque aurenm 
Mea renidet in domo Lag anar. 





24 Boetius of the B.t. 


But Idid depofe that there, which makes even 
thy Books valuable, theie choice and obferva- 
ble Sentences, which are the Quinteffence of my 
voluminous Writings. Thou haft indeed {poken 
much Truth upon the Stibje@ of thy great 
Merits from the Publick : but confidering what, 
and how many they have been, all that thou 
haft faid of them is but little. ‘The Particulars 
which thou haft recounted of thy Integrity, and 
the Falfenefs of thine Accufation, are well 
known to all Men: And thou haft done well in 
being fhort in the Account of the Frauds and 
Villanies of thine Accufers, becaufe it will found 
better out of the Mouth of the People, who 
know all this. Thou haft alfo feverely in- 
veighed againft the unjult Decree of the Senate. 
Thou haft been much concern’d for the Injury 
done to me, and thou haft bewail’d the Lofs of 
the good Efteem which Men had ofthee. Thy 
laft Complaint was againft Fortune, and that 
Rewards and Punifhments were not equally 
diftributed, according to the Merits of Men: 
And inthe end, thy diftemper’d Mufe wifhes 
that the fame Peace which makes the Felicity of 
the calm Regions above, might alfo governand 
refide upon Earth. But becaufethy Affections 
ate yet tumultuous and diforder’d, and becaufe 
the mutinous Paffions of Grief, Anger and Sad- 
nefs'do varioufly and fucceffively draw and di- 
ftraét.thee: Thy Mind, I fay, being in fucha 

State, 
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State, ftrong and vigorous Medicines are 
not proper for thee; therefore, for the prefent, 
we will ufe more mild ones: fo that thofe Hu- 
mours, which by frequent Difturbances Howed 
in upon thee, being now gather’d to a Head, 
and come to a Confiftence, may, by gentle Ap- 
plications, be mollified, and be fitter to bear 
the more powerful Workitigs of ftronger Re- 
medies, which in time may diffipate them. 


eee 





METRUM VI. 
Cum Pheebi Radiis grave 
Cancri fidus ineftuat, &c. 


\ Hen Phoebus: in his yearly way 
{ Tor) Cancet doth a Vifit pay, 
Who to th’anwilling Earth commits the Seed, 
Shall have no Crop, but may én Acorns feed: 
When armd with Frofts and crown’d with Snow; 
Swell’d Boreas from the Hills doth blow : 
No one or to the Groves or Woods then goes 
To crop the purple Violet or Rofe. 
If thou wouldft prefs the winy Grape 
Let Tendrels in the Spring efcape : ae 
D 2 For 
(7) Cancer} Is one of the Twelvé Signs of thie Zodiack, and ig 
placed in that part of the Heaven which the Sun, going towards 
the North, touches about the end of Zune, and maketh the longeft 
Day of the Year 3. turning from thence-Southward, from whence 


the, Circle which Afironomers make to pafs through this Sign, is 
eatiéd the Tropick of Gancér, 
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For the great Patron of Mirth and Wine, 
Doth for Autumnus Head his Chaplets twine. 
To every Work God, doth affign 
A proper and a fitting time : 
Nor fuffers any thing to pafs its Bound, 
Which Nature in her Actings would confound. 
For he who leaving Order, trays, 
And wanders in untrodden Ways, 
Can never hope that lad Succe/s {hould crown 


That Work which he with [miling Hopes begun. 


PROSA VI. 


Phil, Firft then wilt thou fufler me to try the 
Eftate, and feel the Pulfe of thy Mind, by a 
few Queftions ; that fo I may better underftand 
thy Malady, and prefcribe the Methods of thy 
Cure? Boet. Ask me what thot pleafeft, and 
I willanfwer thee. P..Thinkeft thouthat this 
World ismanag’d by blind Chance and Fortune? 
or doft thou believe that Reafon hath any fhare 
in the Government of it? B..Ido by no means 
believe or imagine, that things, fo certain in 
their Methods, and fo regular in their Motions, 
{hould be mov’d and informed: by fo unfteady a 
Caufe: but I know that.God, the —Mafter- 
workman, doth prefide over his Work; nor 
{hall any ‘ime or Accident ever move me from 
the’Truth of this Opinion. ‘P. So ’tis indeed ; 
and of this, a little before, thy Mufe did fing 
when thou, didit alfo deplore the Misfortune o! 

Man, 
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Man, whom alone thou didft believe, not to be 
under the Care of Providence; though, that 
every other thing was govern’d by Reafon, 
thou didft not'doubt. But it is miraculous to 
me, that thou, who haft fo juft Notions of all 
things, fhouldft be in fo ill a State of Health; I 
will therefore fearchfurther, for I believe thou 
yet laboureft under fome notable Defe&t: But tell 
me, becaufe thou doft not at all doubt but that 
the World is govern’d by God, by what kind of 
Governmentare its Affairs managed? B. Ican- 
not wellcomprehend thy Queftion, therefore I 
cannot readily anfwer it. P. Twas not then 
deceiv’d when T thought there was fomething 
wanting, fome Vacuity or Breach by which 
this whole Train. of Perturbations found a way. 
into thy Mind. But tell me, doft thou remem- 
ber what is the chief End of all things, and 
whither the whole Mafs and Body of Nature 
doth tend?) B. T have heard what it is, but 
my Griefs have dulled my Memory, and eras’d 
almoft every.thing out of it. P, But how then 
doft thou know trom whence all things have 
their Being? B. ‘That I remember well, and 
told thee, it was from God. P. And: how then 
doth it come to pafs, that thou knowing the 
Caufe and Beginning of all things, fhouldit be 
ignorant of their End ? It hath ‘ever been of the 
Nature of thefe Perturbations, to have a Power 
to unfettle Mens’ Minds, and to interrupt the 

D 3 Re- 
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Regular Courfe of thinking; but they never 
yet could wholly alienate them from the genu- 
ine Sentiments of true Reafon : But I pray thee 
anfwer me this, Doft thou remember that thou 
arta Man? B. Iam not fo much diftemper’d 
but remember that. P. Canft thou then tell 
me what Man is? B. If thouaskeft me, if 
know my felf to be a rational and a mortal 
Creature, Tanfwer, I do know and coniefs my 
felf tobe fo. P. And doft thou not know that 
thou art fomewhat more than that? B. No. 
P. Now I know another, and the greateft 
Caufe of thy Diftemper; which is, that thou 
hait loft the Knowledg of thy felf: SothatI ~ 
have plainly found the Source of thy Diftem- 
per, orrather the way of reftoring thee to thy 
Health: For becaufe thou art confounded, with — 
the Oblivion of thy felf, thou complaineft of 
thy Banifhment, and of the Lofs of thy Eftate. 
And becaufe thou doft not know what is the 
End of things, thou doft believe wicked and 
Jawlefs Men to be powerful and happy. And 
becaufe thou haft. forgotten by what Methods 
the Worid is govern’d, thou doft imagine that 
the many Vicilitudes and Changes of worldly 
Affairs, come to pafs of themfelves, and are 
not directed. by any Governour ; and doft be- 
Jieve there are no Caufes of fo important Ef- 
fects. Thefe may. certainly, not only be great 
Occafions of a Difeafe, but even of ee ¢ 
7 elf. 


B.1. Confolation of Philofopby. 39 


felf. But, Thanks be tothe Author of Health, 
who hath not fuffer’d thee to be wholly de- 
ferted by Reafon; the true Opinion which 
thou haft of the Government of the World, 
which thou believeft not fubyett to Humane, 
but to Divine Wifdom, makes me not doubt 
of thy Recovery: For by this fmall Spark, 
there is to mea great Aflurance of vital Heat: 
But becaufe the Time is not yet come tor 
{tronger Remedies, and becaufe it is natural to 
us to imbrace falfe Opinions; fo foon as we 
have laid afide the true, from whence a Mift 
of Difturbances arifeth, which hinders us from 
a true perception. of Objects, I will endeavour, 
by Lenitives and Fomentations, to diflipate it ; 
fo that that Darknefs being removed, thou 
mayit eafily perceive the Brightnefs and Glo- 
ries of the true Light. 





aoe 


METRUM._. VIL 


Nubibus atris 
Condita nullum 
Fundere poffunt 
Sidera lumen, &c. 


| Hen fable Clouds oer|pread 
The Star-be[pangled Sky, 
Each little Flame doth hide its Head, 
i | And feem to die. 
D4 Wher 
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Vhen a brisk Gale at South 
Wrinkles the Oceaws Brow, 
And by its Force the Froth 
Brings frome below ; 
Though {he before were clear 
And Chryftalline her Face, 
Her Beauties then will difappear, 
And lofe their Grace, 
The rapid Torrent which 
Takes from the Hills its Source, 
Some Rock or Shelf doth oft impeach, 
| And flop its Courfe. 
And thou, if thou wouldft fee 
Truth by the cleareft Light, 
df thou in Paths fecure aud free 
Wouldft walk aright, 
Drive flattering “foys away, 
And banifh fervile Fear ; 
Le¢-vain Hope never with thee ftay, 
| | Nor Grief appear. 
Clouds overfpread that Mind, — 
And it receives a Chain, 
Where thefe an open Extrance find, 
And where they reign. 





emer 





The End of the Firft Book. 
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BOOK the Second. 


The ARGUMENT. 


Philofophy urges feveral Reafous to Boetius, wh 

| We ool bi fo much ee the Return of his 
former Fortunes. The Defeription of Fortune. 
Her Difcourfe to Boetius, that he is not unhappy, 

~ but yet blef[ed with much Felicity. The Defcripti- 
on of humane Felicity; that it doth not confit ix 
the Gifts of Fortune, nor in Riches, nor in Dig- 
nity and Power, nor in Glory and Fame; ana even 
that fometimes adverfe Fortune ts profitable. 


PROSA I. 
# Aving faid this, fhe was for fome time 
| filent; and when fhe perceived that I 
* difpofed my felf with a modeft Silence 
and Attention tohear her, fhe thus befpake ie 
/ 
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If I can fee at all into the Caufes and Habits ' 
of thy Difeafe, thou art affected with the Lofs 
of thy former Fortune, and languifheft with 
the Defire of its Return: The Change of that, 
asthou imagineft, towards thee, hath perverted 
thy Faculties, and alter’d the whole State and 
Contftitution of thy Mind. I underftand the 
manifold Deceits of that (4) Prodigy, and I 
know the bottom of that Familiarity fhe 
ufeth towards all them whom fhe defigns to de- 
ceive, till fhe hath left them ‘plunged in Sov- 
row, and overwhelmed with Misfortunes and 
Defpair. And if impartially, and without Paffi- 
on, thou wilt call her to remembrance, and 
confider well her Nature, Habits and Deferts, 
thou wilt foon be undeceived, and find, that 
even when fhe did moft carefs thee, thou didft 
never enjoy, nor that fhe having now left thee, 
thou doft lofe any thing of Beauty or of Worth. 
But, Ithink, I need not labour much to recal 
thefe things into thy Memory ; for thou wert 
wont, when fhe was prefent, and flattered thee 
moft, to ‘oppofe thy manly Words toher Al- 
lurements, and to affault her with Arrows 

drawn 





& (a) Prodigy.) Prodiginm, by Cicero, is called that which fore- 
tellech future Events, /. 2. de Nat. Deor. Since therefore Fortune 
is fo inconftant, that’ when fhe is profperous fhe feems to foretek 
Adverficy, and when fhe is adverfe to prefage Profperity, fhe may 

here be properly ftiled Prodiginm. | 
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drawn from my Quiver; (6) I mean with 
choice Sentences extraCted from my Precepts 
and Labours. But every fudden Change works 
a great Alteration in the Mindsof Men: Hence 
it isthat thou alfo art departed from the wonted 
Tranquillity and Peace of thine. But it is now 
time to give thee fome Emollients and pleafant 
Lenitives, which may make way for more pow- 
erful Medicines. Approach then, Rhetorick, 
with all thy perfwafive Charms, who then on- 
ly doft keep the right Path, when thou doft 
not fwerve from my Inftitutions and Doétrines ; 
and with Rhetorick let Mufick alfo draw 
pear another Servant of my Retinue, and 
warble out Numbers fometimes more light 


and airy, fometimes more weighty and con- 
fiftent. 


What 


Sse 








(b) Here the Words of Boetins are, De noftro adyto prolatis in- 
fe&tabave fententiis: The Senfe of which Words I have, I think, 
fully enough rendred. Adytim was a Sacred Place in the Temple, 
into which it was lawful for none but the Prieft to enter: Its Na- 
ture will appear from the Greek Etymology of the Word, which 
comes from « called privativum, and dvw ingredior. The Hea- 


thens alfo called the Place from whence the Oracles were given, 
advnv’ LEN f; 2o ; 


Sufpenfs Euypilum feitatum Oracula Phoebi 
Mittimus : ifque adytis bec triftia difka reportat. 


Since therefore Philofophy is faidto have her Temple and her O- 
racles, fhe will alfo have her Adytum, out of which fhe draweth 
her Sentences : Of which Sentences Boetivs made ufe whilft he was 
profperous, to the purpofe mentioned above. : 
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What is it then, O Man, which hath plunged 
thee into this Abyfs. of Mifery and: Sorrow ? 
Certainly thou haft' feen fomething aftonifhing 
and new. Doft thou think that: Fortune ts 
changed againft thee ? Thou art-deceived: This 
was always her Cuftom, and is her Nature: 
She hath rather, in this Mifadventure of thine, 
preferved her Conftancy in:changing: Such fhe 
was when fhe deluded thee with her Blandifh- 
ments and falfe Shews of Felicity. Thou haft 
had before a full. View of the direét Face of 
this blind Divinity, and thou haft alfo now be- - 
held her Reéverfe: She, who nicely conceals 
her {elf to others, is wholly difplayed and open — 
tothee. If thou approveft of her Manners and 
Cuftoms, ufe them, and complainnot : Ifthou 
doft abominate her Perfidy and Falfenefs, con- 
temn and caft her off, whofe Sports are fo dan- 
eerous and hurtful: For that which occafions 
thy Melancholy, ought to have beena Caufe of 
thy greateft Joy and Comfort: For fhe hath 
forfaken thee; of whom no Man can be fecure 
but fhe will leave him alfo. Doft thouthen 
éfteem that to be Happinefs which is ever 
paffing, and will not flay? Is that. prefent: For- 
tune fo dear to thee which is notpermanent, 
and which, when. it-is gone, leaves Griefs and 
Difcontents to fucceed in its place? So that if a 
Man at his. pleafure. cannot retain her, andif 
when the goeth away the maketh’him mifera- 

| | ble, 
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ble, what.is fhe, being fo ready toitake-her 
Flight, but afure Prefage of;future-Calamity ? 
But it is not enough to behold thofe Objects 
which are placed before our Eyes ; for Wifdom 
hath a Profpect to the End and Event of things; 
and Fortune often changing from Adverfe to 
Profperous, and from Profperous to Adverfe, 
fhould make Men neither fear her Threats, nor 
defire her Favours. “To be fhort, thou muft 
with Patience and Equality of Soul, bear 
whatever is acted by her upon the Scene of 
this World, when ‘thou -haft once -fubmitted 
thy Neck to her ponderous Yoke: -For | if 
thou doit pretend to preferibe a certain \time 
of Abode and Recefs to her, whom thou 
haft freely, and of thine own Accord, chofen 
to be thy Soveraign and Miftrefs, art thou 
not injurious to her? and doft thou not, by 
Impatience, imbitter thy Lot, too hard al- 
ready, which thou canit not alter by: thy 
moft vigorous Efforts? If thou once haft 
{fpread thy Sails to the Winds, «thou then 
canft not choofe thy Port, but muft go whi- 
ther they will blow.thee. When thou com- 
mitteft thy Seed-to’the Furrows, remember 
that fometimes the Years are fruitful, . often 
barren. Haft thou given up thy felf to the 
Governance of Fortune ? thou canft then do 
no other thing.than obey her.Commands. .Doft 
thou endeavour to arreft the forward Force Ms 

the 
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the rolling (¢) Wheel? O thou moft fottifh of 
all Mortals! when Fortune once becomes _{ta- 
ble and fixed, fhe, inthe Hour fhe is fo, leaves 
off to be Fortune. 


METRUM L 
Hec, cum fuperba verterit vices dextra; 
Exeftuantis more fertur Euripi, &c. 


I. 

When with her Hand (be {hifts the Scene of Faté, 
She like (d) Euripus often ebbs and flows ; 
Raifing the Captive from his humble State, 

She from his Throne the mighty Monarch throws. 
) Tf. 





(c) Wheel. The Antients feigned Forrune not only to be blind, 
but placed her on a rolling Stone, becaufe fhe feemed not only 
rafhly, but with a blinded Force to adminifter ill things to good, 
and good things ro ill Men 5 but alfo like a Wheel, or any {pherical 
or globular Machine, to be rolled and turned by a natural Ne- 
ceflity: Therefore it is che greateft Folly to expect Conftancy in 
her Adtings. | 

(d) Euvipus.| There are two forts of Exripi; one fort is made 
by Art, the other is Natural: The firft fort is*of two kinds, as 
Water-pipes made thar Water may mount in them; or Conduit- 
pipes, which turn round, ufed in Fountains, Gardens, or the 
like: The others are In-lets of Water, Cuts, or Channels, for the 
Commodity of Merchandize or Travel, as we fee them frequent- 
ly in feveral Countries. ‘The natural Ewripus is that whichis now 
called by the Italians J firetto de negro ponto; by the French Le 
Deftroit de negropont; or oftner, Le Deftroit de? Euripe. Ic is a 
Strait of the Aigean Sea, feparating Boctia, a Region of Achaia, 
and the [land Exbea, to which it is joined, to the City of Chalci, 
by a wooden Bridg of 50 Paces only. Enripus is of the Extent of 
So Miles, and ebbs and flows feyen times every Day, as Pliny and 

Mela ceftify. 
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{T. 
When the Unhappy weep, {he fights their Tears, 
Nor will fhe hear the mifer able Groan, 
But cruelly {he doth feal up her Ears 
Againft the Cries of thofe {be hath undone. 


IIT. 
Thus doth {he jport, and thus fhe boafts her Power, 
And treats her Followers with a pleafing Show ; 
If in the running of 4 nimble Hour 
She makes the moft exalted Hero low. 


PROSA_QU. 


UT now I would difcourfe thee a little 

in the Stile and Perfon of Fortune, and 
obferve whether her Queftions be reafonable or 
not. Firft; Why, O Man! doft thou by thy 
daily Complaints accufe me as guilty ? What 
Injury have I done to thee ? What Goods or 
Advantages have I withdrawn from thee? Im- 
plead me before what Judg thou pleafeft, con- 
cerning the Poffeffion of Wealth and Digni- 
ties, and if thou canft prove that ever any Man 
had a true and fix’d Propriety inthem, I will 
then readily grant, that thofe things were thine 
which thou doft fo earneftly defire to be refto- 
ted to thee. ‘When Nature firft brought thee 
out 
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out of the Womb intothis World, I received 
thee naked, neceffitous, and ftripp’d of all 
things, and (which now is the Caufe of thy 
Impatience againft me) I indulgently educated 
thee, Theaped. my Blefflings upon thee, and en- 
compaffed thee with Glory and Splendor, and 
with an Affluence of all things which were in 
my Power: now when Ihavea mind to with- 
draw my Bounty, and to {top the Current of 
my Favours, be thankful for the Ufe of that 
which was not properly thine. ‘Thou haft no 
juft Caufe of Complaint, for thou haft loft no- 
thing which was thy own: Why then doft 
thou mourn? I have done thee no Wrong. 
Riches, Honours, and all other things of that 
kind, are fubjeCt to me, and in my Power; 
they are my Servants, and acknowledg me 
their Miltreis ; they come witli me, and when 
I. depart they follow. I dare boldly affirm, 
that if thofe things (the want of a thou 
doft now deplore) had been thine own,. thou 
hadit net loft them: Shall I alone be forbid to 
exercife my. own, Power, and to ufe my own’ 
Right? Heaven takes the liberty to .blefs the 
World with fair.and funny Days, and again.to 
vail them in dark and cloudy Nights... The 
Year graces the Face of the Earth with Fruits, 
and. bindeth her Head with Chaplets of Flow- 
ers ; and. again fhe deftroys thefe with Rains 
and Frofts, ? Tis lawfulalfo for the Sea sow to 

appear 
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appear with a calm and {mooth Brow, and a- 
gain to ragé in Storms and Tempefts: And 
fhall the boundlefs .Covetoufnefs, and other 
depraved AffeCtions of Men, oblige ine to Con- 
ftancy, whichis fo contrary to my Nature and 
Cuftoms ? This ismy Power, and this my con- 
tinual Sport and Exercife. FE turn witha flying 
Motion the rolling Wheel, pleafing my felt 
to exalt what was below, and to deprefs and 
humble what was on high: Afcend then, if 
thou pleafeft, to the height, but upon this con- 
dition, that thou fhalt not think Ido thee an In- 
jury if I make thee defcend when my Sport or 
Humour require it. But art thou not acquaint- 
ed with my Ways. and Methods? Dott thot 
not know that (e) Cre/us King of the Lydidns, 
who, not long before, having been formidable 
to Cyrus, and being taken by him, was led to 
the Flames, to be a miferable Sacrifice to his 
Fury ; was delivered by a Shower, which in 
-that Moment was poured down from Heaven ? 

E Haft 





(€) Cratfss, | He was the laft and che richieft King of the Lydi- 
‘ans, who having been once overcome by Cyrus King of the Perfi- 
ans, and rebelling againft him, he was condemned to be burnt : 
He being upon the Pile, cried out, O Solox, Solox, Solon: Cyrus 
‘asking him who So/oz was, he anfwered, Solos was a very wife 
Man, who long fincetold me, that noone was happy in chis Life, 
‘which I now find by experience. Then Cyrzs confiderittg che 
Changeablenefs of Fortune, ordered the Fire which was miade for 
the Execution tobe extinguifhed ;: buc a Shower from Heaven fet 
down, and put it out before he could be obeyed, 
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Haft thou forgot how Paulus Amilius, Con- 
fulof Rome; when he had taken (f) Perfeus 
King of the Macedonians, was grieved, and 
even wept for his Sorrows and Captivity ? 
What doth the Tragick Buskin more exclaim 
againft than Fortune, overturning with an un- 
diftinguifhing Stroke the Happinefs and Peace 
of Kings and Common-wealths? Dift thou not 
learn, when thou wert young, that Fupéter, at 
the Entry of his Palace. of Ofmpws, doth al- 
ways aeferve * two. great 
Ned dghig » (&) Tuns; out of the one of 
lca grey. ~~~ Which he difpenfes Good, ‘out 
of the other Evil to thie 

World ? ‘What if thou haft drunk too deep of 
the Veflel of Good? What if, for the prefent, 
Thave only vailed my felf, and am not wholly 
departed from thee? What if even this ted 
u~ 


© 
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Cf) Perfizs.) The Son of Philip, daft King of the Macedoni- 

ans, wasovercome by Paulus A:milins, the Roman Conful, at Sa- 
mothrace, and with his Sons led in Triumph: When he was firft 
taken, and brought before Paulus, he, pitying lis Fortune, wepr, 
atid: commanded him to fit down by him. 
(2) Avo ris aides | This Dogrine of the Platonifts Boetias 
learnt when he was2 young Student at Athens : For thofe Philofo- 
phers finding chat the Souls of Men, which they believed were 
formed long before they were joiacd co the Bodies, did. fomeiof 
them live miferable, and fome of them mote happy, feigned 
that two great Veflels did ftand before the Gates of Jupiter's Pa- 
lace ; one of which was filled wich Good, the other with Evil: 
of either of which, as. the Souls which were to be infufed into ~ 
Bodies did drink, they were to have an happy.or aumiferable Lot 
upon Earch. 
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Mutability, fo much complained .of, which is 
of my Biteace, fhould give thee juft Caufe to 
hope for, and expeét better things? Yet do not 
defpair, be not difmayed; nor defire, whilft 
thou art plac’d within the common Circum- 
{tances of Humanity, to live under a Law, to 
be calculated for thy Meridian, and tobe ap- 
propriated to thy Complexion and Inclinations. 


METRUM IL 


I. 
Si quantas rapidis flatibus incitus 
Pontus verfat arenas, &c: 


If Plenty from her teeming Hora, 
As many Riches on the World {bould pour, 
As there ave Sands upon the briny Shore, 
Or Stars in Heaven before the purple Morn, 
Inthe triumphal Chariot of Day, — : 

All feen from far upon the Eaftern Way; 
Yet would not miferable Man 
Ceafe to complain ; 

_ Bat with his caufelefsCries . . 

He would importune Heaven, and pierce the Skies. 


| | II. : 
Although his Prayers reach the Almighty’s Ear, 
Though with Succefs he crown his Vow, 
Though Wealth and Honour on him he confer, 
det Cares his Mind,and Clouds poffe/s bis Brow : 
|i 2 
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He thinks his prefent Bleffings poor, 
And wildly gapes, and ever calls for more. 

What Carb, or what commanding Rein 
. Can Avarice within juft Bounds retain? 
Since, when full Streams of Bleffings onus flow, 
Our Thirft doth till increafe,c> our defires ftill grow. 
The. Manwho thinks he’s poor, though rich he be, 
Doth truly labour under Poverty. 


Se A ELON TET ITE I ST 


PROSA TIL 

Pdi. Y F therefore Fortune fhould fpeak for her 
felf to thee on this manner, I believe 

thou haft not any thing to anfwer ; or if thou 
haft any thing by which thoucanit defend thy 
Complaint, offer it, and thou fhalt have free 
Liberty to {peak. Boer. ‘Thefe things which 
thou urgeit are indeed {pecious, being enriched 
with allthe Charms of Rhetorick and Mufick ; 
yet their Sound then only affects and delights 
us, when they {trike our Ears: But the-Mife- 
rable have a much,.deeper Senfe of their Mit 
fortunes, which thefe Notes cannot remove; 
and when they leave of to entertain our Ears, 
their Sorrow, which is fettled within, with 
greater Force attacks the Mind. Phi. So it is 
indeed; for theie are not Specificks for thy Dif 
eafe which rebels againft ats Cure, but rather 
Nourifhers- of it: when time ferves I fhall ad- 
munifter 
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minifter thofe things which will pierce to its 
bottom. But, neverthelefs, that:thou.maytt 
not number thy felf among{t the Miferable, let 
me ask thee, haft thou forgot the meaftire of 
thy Happinefs and Profperity ? I {peak not of 
the Care which the Chief Men of the City took 
of thee, when thou wert left an Orphan, when 
thou wert graced with the Affinity of thofe 
great Perfonages, and wert taken into their Af- 
tections, before thou wert received into their 
Alliance, which. is the moft happy and eftima- 
ble kind of Propinquity. Who did not account 
thee moft happy in the Noble Alliance of thy 
(+) Fathers-in-law ; in the chafte and exemplary 
Vertues of thy (2) Wife; and in the Noble 
Difpofitions of thy (&) Sons? I pafs by (for 
common things I will not mention) thofe Dig- 
nities conferr’d upon (2) thee in thy Youth, 
which have often been denied to antient Men; 
for [am impatient to come tothat.which was 

K.3 + tthe 


(>) The Fachers-in-law of Boetius were Feflas and Symmachus, 
of whom mention is made inthe Life of Boetixs. 

(+) Though Boetias had two Wives, Elpis and Rafticiana, yer T 
fuppofe mention is made here only of Rufticiana, becaufe fhe only 
was living at thar time when this Book was compofed. | 

(Ck) Boetius had four Sons 5 Patvicixs, Hypatius, Symmechus, and 
Boetius 5 that two of chefe were Confuls is certain, bat which they 
were I do nor find, 

(1) Boetins being young, was admitted into the Order of the 
Patricii, and perhaps he had been honoured wich the Confylzte, 
which Dignity was rarely conferr’d upon any one before the zorh 
Year of his Age. 
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the Crown of thy Felicity: Ifthe Fruits of hu- 
mane Labours can have any Weight of Happi- 
nefs, can the Memory of that Day, for any 
vil which may fince have befallen thee, ever 
pafs out ofthy Mind, in which thou faweft thy 
two Sons advanced tothe Degree of Confuls, 
carried from thy Houfe, accompanied by fo 
great a Number of Senators, and with the Joys 
and Acclamations of the People? when thou 
faweft them inthe Court placed in their Gz) Cu- 
ruleSeats, and thy felf in the Praifes of the ab- 
fent King Thecdorick did{t difplay the Treafures 
of thy Wit, and didft deferve the Crown of 
Eloquence? when in the (#) Cérews thou fitting 
betwixt the Confuls, didft fatisfy the Expe€tati- 
on of the Multitude, which ftood about thee, 
with a triumphal Largefs? Thon then didf 
flatter Fortune by thy Expreffions, when fhe 
Lae feerned 

















(m) Cwule Seats. Ye was the Ivory Chair which was in the 
Chariot in which the Chief Magiftrates of Rome did rides From 
hence they were called Magiftratus Cwrules, who only had the Righe 
of fetring up Images. Curulis, a curri dempto altervo: nam Sena- 
toves qui Curulem magifiratum, i.e. magorem honorem gerebant, honoris 
gratia, in Curiam vehi foliti evant Currn, in quo fea erat Ebarnea, fi- 

- pra quam confiderent. Gell. eer 

(#) The Circus.) It wasa Place of an Oval Figure, in which the 
Romans, by the Appointment of Tarquinius Prifeus, one of their 
firft Kings, did exercife their Games: from whence thofe Games 
were called’ Cir‘cenfes. Cuftom required afterwards, that every 
one who was created Conful, fhould in chis Place make a great Ex- 
pence in entertaining of the Roman People with the ufual Games, 
otherwife they did not ingratiate rhemfelves with them, nor did 
feem to {apport honourably their Chara@er. NS 
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feemed to hug and carefs thee as her Friend and 
Delight. ‘Thou then receivedft from her fuch 
a Gift as was never before made to any private 
Man. Wilt thouthen come toan account with 
her ? This is the firft time that! fhe hath looked 
unkindly uponthee ; and if thou wilt equally 
weigh the Number of thy Bleffings and AM- 
ctions, thou canft not but in Jufticeacknowledg 
that thou art yet happy: For if therefore thou 
doft efteem thy {elf unfortunate, becaufe the 
things which heretofore feem’d pleafing to thee 
are paffed away, there is no-reafon for it, be- 
caufe even thofe. things which do now afflict 
thee, doalfo pafs. Art thou but juft now en- 
tred a Stranger upon the Scene of this World ? 
Doft thou but now appear in this Theatre? 
Believeft thou that there can be any Conftancy 
or Stability in humane Affairs, when thou. feeit 
that an Hour, or a quicker Minute, diffolves 
humane Nature, and feparates the Soul from 
the Body ? For although there is feldom Hope 
that the things of Fortune will continue with 
us, yet the laft Day of a Man’s Life feemeth to 
be the laft alfo of that Profperity which re- 
mains withus. Where then isthe great Difte- 
rence? What doth it import then, whether 
thou by Death leaveft it, or it by Flight doth 
leave thee ? | 
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METRUM_ JIL. 


Cum Polo Phoebus rofeis quadrigis 
Lucem {pargere cceperit, &c, 





I. 
When Phebus from his rofeal (0) Coach 
. Difpenfes Light, and opens Duy, 
The Stars grow pale at his Approach, 
And foun the Glories of his Ray, 
Eitding their Heads whilft he’s upon his way. 


Th 
The Woods the Vernal Rofes wear 
When the Life-breathing (p) Zephyrs blow ; 


if 





arsheniin Se 





(0) Rofeis quadrigis. | The Sun was feigned by the Poets to be 
drawn in a Coach by four Horfes, 24x. Pyrois, Hous, Ethox, and 
Phlegon ; by which Fire, Light, Heat and Flame, the four princi: 
pal Effeéts of the Sun, as alfo the four chief Hours of the Day, 
may be fignified. Ovid. 1. 2. Metamorph. 

Interea volucres Pyrois, AEous @ A&thon 
Solis equt,. quartufque Phlegon hinnitibus aw'am 
- Flammiferis implent,. pedibufque repagula pulfant. 

Cp) Zephyrs.) Zephyrns is a {oft and warm Wind blowing from 
the Weft, and-by ics Quality it makes che Earth fruicful; there- 
fore it is called'by the Greeks Zéqueys quali Zoupoess, a bringer 
of Life: by the Latins it istermed, Favonius a fovendo, from ches 
rifhing or keeping warm, as if ic were the Geniral or Elemental 
Spirit of the World, as Pliny faith, 1. 10. ¢. 26. . 
: —— Partmit almas ager, Zephyrique tepentions auris 

Laxant arya jinus. Yirg. 1.2. Georg. ie 
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If to the @) South the Wind doth veer, 
No more thofe Beauties then they fhow, 
Vhich charmd our Eyes when the gay Flowers did 


(grow. 
Ii. 
Sometimes I have the Ocean feen’ 
Clear, undifturd and free, 
With Looks all radiant and ferene : 
But if the Winds awaken’d be 
Fhe Waves then fwell and roll outragtoufly. 


IV, 


—— 


(q) Anfter] Is the Wind blowing from the South, and is of a 
moift and warm Nature. It isefteemed moift, becaufe ir gathers 
again thofe Humours which the North-wind had difpelled and 
(cattered ; Hence by Virgil it is called humidus ; by Horace, Udus 5 
by Ovid, Aquaticus; by St. Auguftine, Pincerna pluviarum ; and by 
Boetius, Nebulofus. cis efteemed hot and warm, becaufe it blow- 
eth from the South; or becaufe by its Moiftnefs or its Heat, or by 
both, it is hurcful to living Creatures, and to Plants, but particue 
larly to Flowers 5 from whence Virgil, J. 1. 

Arboribufque fatis Notus, pecorique finifter. 
And Eclog. 2. 

Eben quid volui miféro mihi, floribus Anftrum 

Pevditus, & liquidus immifi fontibus apyos, 
This Wind is a particular Enemy to Rofes: Hence Stativs 1, “e 
Sylvarum s 

Pubentefque rofe primos moriuntur ad Anftros, 
Therefore Auffer, by our Author, is faid, fpirare infzzum, to blow 
madly 5 and whilft ic blows, decus abire fbinis, chat is, ic makes the 
Rofe co wither or die, which as itis the Queen of Flowers, and as 
itis produced from a Thorn, foit isthe Glory of that Vegerable, 
Hence Avtonins Hallens, a Norman Writer, very elegantly ex; 
preflech himfelf: 





Ortus tamen ipl memento 
O Rofa pulchralis : teinformis {pina creavit. 
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IV. 
If all things vary thus their Forms, 
Axnd nothing certain doth appear, 
Wilt thou commit to the wild Storms 
Thy Veffel, and let Fortune freer ? 
"Tis fure that nothing can be conftant here ! 


ncaa cee ning meg eta ea ARATE tee oe ee em ee > 


PROSA IV. 


Boet. LL this which thou recounte{t, O: 

{-\& thou Source and Nourifher of all 
Vertues, is moft true; nor can I deny the quick 
and early Arrival of my Profperity. But one 
thing, when I remember it, doth moft fenfibly 
affi&t me; for nothing doth more add to a 


Man’s Infelicity, than the remembrance that he. 


was once happy. Phil. That thou doft yet 
groan under the Torment of thy il-grounded 
Opinion, isnot to be imputed to the evil Eftate 
of thy Affairs ; for if this empty Name of un- 
certain Happinefs moves thee, do but recollect 
withme, what Plenty thou enjoyeft, and what. 
is yet referved fafe to thee: And therefore if 
thou yet doft poffefs that which in the beft times 
thou didft account moft precious, it being yet* 
by the Hand of Heaven preferved fafe and in- 
violate, canft thou jaftly then complain of the 
Injuries of Fortune? Syamachus thy petri 

: aw, 
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law, the Delight and Ornament of Mankind, 
whofe Welfare thou wouldft readily purchafe at 
the rate of thy Life; one, who by an admuira- 
ble Temper and Mixture is wholly made up of 
Wifdom and Vertue, is yet fafe, and fearlefs 
of his own Concerns; only laments thy Inju- 
ries, and grieves for thy Misfortunes. Thy 
Wife yet. lives an Example of Modefty, anda | 
Pattern of Chaftity; and that I may in one 
Word include all her Endowments and _ Per- 
fections, the true Refemblance of her Father: 
She lives, I fay, and being weary of Life, 
breaths only for thy fake, and Gn which thing 
alone I will yield that thy Happinefs recetves 
Diminution) {fhe pines away with Grief and 
Tears, and with the Defire of once more en- 
joying thy fweet Converfation. Why fhould 
Imentionthy Confular Sons, in whom, being 
yet fo young, fo much of the Wit and Spirit of 
the Grand-father and Father doth fhine’? Since 
then it is the chief Care of Men to preferve 
Life, thou art moft happy, if thou wouldft but 
know it, to whom fo many Advantages and 
Bleffings yet remain, which all Men value above 
Life. Wherefore dry up thy Tears, Fortune 
hath not exprefled her Rage and Malice againtt 
you all; nor hath the Tempeft been too vio- 
lent, whilft thy Anchors yet hold, and afford 
to thee Caufe of prefent Comfort, and Hope of 
future Felicity. Bo, And may they ever hold! 
Stats ee fOr 
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for whilft they are firm, however things go, 
I fhall fhift fo as to keep my Vefiel above the 
Water,.and perhaps to efcape; but notwith- 
ftanding you may fee from what Advantages 
and Dignities lam fallen. PA. I fhould think 
that we:had made a good Advance, if thou 
didft not yet retain a Concern for the Diminuti- 
on of thy former Eftate. But I cannot fuffer 
that thou fhouldeft, with fo much Delight, 
mention thy Fortunes, and in fo much Anxiety 
bewail the Lofs of fo fmalla part of them: For 
whofe Felicity is fo well grounded, who hath 
not in fome things caufe to quarrel with his 
Lot? The Condition of humane Goods is anxi- 
ous andinconftant ; for either they do not all at 
once arrive, or if they do, they make no flay 
withus. One Manis blefled with a great Affu- 
ence of Wealth, but he is afhamed of the Bafe- 
nefs of his Blood. The Nobility of that Man’s 
Defeent makes him confpicuous, but being un- 
eafy within the Bounds of a narrow Eftate, and 
fo unable to bear up the Port of his Anceftors, 
he had rather live retired and unknown... © Ano- 
ther abounds with Wealth, and is nobly born 
too; but he is unmarried, and to compleat his 
-Happinets he would have a W ife. Another is 
happy in Wedlock, but be wants Children, and 








ny Children, but is foon. again mortified by fee- 


ing 
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ng theevil Courfes which they take. ‘There- 
ore we fee, that no Man can ealily agree with 
he State of his Fortune ; for in all Conditions 
there is fomething which, untry’d, a Man doth 
not know, and which after trial he doth not ap- 
prove. Add alfo to this, that the Senfes of the 
Happy are refined and delicate ; and unlefs eve- 
ry thing happens to them as they defire, or 
when it pleafeth them, they are impatient: He 
who is not ufed to Adverfity, is overcome and 
thrown down by every crofs Adventure; and 
the leaft evil Acccidents difcompofe him: upon 
{o minute and flender things doth the Happinefs 
of the moft Fortunate depend. How many 
Men arethere in the World, doft thou believe, 
who would think themfelves advanced almoft 
to Heaven, if they could attain but to the leaft 
part of the Remainder of thy Fortunes? + This 
very Place, which thou callefta Place of Ba- 
nifhment, is their Country: who inhabit it: 
And thy Miferies arife only trom the ill-ground- 
ed Opinion that thouart miferable. - And again, 
every Lot may be happy to that Man who can 
with Equanimity and Courage bear it. Who is 
he fo happy, who when once he grows impati- 
ent, doth not defire to change his State of Life ? 
fow much is humane Felicity imbittered ! 
which though it may feem {weet to the Enjoyer, 
yet is not to beretained, but when it pleafeth 
takes its Flight? So that hence it may appear, 
how 

















62 Boetius of the B.2. 


how miferable even the greateft Felicity of Men 
is, fince it will not remain with thofe, who 
with Equality bear every kind of Lot, nor will 
bring Comfort to thofe whofe Minds are anxi- 
ous and oppreffed. Why therefore, O wretched 
Mortals, do ye fo induftrioufly feek abroad for 
that Felicity which is placed at home within 
your felves? Error and Ignorance miflead and 
confound you. But I, infhort, will fhew you 
the very Hinge upon which the trueft Happi- 
nefsdoth turn. Is there any thing more preti- 
ous and eftimable to thee than thy felf? No, 
thou wilt fay: Then if thou wilt weigh things 
Well, and gain the Command over thy felf, 
thou wilt poffefs that which thou -would{t ne- 
ver lofe, and which Fortune can never take 
fromthee. And that thou mayft fee that Bea- 
titude cannot confift in thofe things which are in 
the Power of Fortune, only confider thus; If 
Happinefs be the Sovereign Good of Nature, 
living and fubfitting by Reafon, then that thing 
cannot be it, which can by any means be with- 
drawn from us, becaufe that which cannot be 
taken away is worthily efteemed the moft ex- 
cellent. Hence it appears that Inftability of 
Fortune is not fufceptive of true Happinefs. 
Add to this, that he who is carried away by 
fading Felicity, doth either know that it is mu- 
table, or he doth not: .If he knows it not,. 
what Happinefs can he take in the Blindnefs of 
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is Ignorance? Ifhe knows it, he muft necefla- 
ily be afraid left he fhould lofe that which he 
cnows is eafily to be loft; and in that cafe his 
ontinual Fear will not fuffer him to be happy. 
erhaps he cares ‘not if he fhould lofe it, and he 
vould not be much troubied at its Lofs.§ Even 
truly the Good is ‘but very {mall and inconfidera- 
yle, the Lofs of which a Man can bear with 
uch Equanimity and Unconcernednefs. And 
yecaufe T know that thou art one who haft been 
ully perfwaded, and by many Demonttrations 
convinced of the Immortality of the Souls of 
Mien; it alfo being evident that the Goods of 
Fortune receive a Period with our Bodies by 
Death ; it cannot then ‘be doubted but if Death 
an put an end to our Happinefs, that all Men, 
when they die, are plunged into the Depths of 
Mifery.. And fince we know well, that many 
Men have endeavoured to obtain Felicity, not 
only by undergoing Death, ‘but by fuffering the 
moft cruel Pains and Yorments, how then can 
it be imagined that this prefent Li‘e can make 
Men truly happy, fince, when it isended, Men 
do not become miferable? 


M E- 
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METRUM Iv. 


Quifquis volet perennem 
Cautus ponere fedem, &c. 


Who warily would fix his Seat, 
On which no Eaftern Winds {bould beat, 
Nor Waves which rage against the Shore 
Have any Power, 
He muft not build upon the high 
And lofty Hills, which brave the Sky ; 
Nor will his Houfe fecurely ftand 
Upon the Sand. 
Each Blaft will one of them annoy, 
And all its Force on it employ : 
The other being loofe and light, | 
Can't bear the Weight. 
Seeing the Danger then is great 
To him that loves a pleafant Seat, 
Lay thy Foundation upon 
The firmer Stone ; 
And then though Air and Sea conjpire, | 
Contemn their Rage and flight their Ire: 
So happily in thy ftrong Hold 
| Thou mayft grow old. 


PROSA 
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PROSA Y. 





8 UT forafmuch as the Applications 
B » of my Reafons have funk into thee, 
[think it is now time to ufe fome more power-. 
ful Medicines : Go tothen, if the Gifts of For- 
tune were not fading and momentary, asthey 
are, What is there to be found in them which 
may, at any time, be accounted thine? or which, 
if it be thorowly confidered and:looked into, 
will not appear to be vile and unworthy ¢ Are 
Riches in their own Nature, or by the Eftima- 
tion of Men, pretious? What fort of Riches is 
moft excellent ? Gold, ora great Matfs of Silver 
sathered together ? But this appears more glo- 
rious by {pending it, than by treafuring it up ; 
for Avarice always makes Men odious, and 
Bounty makes them famous and renowned. 
And if that which is conferr’d upon another 
camyiot continue with any Man, then certainly 
is Money moft pretious when it is tranflated to 
others, and ceafes to be poflefs’d by him who 
hath given it. Ifall the Money that ts in ail 
Parts of the World were gathered into one 
Hand, the reft of Mankind would be needful 
and want it. The Sound of a Voice, if it be 
entire, and not obftructed by any Medium, doth 
at the fame time fill the Ears of many People ; 
B but 
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but Riches, unlefs they be diminifhed and can- 
ton’d, casnot mect the Neceffities of many ; 
and that being done, they whom they have 
left muft unavoidably fubmit to Poverty. O 
thereforé (may I juitly fay) narrow, mean, 
and even poor Riches! which cannot all be en- 
joyed by many at the fame time, and which can- 
not be poffefs’d by one, without impoverifhing 
and ruining the reft of Mankind! Doth the 
Brightnefs of Jéwels attra&t the Eye? But if 
there be any thing extraordinary in their Splen- 
dor, it is the Brightnefs of the Stones, and not 
of the Eye which beholds them; therefore I 
very much wonder that Men fhould admire 
them: For what is it which wantsthe Facul- 
ties and Motions of a Soul, and the Contexture 
of Joints, which can really feem beautiful to a 
rational Nature ? For although from the Hand 
of the great Workman, and for Diftinction’s 
fake, they have derived fomething of an infe- 
riour Grace and Beauty, yet they are placed 
below thy Excellence, and by no means wor- 
thy to attract thy Admiration. Doth the Beau- 
ty of the Fields delight thee much? Boe. Why 
fhould it not? for it is a fair Part of the faireft 
Work, the Creation of the Univerfe : So fome- 
times we are delighted with the Clearnefs of 
the Sea’s Face; fometimes we admire the Hea- 
vens, the Stars, the Sun, and Moon. P47. What 
do thefe things concern thee ? Dareft thou glo- 


ry 
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ry in the Splendor of thefe things? Art thou 
embelifhed, or any way diftinguifhed by the 
Flowers of the Spring? or doth thy -Plenty 
{well in the fruitful Face of Summer? Why 
art thou carried away with empty Joys? Why 
doft thou embrace that Good which is out of 
thy Power? for Fortune can never make that 
thine, which the Nature of things forbid to 
befo, The Fruits of the Earth are doubtlefs 
for the Nourifhment of living Creatures; and 
if thou wouldft confine thy felf to the fupply- 
ing only of the Neceffities of Nature, thou 
would{t not fo much feek after the Affluence 
and Gifts of Fortune: For Nature is fatisfied 
with few things, and thofe the leaft: And if 
thou doft, after fuch Satiety, overcharge her 
with Superfluities, that which thou dof fu- 
peradd, becomes either unpleafant or hurtful to 
her. ‘Lo proceed, doft thou thik that it re- 
commends thee tothe World to fhine in Varie- =» 
ty of coftly Clothes ? the Sight of which, if it 
be gratefulto the Eye, the Matter or the Inge- 
nuity of the Workman isto be admired. Doth 
a great Retinue, and the Attendance of a nu- 
merous. Train of Servants, make thee happy ? 
if thofe Servants be vitious, they are a great 
Burden to the Houfe, and pernicious Enemies 
tothe Mafter of it, Butifthey be good, why 
fhould the Vertue and Goodnefs of ochers be 
put to thy Account? From all which it plainly 
tg ADs 
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appears, that none of thefe. which thou didi 
number among thy own Goods, were really to 


be efteemed fo. In which, if there be no things 


defirable, what Reafon is there that thou 
fhouldit grieve forthe lofs of them, or rejoice at 
their pofleffion’ If they are fair or beautiful by 
Nature, what doth that concern thee ¢ For fo 
by themfelves, wholly fequeftred,from_ thy 
Riches, they would pleafe: They therefore are 
not to, be efteemed pretious. becaufe they are 
numbred amoneft thy Goods, but becaufe they 
f{eemed fo before. thou wert defirous. to poflefs 
them.> What. is it then, that with fo much 
Noe, and fo much Addrefs, we defire of For- 
tune?, Itis, perhaps, to drive away:the Fear of 
Poverty bya general Affluence of Weaith ; but 
this often happens otherwite: for there is great 
need of many Helps even to keep fo great an 
Acceflion.of Furniture, and Variety of things 
aiter they.are obtained: And it.is moft true,. 
that they’ want moft things who poflefs the 
noft: And on. the other fide, they want the 
teweft who meafure their Abundance by the 
Neceflities of Nature, and not by the Extrava- 
sance of Excentrick and irregular Defires. Is 
it fothen, that Men have no proper and genu- 
ine Good planted within them,. but chat they 
muft: be forced to. go abroad to feek it ? Are 
things fo changed, that-Man, that excellent 
Creature, whofe Reafon almoft entitles him to 

Di- 
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Divinity , can be no other way fenfible of his 
own Glories, than by the polfett on of foul-lets 
and unneceliry things? All other Beings are 
content with their own Endowments, and you 
onl = (who are the Image of God). vainly feek 
acceffional Ornaments for your excelling Na- 
ture, fromthings placed fo much below a 
si under flanding how great an Injury you dc 
by rit to your Maker. He ordained the Race of 
en to excel all other earthly Creatures ; and 
you deprefs your Dignity and Prerogative below 
the loweft Bei ings. Bor if that Good which be- 
longs to any thing b be more pretious and worthy 
than that ¢! hing to which i it belongs , fince you 
efteem’d the moft contemptible things to be 
your Good, you fubmit ‘your felf, “by that 
your Efteem, to them, and take the lower 
Place: And this is but what you deferve. For 
fuch is the Nature of Man, that he doth then 
only excel other Beings, when he knows him- 
felf; But he may be ranked ‘below the Beafts 
that perifh, when he once flights that neceflary 
and important Knowledg : Fot fuch Tenorance 
is natural to other Creatures ;° but to Man i it is 
unnatural anda Vice. How weak and open an 
Error is it in Men, who i hie ine that any thing 
wich is foreign to their Na es, can bez in Or- 
nament to them ? iis at penri in Reality be 
fo ; rey if any thing look bright.a: elorious 
with that which is put upon if, that which co- 
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vers it is faid to fhine, and is admired ; but not- 
withftanding the thing covered ftill continues 
in its natural Impurity and Difefteem. I there- 
fore deny that thing to be good whichis hurtful 
to him who poflefles it. Am I deceived in 
this? Thou wilt fay,no; for Riches have often 
hurt their Pofleflors, fince every ill Man is the 
more defirous of other Mens Riches, and he 
thinketh him alone who isin poffeffion of fuch 
things, to be a Man of Worth, and to be 
efteemed. Thou therefore who now fo much 
feareft to be affaulted by the Spear or the 
Sword, if thou had{t entréd into the Path of 
this Life not incumbred with Riches, thou 
mightit, like the way-faring Man, with an 
empty Purfe have -fung before the Robbers. 
The Happinefs then derived from fading Riches © 
is glorious indeed and great ; by the poffeffion 
of whicha Man lofeth his Security and Quiet. 





METRUM V. 


Felix nimium. prior. etas 
Contenta fidelibus arvis, ¢e. 


I. 
Too happy they, and too much ble{s’d, 
Who did in former Ages live 
Content with what the faithful Earth did give, 
Who Nature's kindly Produits thought the beft ! 
Th Fy 
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They, yet not loft in Luxury, 

Did with the Acorn Hunger fatisfy, 
And the moft carving Stomach fill. 
They knew not Hypocras zor Hydromel, 

Nor could the differing Elements join 


Of Honey and of racy Wine ; (bine, 
Nor didthe (r) Serian Fleece in(s) Tyrian Colours 
F 4 TT. 





(7) Seian.| The Seres were People who, Orofus faith, 2. 3¢ 
C.23. did inhabit a Country berwixt the Rivers Aydafpes and In- 
dus, in whofe Territories groweth a Tree covered with a {mall 
Down, according to feveral Aurhors, as Virgil. Georg. 1. 2. 

Veileraque ut foltis depect ant tenuia Serves. 
And Seneca in Oct. v. 667. 
Nec Meonia diftinzuit ace 
Que Phebers fubditus Euris 
Legit tows Ser arbovibus. 
Clandianalfo, Car, v.179- 
Stamine. quoi molli tondent de ftipste Serves. 
This Down is produced from the Bowels of the Silk worm, which 
Worm is elegantly defcribed in the following Verfes by Autonius 
Halleus, mentioned before : 
Eft Olli mater favies, dat frondea Nutvix 
Pabul1, Thysbes Morus polluta cruore. 
Queis avidam ut claufus Latebrofoin carcere pavit 
Tugluviem, totoque Satur jam cor pore turget. 
Vifcera dum vacuans paulatim huic molle figurat 
Lanicinn 5 illuviemque modus in tenuta miris 
Nec fila, e& teretem glomerans convolvit ix orbem. 
Ut vero emeritus perfecit nobile penfum 
Exanimo fimilis, pretiosa nt conditus Urna. 
Hic jacet, at luct mox redditur; induit alas, 
Jamgy; avis, cr vermis, neutrumq, ¢& denig, monftram. eft. 

(s) Tyrian] Is the Purple with which Silks are died, and it 1s 
callea Zyrium venenum, becaufe ic isa Liquor drawn froma Shell- 
fifh, and enters into and infe&tsthe Wool, or the Silk, as Poifon doth 
the Bowels and Veins of thofe-who tike ic: Jt has che Epithet of 
Tyrinm, vecaule Tyre, a City of Phenicia, was famous for the Fifhery 

of the Murex, which was the Shell-fith yielding this Purple Liquor. 





ho 
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iI. 
Our Fathers on their graffy Beds did fleep, 
Had fmiling Vifions and in[piring Dreams, 
The palling Rivulets and lucid Streams 
Gave whole om dria ehts. Under the fpreading Shade 
Of the tall Pine é, thr ough which no Ray could peep, 
The gentle Mortal carelels lay, 


Shunnine the Heats of the Meridian Ray, 











bik Til. 
No Manz did plow the Deep, or lbs the Floods 
With felling Canvals and with bufy Oar : 
Nor did t the Meany then expofe his Goods 
To fale “pon an unknown Shore. 
The threatning Ni otes 5 of ‘the hoarfe Trumpet thex 
Did not the Man oh War awake - : 
Ambition did no hat g ful Quarrels mare, 
Nor bining Blades with th Purple fain : 
For headlong Fury never could 
Mo is eo Aen to gotoWar, 
When what was got Was bat aW ound or Scar, 
And t ee was no Reward for fhedding Bloody 


IV. 
O that. thofe Days would come again 
Which lone ago went floating by, 
And fwallowed in the mighty Gulf of Tz ime, 
Make now an aby part of vaft Erernity | 
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The Love of Wealth doth all engage, 
And more.than (t) Etna’s Flames doth rage, 
And nothing can the burning Thirft affwage. . 
I fare the Man who broke the deep 
And fecret Clofets of the Earth, 
And gave to Gold and Diamonds a Birth, 
Which in their Caufes didtdefire to fleep ; 
And whence athoufand Troubles Men do daily reap! 


PROSA VI 


UT why fhould I difcourfe of oo 

ties and Powers, which Men (wholly 
ignorant of the true Nature of Dignity oat 
Power) advance and extol to the Skies ? 
which, if they are conferr’d upon a wicked 
Man, not the raging Flames of 4'twa, nor the 
moft impetuous Deluge ravage fo much , 
nor do fo much harm as thofe Weapons 
in fuch an hand. I believe you remem- 
ber, your Anceftors defired to abolifh the 


Con- 





ea pte 





od 


(t) Aitna.| The Loye of Riches is fitly here compared to 
a Fire of Aina, for tua 1s a Mountain in the Ifland of 
Sicily, called now by the ae it Mont Gibelfo, which always 
burns and flames, and is celebrated by moft of the antient Po- 
ets. Virg. 1. Georg. 

Vidimus undantem ruptis fornacibus ZEtnam, 
Flammarumque globos, liquefackaque volvere (axa. 
And by feveral others, whofe Defcriptions of ir are common, 
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(«) Confular Government, which gave begin- 
ning to the Roman Liberty, becaufe of the 
Pride of the Confuls ; as their Anceftors before, 
for the fame Confideration, had banifhed Kings. 
out of their City. But if fometimes (which 
feldom happens) good Men arrive at them, 
what other thing is tlere pleafing in them, be- 
fides the Probity of thofe who ufe and enjoy 
them ? So it comes to pafs that Vertue recetves 
not Honour from Dignities, but Dignities 
derive Honour from Vertue. But what 1s this 
Power fo much celebrated, and fo much de- 
fired ? © ye terrene Animals! do you not con- 
fider who they are over whom you feem to ex- 
ercife Authority? Tf thou fhouldft fee an am- » 
bitious Moufe, claiming a Superiority with her 


felf 











(a) Confular.| Tarquinius Superbus, the laft of the Roman Kings, 
being become hateful by his Tyranny to the People, who were 
alfo the more jnraged by the impious Violence of Sextus his Son 
committed upon the Chafliry of Lucretia, was expelled, by the 
AfGitance of Brutus, after he had reigned twenty five Years : 

Then Lucivs Junins Bratus, and Lucius Tarqninius Collatinus, were 
firft created Confuls. At length as the Form of the Roman Go- 
vernment had changed from Regal to be Confular, fo, according 
to Livy, ic was again changed from that of Confuls to that of the 
Decom-vivi : For the Pride of the Confuls every Day encreafing, or 
rather the Fiercenefs of the People being not wholly fubdued, 
which had derived its Original from Shepherds, and other favage 
People, who at firft for their Defence had gathered into a Body, 
the Confuls were laid afide, and the Decem-viri fucceeded 5 whofe 
Power, becaufe they had aéted many things very tyrannically, 
was condemned, and taken away the third Year after it had been 
incr oduced intothe Government. ‘gl 
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felf over the reft of her Species, wouldft thou 
not almoft burft with Laughter ?. So then, if 
thou confidereft the Contexture and Temipera- 
ment of his Body, what canft thou find in the 
World more feeble than Man, or more fubject 
to Cafualties and Misfortunes, to whom even a 
Fly (one of the {malleft Products of Nature) 
by a Bite, or by creeping into the fecret Re- 
ceffes of his Body, may be the Caufe of 
Death? But why {hould any Man exercife Au- 
thority over another, unlets it be over his Body, 
or what is yet inferiour to that, over his Poffeffi- 
ons, whichare the Gifts of Fortune? Shalt thou 
ever gain an Afcendant over a free and clear 
Soul? Shalt thou ever move the high-born 
Mind, confiftent with it felf, and knit together 
by the Bands of Reafon, from the proper Cen- 
tre of its Quiet ? When a certain Tyrant once 
thought by Torments to compel a (vy) Free 
Man to difcover fome Perfons who had con- 
{pired againft his Life, the Man bit off his own 
Tongue, and fpit it in his Face {welling and 
bloated with Rage: fo by his Wifdom difap- 

pointing 


oe 








(w) Philofophy fpeaks here of Avaxarchus the Philofopher, a 
Follower of Democritus: This Anaxarchus having incurred the Dif- 
pleafure of Nicocreon King of Cyprzs, was ordered by him to be 
put into a Mortar, and to be pounded with great brazen Peftles : 
He bore it with fo great Courage and Patience, that he faid to che 
Tyrant, Beaton, beatonthe Back of Azaxarchus, thou canft nor 
hurt-him, The Tyrane-faid he would pluck our his Tongaz; he 
hearing that, prefently bicic off, and fpic ic in tlie Tyrant’s Face, 
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pointing the Tyrant, and making thofe Tor- 
ments which his Cruelty had defigned, Matter 
of ‘Triumph to his Heroick Courage. ‘To go 
further, what is it that any Man.may do to ano- 
ther, which another may not do again to him? 
Wearetold, that it was the Cuftom of (x) Bz- 
fivis to kill his Guefts, and himfelf at laft was 


killed by Hercales his Gueft: (y)’ Regulus after 


a Victory put many of the Carthaginians into 
Chains, but himfelt foon after was forced to 
yield to their Fetters. Doft thou therefore think 
that the Power of that Man ought to be mag- 
nified, who cannot hinder another from com- 
mitting that upon him which he lately com- 


mitted upon another? Confider too, that if 


there were any thing of proper or natural Good 


in thefe Dignities and Powers, they would ne- 
ver be attained by wicked Men, for difagreeing 
things 








A ree 


(<) Bufirs,| He was the Son of Neptune by Lydia the Daughter 
of Epzplus, and a mott cruel Tyrant of the Egyptians: He facri- 
riced his Guefts to Fupiter, not fparing the Prieft from whom he 
had received the Counfel to do it: but whilft he prepared to give 
the fame Treatment to Hercules, he was, with Amphidama his Son, .. 





“aad his Minifters and Officers, killed by Hercules at che Altar. 


Quis aut Enryftea durum: 
Aut illaudati nefcit Bufridis aras.. Virg. Georg. I. 2. 

(y.) Regulus. | He was Conful, and having vanquifhed the Swlea 
til, Who inhabited that Country near the Apennine Mountains, 
whichis now called Parte dela Terra d’ Otranto, he triumphed at 
Rome, and was the firft of the Roman Generals who condu@ed a 
Fleet into Africas and being himfelf raken by the Carthaginians 
whom ke had conquered, he was put to Death by them by cutting 
off his Eye-lids. : : 
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hings do not ufe to unite; and Nature forbids 
that contrary things fhould join: So that feeing 
wicked Men do often execute Offices of Digni- 
ry and Truft, it appears that they are not good 
inthemfelves, becaufe they can refide in fuch 
Subjects. ‘The fame may -alfo be moft juftly 
faid of all the Gifts of Fortune which are moft 
commonly fhewed in greateft Plenty upon the 
wort of Men. It ought alfo to be confidered, 
that no Man doubteth him to be valiant, in 
whom he hath feen the Vertue of Fortitude 
fhine: nor him to be fwift of foot, inwhom 
he hath feen Swiftnefs. So Mufick maketh a 
a Mufician; the Science of Phyfick a Phy- 
fician; and Rhetorick a Rhetorician. The 
Nature of every thing acts properly accord- 
ing to its End, nor is mix’d with foreign 
EfteCts of differing Beings, but of its own Ac- 
cord repels what is contrariant to it, or may 
be deftruCtive of it. Riches cannot extinguifh 
the unquenchable Thirft of Avarice ; nor can 
Power give him Command of himfelf, who is 
already the Slave of his Vices, and bound in the 
infoluble Chains of his Lufts. So Dignities con- 
ferr’d upon ill Men do not only not make them 
worthy, but rather fhew their Unworthinefs 
by laying them open, and difcovering their 
Shame. But how comes this to.pafs? you.are 
pleafed toimpofe upon things falfe Names, and 
differing from their Natures, which are often 


1° 
ld] d 
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laid open, and appear by the Effects of thofe 
very things: fo that even thefe Riches, and this 
Power, and that Dignity, ought not of right 
to be called by thofe Names. And laftly, the 
fame thing may be faid of all the Gifts of For- 
tune, in which it is manifeft, that nothing is 
defirable, nor is there any thing of native Good 
in them, fince they are not always the Lot of 
good.Men, nor make them good to whom they. 
are allotted. 








METRUM VL 
Novimus quantas dederit ruinas 
Urbe flammata, patribufq; cacis, &c. 


. We know what Ruine (2) Nero’s Rage did caufe, 
When he(a\burnt Rome,& triumph'do’r its Laws, 
When 


_ (x) Nevo.] He governed che Roman Empire about the Year of 
Chrilt 57. So long as he ufed the Advice of his Mafter Seneca he 
governed well, but he being removed, he fellinto a Courfe of all 
Wickednefs and Impiety, and becamea great Example of Infamy, 
Luxury, Avarice and Cruelty. Firft he appeared upon the Thea- 
tre not only as an Aor, but as an Harper: Nexc, he would wear 
no Habit twice 5 he would never travel without a thoufand Car- 
tiages, and all che Shoes of his Mules were of Silver: He fithed al- 
ways witha Golden Net, and with purple and fcarler Cords: He 
gaping atrer all Metts Goods, did only defire to appear rich. Laft- 
ly, having ordered Rome to be burnt, he laid it to rhe Charge of 
che Chriftians, and put to Death the Chief of them, Peter and 
Paul the Apoftles; as alfo Sentca his Matter, Astonia his Aunt, and 
Britannicus his Brother, Ofavia his Wife, Agrippina his Mother 3 
and at lafthe killéd himfelf. Vid. Sweton, l. 6, ae 

(a) Burnt Rome.) He did not burn the whole Ciry, only a Pare 
of ic, where the wort Buildings were; which he did for a Toft, 

chat he might by ic reprefenc the Sicge of Tio. Svetes, J, 6, 7 


+ 

















B.2. Confolation of Philofophy. 79 


When all the (b) Confeript Fathers he did kill ; 2 
When yet his (¢) Brother’s Blood which he did fpill, ~ 
Was warm, his (a) Mother'a fad Vitti fell, 5 
Then whilft the Body cold and breathlefs Lay, 
Without a Tear the Tyrant did furvey 
Its Parts, each Fault, each Beauty did efpy ; 
Thefe he did praife, and thefe he did decry. 
This Monfter yet to all thofe (e) Lands gave Law, 
Which Phebus ia hes daily Voyage fam, 

Stretch- 





(b) Toe Confcript Fathers. \ A blazing Star, faich Sxetonias, which 
is thought co portend Deftruction to Governments and Porentates, 
egan now for feveral Nightsto appear. Nero being troubled at 
this, confulted Babylus an Aftrologer 5 he anfwered, chat Prizces 
were wont to expiate thefe kind of Portents by fome illuftrions 
Slaughter, and co avert their Effedts from themfelves, by throw- 
ing them upon the Heads of their Minifters and the Magiftraces 
upon which Advice he fencenced all rhe Nobility and Senators co 
Death. 

(c) His Brother.| Britannicus who was the Son of Claudins by 
Miffalina, as he himfelf was by Agrippina, he poifoned him. 

(d) His Mother.\ Agrippina was Daughter to Germanicus, Sifter 
to Caligula, Wife, firft of Domitianus, afterwards of Ciaudius, 
avhom fhe poifoned that fhe might make Neo her Son (who re- 
warded her with Death) Poffeflor of the Empire. When fhe was 
dead, he went ro view her Body, made Obfervations of all rhe 
Parcs of it, and fome he praifed, fome he difpraifed. “Adduntwr 
prediétis atrociora, faith Suetonivs, nec incertis autorious, Neronem ad 
Lifendum interfette matris cadaver accurriffe, contreétaffe membra, alia 
wituperatfe, fitique interim oborta bibiffe. 

(¢) AU thofe Lands. | He governed the Roman Empire which 
#recchech ic felf to the four Quarters of che World, Eaft, Weft, 
Northand South. Thus Virg. An. 1. 6. q 

En! bajus, nate, aufpiciss illa inclyta Roma 
Tnperium terris, animos equabit Olympo: 
Hic vir, bic eft, tibi quem promitti [epins andy 

| Au- 
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Stretching along from the vemoteft Eaft 

Toth’ utmoft Point of the Sea-beaten Weft ; 

And all thofe other Countries did controul (Pole. 
Which tow’rds the South reach from the Northern 
Could Nero’s Power remove his Paffions Sway, 

Or force his Rage his Reafon to obey | 

Power fhould not added be to him whofe Will 
Before did prompt and urge him to do ill. 








I CS SISO Re em to ss 


PROSITE 


Boe. HOU knoweft well that I did the 
: leaft of any Man covet mortal and 
fading Pofleffions ; I only defired an’ honoura- 
ble Occafion of being employed in Bufinefs and 
fit Matter to exercife my Vertue, left it fhould ° 
filently grow ufelefs and old. Phi. Thisis one 
thing which may tempt, I had almoft faid de- 
bauch, fome Minds naturally well inclin’d and 
endowed, though not yet arrived at the Per- 
fettion of Vertue, I mean the Defire of Glory, 
and the Fame of having deferved well of ones 
Country and the Common-wealth: but how 
{mall, 





Augulius Cefar, Divitm genus, aurea condet 
Swecula quirarfus Latio, regnata per arva 

Saturno quondam: fuper & Garamantas, & Indos 
Proferct imperinm : jacet extra fydera tellus, 
Extra anni folifque vias, ubi coclifer Atlas 

Axem bimero tovquet [tellis ardentibus aptum. 
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{mall, and how truly void of Weight even that 
is, do but from hence obferve: Thou haft 
learnt from Aftrological Demonftrations, that 
the whole Circuit of the Earth bears the Pro- 

ortion only of a Point to the Greatnefs of the 
Heaven ; that ts, if it be compar’d to the Mag: 
nitude of the Celeftial Globe, it may be judged 
to have no Space or Compafs. And of this 
imall Region of the World, almoft the fourth 
Part is inhabited: by living Creatures, known 
tous, as Prolomy hath feemed to prove. And 
af thou {halt abate alfo all which is overflown 
by the Sea, and Marfhes, and Lakes, and alfo 
all that Space of the Globe which is defart and 
over{pread with Sands, or burnt up by the too 
near Vicinity of the Sun, thou wilt find that 
what is left for the Habitation of Men, is but 
avery {mall Proportion. And do you who are 
placed in, and confined to the leaft Point of this 
Point, think of nothing. but of propagating 
your Fame, and exerting your Names, and 
making your felves renowned? What is there 
auguft or magnificent in Glory, confined to fo 
{mall and narrow Bounds? Add to this, chat. 
this little Enclofure is inhabited by feveral a- 
tions differing in Torgue, in Manners, and in 
way of Life: to whom, as well by reafon of 
the Difficulties and Inconveniencies of Journy~ 
ing, as by the Diverfity of Languages, and the 
Unfrequenicy of Commerce, not only the Fame 
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of particular Men, but even the Names of great 
Cities, cannot arrive. In the time of Marcus 
Tullius, as hirafelf in his Writings tells us, the 
Fame of the Roman Common-wealth, which 
was then well grown and robuft, and redou- 


bled by the Parthians and feveral other Nations 


in thefe Parts, was not yet known to thofe who 
inhabited beyond the Mountain C aucafus. Thou 
feeft then how narrow and ftrait that Glory 
is which thou laboureft fo much to propagate 
and dilate. Doft thou think that the Glories of 
a Roman Man fhall reach thofe Places where 
the Fame and Story of the illuftrious Roman 
Common-wealth would never reach? Do not 
the Cuftoms and Inftitutions of feveral Coun- 
tries difagree among themfelves; fo that that 
which with fome is adjudged to be Praife-wor- 
thy, with others is thought to deferve Difgrace 
and Punifhment. Hence it appears, that it is 
not the Intereft of any Man who defires Re- 
nown, to have his Name fpread through many 
Countries, and divers People, but that he 
fhould be content with that Glory and Fame 
which he can arrive at amongft his Country- 
men, and not care to have the Immortality 
of it extended beyond the Bounds of one Coun- 
try. But how many Men, great and famous 
in their Generations, hath the Carelefnefs and 
Neelet of Writers paffed by in Silence? Al- 
though indeed one may jultly ask, what can 

fuch 
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fuch Memorials profit a Man, which with their 
Authors muft at length yield to the Powers of 
Age, and be with them buried in Oblivion? 
But Men imagine that they have obtained Im- 
mortality if their Names fhall but live in 
future Ages. Butif they would compare this 
to the infinite Progrefs of Eternity, what have 
they which fhould make them pleafed at the 
Diuturnity of their Fame? For if the Duration 
of one Moment be compared with that of ten 
thoufand Years, the Spaces of both being defi- 
nite, it hath fome, though a very little Portion 
of it. But yet this very Number of Years, and 
asmany more ascan by Nurnbers be multipli- 
ed, cannot at all be compared to endlefs Du- 
ration: For there may be fome Comparifon 
betwixt finite Beings amongtt themfelves, but 
there can be none at all betwixt Infinite and F1- 
nite. Hence it isthat Fame (however durable 
and lafting) confidered with infinite Eternity, 
will feem not only to be little, but indeed no- 
thing. But you think you cannot do well, un- 
lefs you have the empty Applaufe of the Peo- 
ple; and forgoing the Pleafures of a good Con- 
{cience, and the Confideration of the innate 
Worth of ‘Vertue, and the Pleafure of ACtions 
refulting from it, you look for a Reward from 
the partial Breath, and vain Difcourfes of the 
Many. Obferve now how one once ingenioully 
_plaid upon the Lightnefs and Folly of fuch Ar- 
G 2 rogance. 

















84  Boertus of the Bo. 
rogance.. A certain Perfon accofted another 
with contumelious Language, who had affumed 
to himfelfthe Name of a Philofopher, not out 
of a Principle of Vertue, but for the itch of 
Vain-glory : and he added, that he fhould now 
know if he were a true Philofopher, by bear- 
ing patiently the Injuries offered to him; he 
putting on for a while a counterfeit Patience, 
faid then to the other, Doft thou now believe 
me to bea Philofopher ?. He anfwered {martly 
again, I had indeed believed it, if thou couldft 
ftill have held thy Tongue. What then is it 
that great and worthy Men (for of fuch 
fpeak) who would by vertuous waysacquire 
Glory ; whatisit (I fay) of Advantage which 
they receive by a great Name after the Body is 
refolved into Duft? For if (which our Reafon 
and Religion forbids us to believe) the whole 
Fabrick of Man, Body and Soul, is diffolv’d, 
and dies together, then is there no Glory ; nor 
can there be. when he (to whom it belongs) 
doth no more exift. But if the Soul which 
hath deferved well, when it’s enlarg’d from its 
earthly Prifon, doth take a fwiltand unim- 
peach’d Flight to Heaven, will it not defpife 
the Earth and its Bufineffes ; and being wrapt 
in the Joys of Heaven, rejoice that it is wholly 
exempt from fublunary Confiderations and 
Concerns? 


M E. 
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METRUM VI. 


Quicunque folam mente precipiti petit, 
Summumque credit gloriam, &c. 


1. 


Who Glory vainly doth purfue, 

And dreams it isthe Sovereign Good, 

Let him the ftarry Countries view, 

And then twill foon be under ftood 
How {mall Earth is, compar’d to that vaft Frame ; 
And then he will de[pife, ‘not feek a glorious Name. 


I. 


Why to be freed from Death fhould Man defire? 
For though his Fame doth widely fly, 
Thoagh |plendid Titles he acquire, 

At laft the mighty thing mouft die ; 

And inthe Grave ts no Diftinttion made 

Betwixt the Great @ Low, the Scepter & the Spade. 
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| IH, 

Where is the good (f{) Fabritius ow ? 

Andwhere the noble(g) Brutus ? Where 

Is (h) Cato with his zugged Brow ? 

Tes little of them doth appear : 
In a few Letters now their Fame doth live, 
but nothing of their Perfous can the kuowledg give. 
. io UV 


ne ae ne eee 


(f) Fabritius.\ He was a Roman Conful, and celebrated by 
both Orators and Poets, efpecially for his Fidelity and Truth : 
Firft becaufe he was tempted withthe Offer of great Gifts by Pyr- 
rhits. King of the ‘Epiretes, and even of the Promife of the fourth 
‘part of his Kingdoms, if he would leave the Intefeft and Service 
of his Country, which he refufed: And alfo becaufe he fent back 
to the fame, King Pyrrbys Tymochares his Phyfician, who offered, 
for a Reward, to give Poifon to his Prince. Which generous A@i- 
cn was foadmired by that King, chat he faid, it was more. eafy co 
divert the Sun from its Courfe, than Fabritizs from the Paths of 
Honetiy. From whence Claud. Carm, 26. v.130- 

Et nullt pervia culpe 
Pittora Fabritis donis invicta vel armis. 

Cg) Brutus. | This was Lucius Brutus, fo called for the Stupidi- 
ty which he acted for fear of che Tarquins. It was he, who after 
the Expulfion of the Tarquins for the Rape committed upon La- 
cretia, did affere the Roman Liberty, together with Callatinus 5 
for which Reafon they were conftituted the firft Confuls. 

(’) Cato.) As Brutus had his Name impofed from his feigned 
Stupidity, fo Cato derived his from his Wifdom, becaufe catus fig- 
nifieth Wife; from whence Cato. There were two excellent 
Nicn who were famous by chis Sir-name 3 of one or both of whom 
Philofophy may here fpeak, wiz. Cato major and Cato minor, {fprung 
boch, at different times, from the Porcian Stock, fettled at Tufcn- 
lua, now called Trafcat, within a few Miles of Rome, where there 
are many pleafant Villa’s, magnificent Palaces, Gardens adorned 
with Grotto’s, Cafcades, and other Water-works belonging to Be 

102 
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IV. 
Men lie in dark Oblivion’s Shade, 
Vor are their Vertues {pread by Fame ; 
Nor can they think Poutlive their Fate 
_ By a poor airy dying Name: 
To conquering Time that fancied Life muft yield ; . 
S0 Death will twice vittorioufly have won the Field. 


er re ree 





i PROSA VIil. | 
: UT leftthou fhouldf believe that Iam 


an inexorable Enemy to Fortune, and . 


wage an endlefs War again{t her, I fhall con- 
fefs, that there are fometimes when that faith- 


lefs One may deferve well of Men; then Imean 


when fhe opens and difcovers her felf, and free- 
ly confeffes her felf to be what fhe really is. 
‘Thou doft not perhaps yet underftand what I 
fi G 4 am 





Roman Princes and Nobility. The firft, who was called the Cen- 
for, flourifhed about the Year 570 from the building of the Cicy, 
and arrived at a greatold Age. Cato minor, who was called Pre- 
torius, lived in the very time of the Civil Wars betwixt Cafar and 
Pompey, of whom Lucan fingeth fomething too profanely, Regard 
being had to the Heathentfh Superftition of thofe times, chus ; 
Vittrix canfa Deis placuit, fed vitta Catoni. 

Morace alfo, 1.2. Carm. Ode x. thus 5 

Audive magnos jam videor duces 

Nox indecoro palvere fordidos 5 

Et cuntta terrarum fubatta; 

Preter atrocem animum Catont. 














38 Boetius of the Ba; 


am about to fay. The thing is wonderful which - 
I defire to tell thee, and therefore I almoft want 
‘Words to exprefs this Paradox, to wit,’ that 
adverfe Fortune doth more profit and truly 
more advantage Men than pro{perous : For this, 
under the Cloak and Shew of Happinefs, when 
fhe fmileth and-carefles, lies and deceives ; the 
other always fairly and openly declares her En- 
mity, and {hews her Inftability by her conftant 
Changes: ‘That deceives, this inftruGts ; that 
by a precious Shew of Good binds the Minds 
of thofe fhe favours ; this by the Knowledg of 
her Ficklenefs frees and abfolves them: there- ~ 
fore thou mayft obferve. the one always faith- 
lefs, airy, wavering, and ignorant of its ‘own 
Condition; the other fober, ftay’d, and even 
prudent in managing and making the beft ufe 
of Adverfity. Lattly, profperous Fortune, by 
her Allurements and Blandifhments, draws 
Men fromthe right, afide, and out of the di- 
reCt way, leading to that which is the fovereign 
Good; whilft, for the moft part, the other 
doth not only lead Men, butasit were draw 
them with a Hook to true and genuine Happi- 
nefs.. Further, thinkef& thou that it is to be 
e'teemed the leaft Good which we receive from 
‘his hard, and at the firft fight, horrible For- 
tune, that fhe doth difcover.to thee the Hearts 
of thy faithful Priends, fince fhe diftinguifheth 
petween the conftant and doubtful Counte. 
nances 
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nances’ of thy Companions and Acquaintance ; 
and when fhe departeth, that fhe taketh away 
her Friends and leaves thine. At what rate 
wouldft thou have bought the knowledg of this, 
when thou wert (as it feemed to thee) in thy 
profperous Eftate? Forbear then to deplore the 
Lofs of thy Riches and Honours, fince thou 
ha{t found the moft valuable Jewel; the moft 
pretious kind of Riches, I mean the Knowledg 
of thy unalterable and fincere Friends. 


METRUM VIII. 


Quod mundus ftabili fide 
Concordes variat vices, &c. 


That this great Fabrick of the Univerfe 
Doth by a conftant Order fuffer Change ; 
That Elements, which by Nature difagree, 
Are by a Line perpetual firmly bound ; 
That Phebus tz his Chariot brings the Day, 
And that the Moon doth rule the fable Night, 
Which Hefperus officionfly leads on ; 
That the falt Waves are kept within their Bounds, 
Left they fhould on the Right of Earth encroach, 
Is all the Effect of Love, which rules the Sea, 
Which doth command the many-peopled Earth, 
And evento Heaven its Empire doth extend. 


If 
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If he his Reins fhould carelefly remit, 

Thofe things which now affectionately love 

Would prefently declare an open War: 

And would the well-mov'd Machine foon diffolve. 
This, People of a different Lip doth bind 

With facred Cords : this tres the Nuptial K pot, 
And with chafteVows does what ws bound confirm : 
This doth to Friend{bip dittate binding Laws. 

O happy Men if Love, which rules in Heaven, 
Had an Afcendant o'r your noble Minds, 





The End of che Second Book. 
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ANICIUS MANLIUS SEVERINUS 
| BOETIUS, 


Ce hae 


Confolation of Philofophy. 


BOOK the Third. 


The ARGUMENT. 


-Philofophy now urgeth flronger Arguments, towit, 
that all Men do feek after Happine[s ; but that 
they do very much err in the way of obtaining 
it, whilft fome believe to find it ix Riches, 
others in Dignities, in the Favour of Kjngs, 
in the Glory of great Atchievements, in Nobi- 

 bity, or in the Pleafures of the Body: She de- 

— monftrates clearly, that tt is in none of thefe, 
becaufe they are fo far from being to be accounts 
ed Goods, that they are accompanied with a 
great many Evils; but in God, who is the So- 


vereign and only Good, and that by his Order 
the World is governed, 


PRO; 
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PROSA I. 


RY Y thistime fhe had ended her Song, when 
fp, I, defirous to hear more, was fo charmed 
 by.the pleafantnefs of it, that I ftood 
long expecting that fhe would proceed: but at. 
laft faid I, Othou chief Support and Stay of lan- 
suifhing Minds, how much haft thou refrefhed 
me either with the weight of thy Sentences or 
the fweetnefs of thy Numbers! fo that now I 
almoft think my felf an equal Match for For- 
tune, and able to refift her Blows. ‘Therefore 
T donot only not fear the Applications of thofe 
Remedies; which thou didft fay a little before 
were fharp, but Tearneftly defire to hear what 
they are. I well perceived that, returned fhe, 
when with filence and attention thou didft re-~ 
ceive my Words; and I did then expe@ fuch a 
State of Mind inthee, or what is moretrue, 
- did then create in thee fuch anone. And indeed 
what yet remains to be faid is of fuch a Nature, 
that when it is firft tafted, it feems to bite, and 
is unpleafant ; but when it is once fwallowed 
it curns fweet, and is moft grateful to the Sto- 
mach, But becaufe thou fayft thou wouldft 
now gladly hear, with what Defire wouldft 
thou burn, if thou could{t imagine whither ¥ 
am now aboutto lead thee ? Whither is that I 
: pray 








2 
¥; 
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a 
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pray thee? (faid]). To that true genuine Feli- 
city, anfwered fhe, which thy Mind doth ap- 
prehend as if it were ina Dream, and of which 
thou feemeft to have fome Foretafte. But thy 
Sight is fo clouded with falfe Forms, and light 
Appearances, that it cannot bear the Luftre of 
that Object. Then I intreat thee without 
Delay, fhew me that true Happinefs. I will 
moft willingly, at thy Defire, do it, replied 
fhe: but I will endeavour to defcribe that falfe 
and adulterate Caufe which is better known to 
thee ; and that being fully laid open, thou wilt 
be better able to comprehend that exaét Model 
of true Felicity which I fhall draw by cafting 
thine Eye upon its contrary. 


METRUM L 


Qui ferere ingenuum volet agrum, 
Liberat arva prius fruticibus, 
Falce rubos filicemque refecaf, &¢. 


He who the grateful Field woula fow, 

Mujft Shrubs and Fern out of it throw, 
That fo the Corn may put away and grom. 

10 him who with offenfive Meat 

Did once his Palate vitiate, 


The Labour of the bufy Bee zs feet. 


Whe 
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When the (a) South-wind, affecting Peace, 
Doth its Storm-breathing Noifes ceafe, 

Lhe radiant Glories of the Stars increafe. 
When (b) Luciter’s victorious Ray 
Hath chac’d Night’s darker Shades away, 


_ Then cloth’d in gay Apparel comes the Day. 


So if thou canft thy felf retrieve 
_ From that which did thy Eyes deceive, 
Thy Mind will foon the trueft Good perceive. 


nea g 





PROSA I. 


HEN fixing her Eye a little, and as it 

were withdrawing her felf into the moft 
inward Cabinet of her Mind, fhe thus began ; 
All the Care and manifold Studies of Men do 
indeed proceed in differing Paths, but they tend 
to one only End, which is Happinefs: And 
Happinefs is:that compleat Good, of which 
when a Manisonce poffeffed, he hath nothing 
more to defire. ‘This indeed is the Sovereign 
Good 





(a) The South-wind.| Yt is of its Nature to bring Rain, and to 
@rive on the waterifh Clouds. 

(b) Lucifer.) Icis the Morning-Scar, which is called Venus + by 
the Greeks itis called gocge9s, and by the Latins Lucifer whea 
it goes before the Sun, and when it followeth him A¢perus. Se 
Virgil, Eclog. 8. U.176 

Nafcere prague diem veniens age Lucifer almum, 
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Good of all, and contains all others in it: To 
which, if any thing were wanting, it could 
not be the chief, becaufe there would be fome- 
thing without it felf, fome foreign Advantage 
which were to be defired. It is therefore ap- 
parent that Bleffednefs or Happinefs is that per- 
feét State in which all other Goods meet and 
centre ; which, asI have faid, all Men endea- 
vour to arrive at by differing Ways and Means : 
For in the Minds of Men there is naturally in- 
ferted a Defire of the true Good, but wan- 
dring Error leads them to the falfe and fictiti- 
ous one; fo that fome, believing it to be the 
chief of Goods to want nothing, labour for an 
abundance of Riches: Others again believing 
Happinefs to confift in being reverenced. and 
efteemed by their Country-men, endeavour all 
they can after Honours. ‘There are alfo thofe 
who place it in Power, and thefe endeavour ei- 
ther to rule themfelves, or to be Favourites 'to 
thofe who actually govern. There are thofe 
alfo who fancy an high Renown to be the 
height of Happinefs ; and thefe, byall the Arts 
of War and Peace, haften to propagate their 
Names, and to arrive at Glory. .Many mea- 
fure the Fruits of this Good by Joy and Chear- 
fulnefs, and they think it the happieft thing in 
the World to abound in Luxury, and to be dit- 
folved in Pleafures. Some there are who ufe 
thefe Caufes and Ends interchangeably ; as they 
: who 
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who defire Riches as a Means to obtain Power 
and Pleafures ; or as they who defire Power, el~ 
ther that by it they may get Money or pur- 
chafe a Name: About thefe and fuch like 
things the Intention of all humane Aétions and 
Defires is verfed and employed, as Nobility and 
popular Applaufe are fought after by fome, — 
which Men think do make them famous, and 
Wives and Children by others are defired for 
the fake of Pleafure. Only Friendfhip, which 
is a facred kind of Tie, is not to be reckoned 
amoneft the Goods of Fortune, but amongft 
thofe of Vertue: but all other things are de- 
fired either for the Power or the Pleafure which 
they afford. Now for the Goods of the Body, 
they are to be referred to the things mentioned 
before: For Strength, and the large Proportion 
of Parts, feem to give Power and Worthinefs, 
Beauty and Swiftnefs, to afford Glory and. 
Fame; and Health and Indolence of Bod 
yield Joy and Pleafure. In all thefe things 
it appears that Happinefs is only wanting ; for 
whatever any one defireth above other things, 
he judgeth that to bethe chief Good: But we 
have already defined Happinefs to be the So- 
veraign of Goods ; wherefore every one judgeth 
that to be the happieft State, which he defires 
above allothers, ‘Thou haft now therefore be~ 
fore thine Eyes an exact Scheme and Form of 
humane Felicity, that is, Riches, Honours, 
tga if Powers, 
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lyno; for that thing is furely not vile and con- 
temptible, which all Men with fo much Inten- 
tion labour after. Is not Power to be num- 
bred among{t Goods? why not ? for is that to 
be efteemed feeble and without Strength, which 
is apparently better than all other things? Is 
Renown not to be regarded? but it cannot be 
. denied, but that whatever,is moft excellent 
feemeth alfo to be moft renowned. For to 
what purpofe fhall we fay that Happinefs is not 


an anxious and melancholy thing, nor fubjeCt to 


Griefand Trouble, fince even in the leaft things. 
Men feek for what may delight and pleafe 
them? Thefe are the things which Men de- 
fire to obtainand poflefs, and for this Caute do 
they labour after Riches, Dignities, Com- 
mands, Glory, and Pieafure, that they may 
have Sufficiences and Abundance within them-. 
felves, that fo they may arrive at Eiteem, Pow- 
erand Fame. Itmufttherefore bea Good, of 
which all are in queft by fo divers Ways and 
different Studies: And from hence it may ea- 
fily appear how great the Power and Force of 
Nature is, fince notwithitanding that all Men 
difer very much in their Opinions of Good, 
es they All agree in the choice of the End 
Or It, 


ME- 
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METRUM TL. 


Quantas rerum flectat habenas 
Natura potens, &c. 
Pil take my Harp, and touch each warbling String, 
And I, her Bard, will fing 
Of Nature's powerful Fland, 
Which doth with Reins the Univerfe command, 
My Song {ball comprehend each Law, 
Bywhich fhe doth all Beings bind and ame, 
Pllread her mighty (a) Pandetts o'r, 
My Eye into each Page {ball look 
Of the (e) Elephantine Book, 
And I her choiceft Secrets will explore. 
Although the({) Punick Lion faould forget 
Himfelf, and to a fervile Chain fubmit ; 
Though the fame Hand which gave him Meat, 
Prefames the noble Beaft to beat 5 
Although he meanly then looks low, 
And feems to dread his haughty K gepers Brow, 


ef 
‘4 Ce 





. compiled from 37 Civilians, were called Padrite. 

(¢) Elephantine.| Libri Elephantini were the Books wherein the 
Orders and Decrees of the Senate of Rome were written; They 
were called fo fromthe Largenef$ of them. 

Cf) Punich.| African, or of Africk, and particularly of char 
Pare of it near Carthage, 








100 » Bort its: of thes Bezs 
Yet if th eC Blood his Fa ee or ree, 


Which that imperious Blow did f feed, 
His wak cD "d Courage doth arife, 
a he remembers that by Ri ght he is 
» The e power wl Monarch of the rin & Wood: 
Afbamd of his bafe Fears, he loud doth ery 
Fits ene nts invade the Sky, 
He breaks his Chain, and mect' s his: Liberty; 
And his prefaming I K eeper ball 
A bloody Vittine to his Fu ry fal 
When ( ) Phil am whic ‘ii 2 the Wood 
The fleep ing Sun was wont to ferenade, 
Txto her Prifo is betrayed ; 
et ugh {be have the choiceft Food 
‘hich Man can for bis Ta, he invent, 
re that will not prevent ; 
But, if {be from the Prifon view the Shade 
OF 


or 





ee EIT EY IO SR I A IS 


(2) Philomel,\ The Text ts, que canit altis garrula ramis sek 
Philomel, beeanfe fhe Spb i of the commio 


Fs 


{have rendre d by 








Wa cure of alloflher kidd. -Phe: Story of Philos geld, Bokiohuet of 
Pandion King of Athens, and the Fidion | ‘pou it by the Poets, is 
fo well known chat [need notinfercic dt lengrh here ; She was ra- 
vithed by Terevs King of Thrace (who married her Sifter Progue. ) 
He cut out her T ongue t that fhe might nor difcover the Rape, but 
ihe wrought the whole Story in Embroid ry, and fent it to her Sis 
fter our of Prifon: Now ac the Feaft of Baceu they were all met 


together; P) ogne therefore took her ig out of Prifon, and 





made her kill he rSon Itys, and drefs him: and ferve him up at Ta- 
bleto eveus, who being enraged, would ae killed them 3 bur 


purfuing his Wife, fhe was mccain aorphofed into a Swallow, -Tere- 





WS ince a Lapyn 18 Itys in to a Phéafait, and. Philomel into a: Nigh- 
tingal, who with.warbling Notes 1s ie sR? to lament the 
Miclorcanes of het eartily Lys Ovid, Mita. lid, Gs GE's GEO 


B.2. Confolation of Philofophy. 101 


— Of that Helle ghtf ul Grove, 
Where foe had often mourn d her Tragick Love, 
The Meats prepar'd {be doth delpife, 
Charm d with the W? oods which entertain her 
(Thoughts ahd Eyes, 
She nothing but the despot affects, 
And to their Prai ife her ev choicelt Notes divetts. 
Lhe Sapling ford by « frong Hand, 
Bice ender T op doit oS vawara bend : 
But if thas + Hand rm it vemait, 
It ffrait tov vards Heeven avain lifts up its Head, 


J 
The Sun tthe (h) Hep perian Main 
At Nizht b bg sR oyal Bed d a0 ath w LAE) ke, 
Buk by (i): a fecret Path again 
Fis wonted Fourney t omaras t the Eaft doth take. 
All things regard tier é 7 Origine, 


yas Ap ys SatAtE aw ey - 
And oladly thither » woul retreat ; 
. QS 


certain Order do gh veniain, 
But that which makes the Exd to meet 
With its Beginning, and a Round to be 
s of Stability, 
H 3 P RO- 


ena 














fia. 2 ee Dla Care 
Ch) Help perian. | Philofophy takes this Ar gument from the Sur, 
whom the Poets fable to hide himfelf in the Sea when he fers, 
that by {> doing, having pi urge atid wafked of the Filth and Duft 
hath contra@ed ia his Courfe in the Day time, he mighe 
inthe Morning appear 1 ore pure and fplendid. The Ae/perian Sea 
is denominated from that Star which appeareth firft ro us after che 
fetiing of che Sun. 
Gr) Secret Path. | Becaufe the way by. which the San recurns, 
from the Weiter into the Eaftern Part of Heaven 1s wholly un- 
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known; for all Countries have thofe other Couniries placed OF 
Y romney Pp > Sem etT & a eS ft & ~ £2 
rh l e partor rile Gio he contrary to tnem. For Antives eS, the SUN Noe 
f 
: f Tas’ cram ioe ha: Pps REAM AS EY 
aOR carlog CO CieM at ine rime time, 
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cera RB PLEA IIE ORGIES OE RT TS EN RE ER CY REL SE RRR ee 


PROS A ITIL 


ND you, O Men, whofe Thoughts are 
4. \ fo employed upon things below, that I 
may fitly cal] you earthly Animals, do think 
ever of your Beginning, though it be but with 
a dreaming and darkned Imagination, and you 
have always the true end of Happinefs in view, 
although you have no clear and perfeét Notion 
of it:,So that though your natural Intention 
leads you to the true Good, yet indire&t and 
manifold Error draws you from i it. Confider 
now if Men can by thofe Means by whichthey 
endeavour to attain Happinefs, arrive at their 
defired End. For if Riches, if Honours, and 
other the like Acceffions can place one in fuch a 
State, that he {hall feem to want no other thing 
to make him happy, then will I confefs that Fe- 
licity may be derived from fuch Acquifitions. 
But a fo it be that thefe cannot make good 
what they feem {0 fair tly to promife, and that 
-thofe who poffefs them in the greateft meafure, 
do yet want many other Advantages and good 
things, wjll not the counterfeit and miftaken 

face oF f Jappin els be clearly difeovered in 
them? F Ba of all therefore ‘I ask thee, who 
not long fince didft abound in Riches, whether 
fometimes in lat great abundance thy Mind 
was 
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Was not anxious and difcompofed upon the re- 
ceiving of any notable Injury? Boet. ‘Truly 1 
never remember that in my moft numerous Pro- 
{perity my Spiri its were fo free as not to be op- 


prefled with fome Trouble or other. Phil. And. 


was not that becaufe fomething was abfent 
which thou didft defire, or fomething prefent 
which thou wouldit have had away ? “Boer. So 
it wastruly. Phil. Why then thou defiredit 
the Prefence of that, and the Abfence of this. 
Boet. T contefs it. Phil. Every Man wanteth 
that which he defireth. Boet. Doubtlefs he 
doth. Phil. Can that Man then who wanteth 
any thing be faid to have all things within him- 
felf fufGcient for his Neceffities ? Boet. No. 
Phil, And didft not thou in all thy Plenty la- 
bour under this want? Boer. What then? 
Phil. Then hence it follows ate Riches cannot 
put a Man beyads all want, nor make him felf- 
fufficient, although this was e which they 

feem’d to pr omife. And this alfo I think of 
great Moment to be confidered, that Money 
hath nothing in its own Nature Sane, can hin- 
der its being taken from the Pofleflor, though 
again{t hi is Will. Boer. Iconfefsthat. PAzl. Tt 
ous! it to be contefs’d, when we {ee every Day 
that the ftronger takes it from the weaker. 
From whence {pring all Debates at Law, and 
all ae aints an. Courts of Judicature, but 

from this, that Men defire to recover their 
ae Eftates 
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one ay G oods, of which they have been 
1.2" 


bereft either by Force or Fraud? Boer. It is 
plain. Phil Then every Man needeth fore eign 


Helps to maintain the Poffeffion of his M nies 
ee Whodeniesit? Phe. But hew ould no 
want fuch Help unlefs he were the Owner of 
cg q Wako [iss } P: red is i‘ ict Cc 2 
siete which he is in a poll Dili ay SF Jo ofing, 
Boet.. That ‘is unquelti nabie, be i Then vis 


Lait ESD a] my 4 WMThHa ° fo L 
tnething turned into its contrary ; for Riches, 


which were thought to have mac ae a Man felf- 
we do rather make him have need of Aid 

others. ._By what way do Riches drive 
aval Necetti ty ? Can rich Men be neither hun- 
gry nor thirfty ? Are not the Bodies of the Rich 
Jeafible of Winter’s Cold? But perhaps 5 thou 
I 


nayft fay, fuch Men have wherewith to fatit 
fy this, and to quench that, and to keep out 
4 


4 
t el o ERAS 1, {7 7 mea 3 r aT <* 
the ether. By thefe Means it’s true t that Riche es 
at . CP wake oye Ly eal =) oy El 1 Ae 
may comfort and fupport thofe v wh 10 {uffer. chefe 
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METRUM._ III. 


Quamvis fiuente dives auri gurgite 
Non expleturas cogat avarus opes, &c. 


The vich Man’s Avarice with hisWealth would grow 
Tho golden (k) Tagusthré his Meads fhould flow 
Though Chains of £ Pearl grace his Neck and Laie 
Though with an hun dred "Yoak he tills his Farms: 
Care fhe “9 his bufy Life unquiet make, 

And at bis Death his Gold [ball him torlake. 


eek SAS TE SER RENE LE EE I AS EE RPE ST SLR AL RTA TRB On RS BES OI EBLE IY 


PROS A IV. 


Wy UT it may b be faid that Dignities eis 
4 AK 


n » thofe Men honoured and efteem’d who 
: ll only then ask, if they have 


poflefs them. { {ha 

the Power to place e Vertue in the Minds ot ‘thofe 

who. enjoy them, and clear them ites Vice? 

Surely no for it hath been found by experience; 
C & 


that they ai are fo far from expelling vitious Ha- 


bits, 


Aone erence ng ee EOE AE OCR LE AIOE IIT POET E CEILS CET CET I RIE EPID 


“(8 Tagus.\ A great River in Spaix, which having run 400 
Miles, falls into the Sea cwo Leagues bel ow Lebon; it is called by 
the Inhabitants of the Country Tai9, by the Portuguefe a’ Teio, by 


the French & Tage: Tis {aid to carry Gold-fand ia rhe -bortom of 
it; which, it is believed, ic wafheth from fome Hills, where 
Mines of that Metal are engendred, which ic pafleth by in its 


Cour rfe. 
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bits, that they rather make them more confpi- 
cuous. Hence it is that we often fo much dif 
dain their being conferr’d upon undeferving 
Men. For which Reafon, (/) Catullws called 
(m) Nonius the Conful, even when he was 


fitting 





es 


(1) Catullus.| He wasa noted Poet, who was fo fatyrical in his 
Verfes, that he did not {pare the Emperor himfelf; he might 
therefore well refle& upon Nonius, though fo great a Magifirate. 
Cari. §3- 

Quid eft Catulle, quid moraris emori 2 
Sella in Curuli Struma Nonius fedet : 
Per Confulatum pejerat Vatinius, 

Quid eft Catulle, quid moraris emord ? 

(m) Novius.| Many Criticks believe that Boetins did not know 
that Strama was che -Sir-name of Nonius, as Fofeph Scaliger and 
others: but certainly, as the French Commentator well obferves, 
and as it may be obvious to others who will confider well, he is 
not accufable either of Ignorance or Miftake 3 for though Struma 
was the Cognomen of Nonius his Family, it 1s not yet plain here thae 
he was fttled fo in Contempt by Catulius: for a Sir-name was of- 
ten impofed upon thofe who firft did bear it from fome notable 
Defed cither of Body or Mind; as upon him who was firit called 
Servius a Servo, a Slave 5 Sparius a Spurio, a Baftard; Brutus @ 
Bruto, a brutal ftupid Perfor. Addtochis, chat this fort of Sirname 
is never found co be joined amongft the antient Romans with che 
Name of any Perfon to whom Difgrace was not defigned by it: 
Srwna was the Sirname of Nonius, which dovbrle{s was impofed on 
him or forme of his Anceftors, who were infected with the Struma, 
which is a Difeafe caufed by aWen or Swelling onthe Neck or Arm- 
holes, or on both, and is taken by fome now co be the King’s-Eyil, 
Ie is the likelicr alfo chac Catullus did intend a Reflection upon 
Noniws, and made his Allufion to the Difeafe, as I have rendred ir, 
becaufe he joins Noxius the Pretor in theaforefaid Verfes to Vati- 
nas the Conful, who labouring under that Difeafe, was often called 
by his Enemy Cicero, Straza aac Stramoft hamoris. Pro Seftio, meq 
aentur civitati, qui exfecant pefiems aliquam tanquam Strumam: In Va- 
tin, Sirame denique Ebore imprdao demgrarumt 5 and elfewhere, bpmi- 


dain bichacwye Or aknypy 
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fitting in his Ivory Chair, the 
* Botch or Impottume of the 
State. Doftthou not fee what great Inconveni- 
ences Dignities have wrought to wicked Men? 
Their Detormities would lefs appear ifthey were 
more obfcure, and could be content to be with- 
out honourable Titles, And let me now ask thee, 
if thou thy felf (notwithftanding the Dangers 
which hang over thee) couldft condefcend to be 
Colleague with (z) Decoratws in the Magiftra- 
cy, who hath difcovered himfelf to be a faucy 
Buficon and an oittcious Informer ? For it is not 
reafonable to reverence thofe Men who have ar- 
rived at Honours without deferving them : but 
if thou feeft a Man endowed with Wildom, 
thou couldit not but think him worthy of Re- 
verence and Efteem, and of the Wifdom with 
which he is endowed. Boer. No furely, for 
Vertue hath her proper Worth, which fhe 

transfers 


* Strumam appellat. 


RE RE RE ETT ET TRE SE TT er eee Be 








en EE INN ES 


(1) Decoratus. | This is the Perfon to whom Theodarich in Caffia- 
dorus writes, Var. l.¢. Ep. 31. That he fbould compel fome Men to pay 
the Money demanded of them, if be {ould truly find that they were Deb- 
tors, becaufehe was an Alfeffor tothe Mafter of the Offices: which how- 
ever did nor hinder bur that he mighe be called nequiffimus Scurra & 
Delator. (Sswra, becaufe he followed great Men, and by Scoffing 
and Taunting did gain his Living: 

Mimum agit ille 
Urbant gualem fecundus Scurra Catullt, 
A Délator, i.e. an Informer, becaufe he had fecretly accufed other 
Men.) Domitian did order that this fort of Men fhould be pu- 
nifhed, faying, as Svetogins doch relate it, Qui delatores non-capigat, 
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transfers to thofe who are her Votaries. And 
forafmuch as Honours conferr’d by the People 
cannot make a Man worthy of them, it is 
clear that they do not contain the genuine Beau- 
ty of true Worth and Dignity: In this Men 
alfo ought to be wa ry 5 for ita Man be fo much 
the more abject, by how much the more he is 
defpifed of every one ; then Dignities which can- 
not pr oc ure Peverence or Hfteem toil] Mien, 
whom they expofeto the World, do nec ceffarily 
ake them more the Subjects of Contempt and 
Scorn. Nor.do Dignities themfelves come of 
clear; for impious “Perfons. are reveng’d on 
them, fince they fully and ftain the Brightnefs 
of them by their contagious Villanies. And 
that thou maylt know that Fiteem and Reve- 
rence cannot be purchafed by thefe soe pneg 
and empty Dignities, ooh ider, ‘that if a Man 
who hath often been Conful, and run cbrough 
many other honourable T Degrees of Magiftracy, 
fhould perchance arrive ina barbarous ‘Nation, 
would his Honours, doit thouthink, make fay 
be reverenced by thole Barbarians ? Further, if 
it were of the Nature of Dignities tomake Men 


id 


venerable and reveal oS it would perform 
that Office in all Places, amongit all.Nations, 
and at all times ; as Fire, whe ere-e rer it 1S,” ne- 
ver parts vith 1 its innate Quality of being hot. 
ut becaufe Honours do not proceed from any 
Bower in t! hemfe lves, but, arife from the falfe 
Opinion 


+h 


\ 


re 
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Opinion of _Men, | they. immediately vanifh, 
when they chance to be amonegit there who do 
not efteem them to be Di ignities. But this is 

umongit foreign Nations “Let me then ask 
ie se if they always s endure even with thofe 
from whom: they have their Beginnings ° na 


d 


(0) Pretoribip heretofore was a great and h 
nourable Employ, and much fought after, ia 


2 
7 


Sooners it iS OnIV an empty Name, ied an heavy 
ddition to the Senator’s Expence, who ever 


~ 
u 


h reretofore had the (p) Superintendency of the 
Mai rkets,anc d-was toprovide he ‘n tor the People 
and had-the'Care of the put dick Victuals, and 
was efteemed ‘great and honourabl 


what is there more vile and a 


5 : 
Employ? So that what I faida little before is 
| O 


y 
Pri 


very lear: that the thing which ! 


innate Beauty, mutt neceflarily fometimes be 


—_—— 








@) Tekh aps} The Roman Pretors, as their Lawyers relate, ae 





the B R ig inning W ere the Magiftraces wlio prot rofed only the Edidts, by 
andthe fatter of which the Senate was to confule; bur in proce! 

of time they obtained, by the Confent of the People,’ the ies 
of mak , Edits and Laws themfelves. Afterwards much of 
their af finefs was to take care of, and to exhibit, at their own Ex- 

pence, the Circe ifian and Scenick Plays: Fromshence the Pretovian 
Dignity is here called by our Aut! 108; Inane Nomen & gravis Sarcinds 


ae The P Prefettus anneng, or he who provided the publick 
h eretofore fo great an Officer amongft the Romans, 
is him felf acce pred of thar Prefecture, and either held 
1€ eslived or but a little before his Dearh he did fub- 
wYYLANUS 3 ‘but in the time of Bostivs that Office was fo 
iba fe od, that ic only hadthe Infpedtion ofthe Bakers and Sellers 
or eine as Cafiodorus relates, lib, 6, variar. fora: 18, 


haa 


riiaet Ab2k 


ma 
=e 
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fplendid and admired, and fometimes underva- 
lued and flighted, as the Opinion of the People 
flows or ebbs. . If Dignities therefore cannot 
give Men Reverence and Eiteem,if they become 
vile by the Contagion of ill Men, if they lofe 
their Luftre by the Change of times, if they 
are efteemned worthy, or otherwife according 
to the Eftimation of Men, what Beauty then 
is there in them which fhould make them defi- 
rable, or what Dignity can they confer on others? 


METRUM IV. 


Quamvis fe T'yrio fuperbus Oftro 
Comieret & niveis Lapillis, &c. 


Nero, with Purple and with Pearl adorn'd, 


W as hated, and by all Men loath’d and feorwd ; 
The Senators with (q) Curale Chairs he gracd, 
Which Gift the Giver’s Laxury yet emba?d: 


. Who 


(q) Curnle. | This, as was faid before, was the Chair made of 
Ivory, atid carved, in which the Chief Magiftrates were carried 
to the Senate-houfe. 

Cuilibet his faces dabit : evipietque Curale, 
Cui volet importunus Ebur, frater, pater, adde. 
Hor. 1. 1. Ep, 6. 
Signa quoque in felli: noflem formata Curuli 
Et totum Numide fcniptile dentis opus. 
Ovid, 1.4, de Pont. Ec. 9. 
Pretor adeft vacuoque loco ceffere Curules. Lucan, lib. 3. 
Nero did confer this and other Enfigns of Dignity upon thofe Sena- 
tors whom he favoured moft : and becaufe they were difpofed ra- 
ther ac the Will of the Emperor than upon the Confideration of 
Defert in thofe who poffefled them, they are ftiled by our Au- 
thor indecoros CHyMles. 


re 
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Who then can think that true Felicity 
Refides in Honours, which we daily fee 


An impious Tyrant’ s gaudy Donatives to be? 


PROSA V. 


Phil, AN Kingdoms or the Familiarity 
_4 of Princes make a Man mighty? 
Boet. How can it be otherwife, fince their Fe- 
licity doth always endure? Ph. But miftake 
not, for both Antiquity and the prefenc ‘Times 
abound with Examples of Kings and Potentates 
who have been forced to change an happy 
for a calamitous Eftate. And then we ma 
juftly cry out, how great and glorious a 


A OS TEINS 


at 


if it be defective in any Part, it muft ne- 
ceflarily diminifh that Happinefs and intro- 
duce Mifery ? But although humane Empires 
extend themfelves far and wide, there muft 
of neceffity be many People over which eve- 
ry King can have no Command ; and on what- 
foever Handthis Power which conftitutes Hap- 
pinefs {hall fail, there mutt Impotence entet, 
which caufes Mifery. Hence therefore it is na- 
tural to aver, that Princes muff have a larger 

, | | Portion 


nh 
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Portion of Mifery than of its contrary. A 
(r)certain Tyrant who well underitood the 
Danger of his Condition, did well exprefs the 
Fears and Cares which attend Government by 
the Terror of anaked Sword hanging over a 
Man’s Head. What then is this thing call’d 
Power, which cannot expel Care, nor banifh 
Fear? Men defire to live fecure, but cannot; 
and yet they glory in and boaft of their Power. 
Canft thou believe him to be powerful, whom 
thou feeft not able to do what he would ? or 
him mighty, who goes furrounded with a 
Guard, to terrify thofe of whom he himfelf is 

more 


ee nc 


cP a pe RE EET AE TT i 


(1). A Tyrast.] He means Dionyfus- King of Sicily, who‘hath 
been noted by all f{ucceeding Ages for his tyrannical Government. 
His Hiftory is fo wel! known, that I need only mention here, that 
one Damocles flaccering Dioiyfius, and extolling they Happinefs 
which he thought he did enjoy in the poffeflion of great Power 
and Wealth, the Tyrant attired him one Day asa King, and or- 
dered'a Royal Table and Service to be prepared for him, that he 
might have a Tafte of that Felicity which he fo much applauded ; 
buc whilft Damocles was in his Royal 5 with delicious Fare he. 
fore him, Orders were given to liasg a naked Sword with the 
Point downwards juft over his Head, and only fafined by an Hairs 
which when Davocles perceived, he could not eat nor take any 
Pleafure in his Royal Attendance. By which Dianyius made him 
perceive that the Life of a Prince (though living in great State 
and Plenty) isvery uncomfortable, fiace he is continually wreft- 
ed and tormented with Cares and Fear. 

Diftrictus Enfis cui fuper wmpia 

Cervice pendet, non Sicule dapes 

Dulcem eiaborabunt faparem, 

Non avinm cithareque cantus 

Soman reduceat. Wor. |, 3; Carm, Ode 3. 
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more afraid, and whofe Power is featéd in 
the Number of his Attendance? And iow 
why fhould I trouble my feif to’ difcourfe 
of the Favourites of Princes, when I have 
fhew’d even Kingdoms themfelves to be fub- 
ject to fo much Imbecility ? efpecially fince 
thefe gaudy things are often dife sraced and 
sadly as well pach the Prince 1s forty ne 
aS when he is unhappy. Nero would allow 


(s) Seneca his Friend and ‘Tutor cna only Fa: 


vour, to chufe the manner of his Death after 
hehadcondemned him. ‘The Emperor (¢) Az 
i tories 


rents, 





es 





(s) Séneca,| He was a Philofopher of the Seé& of the Stoicks; 
and born at Cordaba in Spain; he was Uncle to Lucan the Poe ts and 
. Turor-to the Emperor Niro, (anno Ch, oe 2B who afterwa rds fen- 
tenced him, that he mighe Rae his Wealth; to drink Polfons 
which working nor its Effe@ with him, he hardene him to be puc 
into an hot Bath, and his reins co be opened, out of which the 
Blood flowing, he gently expired. . Tacitus faith, that when one 
of the Centurions was fete to him to denounce the Certainty of 
. his Death, he faid, Neque alind fupereffe poft matrem Jratremque inter 
fectos, quam ut educatoris, preeceptorique necem adjicere That there 
was nothing now lefc for him to do after the Murder of his Ma- 
ther and Brother, but to add that of his Tedcher and Mafter co 
them. 

(t) Axtoninuss | He was firnamed Caracalla, and was Sacceflot 
to Severus in the Roman Empire, hay We killed his Brother 
The dmponthes of which Pact oe ord ‘dered Papinian tO €2 


fen 
hi 


do it, faying; chat Parricide was “fo oner commit aed! 3 than cons 
cealed 3 and thac ic was another kind of Parricide co atcufé 
an aunobent Perfon murdered? which Refufal fo irritated 
Antoninus, that he commanded he fhould be killed by his Souls 
@iers; 
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toninus expofed (a) Papivian, who had long been 
great at Court, to tall by the Swords of his 
Souldiers. Both of them would willingly have 
renounced their Authority F and Sexeca was 
willing to have given his whole Effate, and all 
his Riches into the Hands of Nero, and to have 
retired: but whilft the Force of Fate puihed 
them on towards their Fall, neither of them 
could, accomplifh what ches defired to have | 
done. . What then is this Power, of which 
Men, even when they enjoy it, are-afraid? of 
which, when they are defirous, they are not 
{ure nor fafe? and which, when they would 
lay it down, they cannot be acquitted of it? 

Are thofe ee to be trufted to in time of 
need, whofe Friendfhip is not founded upon 
Vertue, but uponthy I Fortune ?: Believe it, they 
whom thy happy Eftate have made fo, will 
change when that is altered; and when thou 
art mifet able, they will be th Ly Enemies. And 
what Plague in the World can be greater, or 
hurt thee more than fuch an Enemy who hath 
gain’d an Intimacy with thee ? 


a EE EE 





(4) Papinian.| He was a moft famous Lawyer, and is faid to 
have excelled allt ofe who preceded and followed his time in the 
Knowledg of his Profetlion He facceeded to Scevola, whofe Dil- 
ciple he was in the Adminiitration of the Affairs relating to rhe 
Treafury of the Emperor Severus, to. whom he was related by his 
fecond Wife 5 and was fo well efteemed by that Emperor, thar 
hen he died he left his Sons to his Care. 
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BER U Me Ve! 


Qui fe volet efle potentem, 
Animos domet ille feroces, &c. 


He to his Paffions Laws muft give, 
Who would at Fame and Power arrive ; 
He muft not too bimfelf j forget, 

And to Luft’s fervile Tok Jubmit. 
Although thy Laws and Power extend 

To fruitful ‘ w) India’s dzftant Land ; 
Though frozen a(x) Thule’s ffubborn Brow 
Shouldsto thy by dreadful Scepter bow ; 

Yet.if black Care invades thy Brea/t, 
If Grief and Platnts do thee moleft, 
Thou neither powerful art, nor blel? a: 


wy) 


2 PRO- 





(w) India.) ’Tis fo called from the River Indus, and is a vait 
Territory terminating 4/ztowards the Eaft, alchough here it is 
taken for the Eaft. 

(x) Thule) Was the laft of the Iflands which the Romans had 
difcovered, and lay © he moft Northerly of all towards. the Wefts 
wherefore here it is taken for’ the Weft. It is generally believed 
to ‘be Iceland, and depends upon the King of Denmark as King of 
Norway., About the End of the 9th Century it began to be fré- 
quented by the Europeans. 
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PROSA VI. 


y UT O how deceitful oft, and how de- 
ae formed is the thing called Glory! Hence 
ety non Reafon didthe Trag agedian exclaim ; 
OvE Ot, OL, ODEN, AUCIOLOL Ovi bool av, Oude Yeyou | 16- 
Toy KInaons ass O Glory, Glory, there are 
tlic of Men who have deferved pdb 
whofe Lives neverthelefs thou baft rendred famous ! 
for. many have furreptitioufly gotten to them- 
felves great Names by the falfe and miftaken 
Opinions of the Vulgar, than which nothing 
can be more mean and bafe: For they who are 
praifed and applauded undefervingly, muft 
needs, -if they have a any Mon be afhamed 
and blufh at the Recital of their own Praifes. 
But if Efteem and Praife be pure chafed by De- 
fert, what Satisfaction yet can they add to the 
ind of a wife M an, wlio meafures not his 
Good by popula Ru mour, but by the juft 
Rules.of Truth and Confience? Andif it fem 
a fair and noble thing fora Man to havemade 
himfelf famous, and to have propagated His 
Name, then by Confequence it mult be ad 
judged t the contrary, not to have done fo. But 
fince, as I have before demonftrated, there 
mutt be many People inthe Harth whom the 
Renown of one Man could hever.reach, then of 
ne- 
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neceffity it mutt follow, that he whom thou ac- 
counteft glorious, mutt to the sreateft part of 
the World be inglorious and obfcure. Amongft 
thefe things I do not think popular Favour to 
be worthy to be taken notice of, which is nei- 
ther the Produ&t of Judgment, nor ever wasor 
can be of Duration. And now who doth not 
fee how vain, how empty, and how uncertain 
Titles of Nobility are? which if referred to 
Renown, they are wholly foreign to it: For 
Nobili ity feems to be that Fame and Praife 
which proceedeth from the Merits of Anceftors. 
Now if Praife can give Nobi ‘lity, they neceffa- 
rily are noble whoare  praifed. Then it follows 
thou canit deri ive no Splendor from the Nobili- 
ty of anot her, if thou haft none of thine own. 
But if there be any Good and Advantage in No- 
bility, Ithink it ts only this, that it fer 7eS tO 
impofe a kind of Neceffity upon thofe who pof- 
: efs i it, Of not degenerating from the Vertues of 

their Progenitors. 


METRUM VI. 


Omne hominum genus in terris 
simili confurgit ab ortu, &c. 


The wa. any Nations of ti he teem ing Earth 


Do from the fame Be eginntng (pring ‘ 3 
To the fame frui rpc OF sell owe their Birtpy 
They have one Father bib Kyung : 


452) 
fA¥) 
i He 
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He to the Moon gave Horns, and gave the Ray 

Io Phebus, which adorns the welcome Day : 

Fits Love and Bounty gave the Earth to Men, 

. Dhefe did with Stars adorn the Sky ; 

Fe tn the Body did the Soul in[brine, 

Which noble Part he fent from high, 

All Beings therefore from this Source a0 flow, 

Out of this Root thefe noble Branches grow, 

If Men confider then from whence they rife, 
Why [bould they boaft of Pedigree ie. 

On God their Maker let them caft their Eyes, 

And no one can ignoble be 

But he who meanly doth to Vice [ubmit, 

And doth his noble Origine forget. 





PROS A YI. 


HY fhould I here difcourfe of the Plea- 
¥ fures of the Body, the Defire of which 
is full of Anxiety, and the fatisfying of them, of 
Repentance ? What dangerous Difeafes, what 
intolerable Pains, being like-Fruits of Iniquity, 
do they bring to the Bodies of thofe who enjoy 
them? and what Joys are to be found in the 
Motions of them, I confefs I know not. But 
this know, that whoever will call to mind his 
Luxurv and Lufts, fhall find much Bitternefs in 
the Iffue of them. If thefe things can make 
Mien happy,l fee no Caufe why Beafts alfo may 

: not 
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not he faid-to be in a poff {ibility of obtaining 


Happinefs, fince by their Inftin€: they a1 ‘eurged 
to intend and purfue bodily T delights. TheSa- 
tisfaction of having a Wife and ‘Children were 
great, but it hath * been faid, though .againft 
Nature, that fome in their Childe en have found 
Tormeritots: low biting and unea fy the Con- 
dition of fuch is, it is not neceffary to tell thee, 
who haft before this tried it, and who art: now 
under fo great a Difcompofure. In this Lap- 
prove the Opinion of (y) Euripides, who faid, 
that he ee hath no Children is happy in his 
Misfortune. 


METRU Ms VIL 


Habet omnis hoc voluptas, 
Stimulis agit fruentes, &c. 


Thofe who-do Pleafures court, muft find 
That they will leave a Pain bebina i 
And as the baly Bee 
Away doth fly when {be 
Hath Honey given; fo they 
Will with no Perfon fray ; 
And like that angry Infect fo 
They forely wound th’ E mjoyer too, 
I 4 PROSA 








(y). Ewripides.\ Though he was a Poet, yet he was Nas a Philo- 
fopher, ind Difciple to Anaxagoras, ard in his Andromache he hath 
the Expreffion which our Author quotes above. 
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PROSA VUI. 


R.OM what I have faid then it may with- 
1 out doubt appear, that all thefe mentioned 
Ways are wrong and deceitful, and cannot lead 
Men to that Ha ippinels which they promite ; 
And with how many Evils and Inconveniences 
they are perplexed, I {hall foon fhew thee. Con- 
fider then thus: Haft thou a mind to amafs 
Wea alth ? then thou muft bereave the Pofleffor 
of it, Wouldft thou fhine in Dignities and 
Titles? thou mutt fupplicate ae who is the» 
Fountain of them, ana who only can confer 
them ; and fo thou who defireft to out-go 
others in Honour, fhall by meanly asking it be- 
come-contemptible. Doft thou affect Power °? 
thou wilt ex oak : aby {elf to Danger, by fub- 
jecting thy felf to the Traps and Snares of thofe 
who are under thee. Art thou defirous of Glo- 
ry? being diftracted i by {harp and fevere Dif- 
pe nfations, thou {halt t Jorge chy Security and 
Quiet, Wouldit thou lead a voluptuous Life ? 
think es that all Men will fcornand contemn 
him who $a Slave to that vileand frail thing, 
bigkpays And now upon how weak a-Foun- 
dation do they build, upon how uncertain a 
Po Te ffion do they rely, who value and affect 
corporal Delights * Canft thou furpafs the Ele- 
. asae phant 
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phant in Bulk, or the Oxe in Strength? Canft 
thou excel the Tigers in Swiftnefs ? Behold the 
vaft Space and Extention of the Heavens, their 
Firmnefs, and the Swiftnefs of their Motions, 
and then at lensth ceafe to admire vile or lefs 
things. Nor isthe Heaven more to be admired 
for thefe Qualities mentioned, than for thofe ex- 
at Orders and Methods by which it is govern- 
ed. How fleeting, and of how {hort Duration 
is Beauty and Exactnefs of Feature, how fwitt- 
ly it pafleth, fading fooner than a vernal Flow- 
er! For as Arifforle faith, if a. Man had the 
Eyes of a (2) Lyzx, that fo he might pierce 
through every Medium which fhould oppofe 
him, would not he, if he looked into the in- 
ward’ Recefles of the Body of (2) Alcibiades, 
whofe outward Form was fo fair and charm- 
ing, find it noifom and foul? And therefore 
thy Nature doth not make thee appear beauti- 


ful, 





——— — 





(x) ALynx.] It is a Proverb now to fee with the Eyes of a 
Lynx, which did arife thus; Liuceus 15 {aid to have been the firft 
who found out Mines of Brafs, of Silver, and of Gold: from 
hence ic was fabled thar he was fo fharp-fighted, that he could 
with his Eyes pierce through the Earth, and fee what was done 
in Hell, 

Now poffis oculo quantum contendere Linceus, 
Non tamenidcirco contemnas Lippus inuugi. 
Horat. Epift. 1, 1. Ep. 1. 

(a) Alcibiades."| He was Generalofthe Athenians, one of great 
Endowments, and very beautiful ; Ac firft his Life was very vitious, 
but afterwards, by the Inftrudtions and Perfwvafions of Socrates, he 
changed his Mannc rs and became yertuous, 
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ful, but the Infirmity of the Eyes of thy Be- 
holders. Efteem bodily Goods as much as thou 
wilt, but confider, that what thou fo much ad- 
mireft may in three Days be ‘haken and-dif- 
folved by the raging Fires of a Bever.- From 
all which we may gather this, that thofe things 
which cannot confer thofe Goods which they 
promife, nor are perfect and confummate by a 
general Meeting or all Goods in themfelves, can 
neither always condu€& to Happinefs, nor by 
themfelves make any one happy. 3 


METRUM VIIL- 


Eheu que miferos tramite devios 
Abducit ignorantia,, &c. 


Alas! what Ignorance doth blindly lead 
Poor Mortals from the noble Paths of Good! 
And doth with vain Imaginations feed 
Their Minds of that which 1s not underftood! 

| ‘Upon the bearing Tree we find not Gola, 
Nor will the Vine a Diamond afford ; 
Who would his Nets upon the Hulls unfold, 
Hoping with Fifb fo to fupply his Board? 


The 
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The early Hunter who defigns to chafe 

The Royal Hart, or the fwift-footed Roe, 

To the wide Foret will himfelf addre/s, 

And will not to the (6) Vyrrhene Waters go. 
Some Men the Seas profoundeft Bottom found, 
And do the Clofets of the Deep defery, 

Caz tell where the moft Orient Pearls are found, 
And where that Fifb which yields the Purple Die. 
They know the Shores which moft frequented are 
By all the tendreft of the fcaly Fry, 

They can defcribe the Coaft exattly where 

The fierce (¢) Sea-Urchine and his young ones lie. 
Yet they, becaufe the fovereign Good lies hid, 

_ Are idely willing ever to be blind ; 

And what above the Pole conceals its Head 

They vainly think upon the Earth to find, 

What Wb can to their Folly equal be ¢ 

Honours and Riches may fuch Men purfue, 

And thefe falfe Goods obtain’d, then may they fee, 
Too late the Worth and Value of the true, 

P RO- 





NE Bl 


(0) Tyrrbene. | The Zyrrhene Sea is that part of the Mediterranean 
Sea which wafheth the Southern Coaft of Italy, as the Adriatick 
doth the Northern. 

Gens inimica mbt Tyribenum navigat equor. Virgil. Aneid. |. 1. 

(¢) Sea-Urchine, | It is a Fifh covered with a Shell, and faid to 
be of a fierce Nature; and, as Arifotie witnefleth, was often eat- 
en by the Antients. 

Sed non omne mare eff generofe fertile tefe, 
Murice Bajano melior Lucrina Peloris : 
Oftrea Circwis, Mifeno oriuntur Echinis 
Pectinibus patulis jattat fe molle Tarentum. 
Horat, Satyr, 1.2, Sat. 4. 
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PROS A IX.. 


ET it fuffice that I have hitherto deferibed 
Bs the Form of counterfeit Happinefs: So 
that if thou confidereft well, my Method will 
lead me to give to thee a perfect Draught of the 
true. Boer. Inow fee plainly that Men cannot 
arrive at a full Satisfaction by Riches, nor at 
Power by enjoying Principalities or Kingdoms, 
nor at Efteem and Reverence by the Acceffion 
of Dignities, nor at Nobility by Glory, nor at 
true Joy by carnal Pleafures. Ph. Thou fayeft 
well, but knoweftthou the Caufes of all thefe? 
Be. I perceive them by the fmall Light I can af- 
ford to my: felf, but I fhould be very glad to 
know them more fully from thee. - P+. The 
Reafon is moft obvious, for humane Error doth 
feparate and divide that which is fimple, and 
by Nature indivifible, and doth tranfport it 
from that which is true and perfect to their 
contrary. Letmeaskthee, canthat, doftthou 
think, which needeth nothing want Power ? 
Bo. No, Lam not ofthat Opinion. Ph. Thou 
thinkeft right indeed ; for if there be any thing 
which, upon any occafion of Performance, doth 
fhew a Weakneis or want of Power, it muft, 
as tothat, neceflarily need foreign Aid. Bo; So 
itis. Ph, And therefore Sufficiency and Pow- 
er are of one Nature. Bo, Soittruly feems, 
BOE i ao 
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Ph. And thinkeft thou that things of this kind 
are to be undervalued and contemn’d, or rather 
to be reverenced of all? Bo. ‘They are doubt- 
efs worthy of Reverence. Ph. Let us then 
add to Sufficiency a ae Power Reverence, and 
fo then judg of thefe three as one. Bo. Let us 
join them then, becaufe th e Truth mutt be con- 
fefvd. Pb, What doft thou think then? Is 
that an obfcure and ignoble thing which is 
grac’'d with thefe three great Attr ibutes of Self. 
ae ale and Reverence, or other- 
waysis it noble and worthy of Fame? Confi- 
der then, as we have granted before, that he 
who wants Gifts of Fortune ; whois moft pow- 
erful, and moft worthy of Renown, if he, I 
fay, want Fame, which he cannot give to him- 
felf, he may on that hand, in fome meafure, 
ee more weak and a bject. Bo. I cannot in- 
deed deny it, but aver asitis, that Renown at- 
tends the aforefaid thi ings Phe Then by con- 
fequence Renown differs nothing from thethree 
above-mention’d Attributes. Bo. TI grant it. 
ee Muft not then that thing which wating not 
e Help of another, which can (by? its own 
ano perform every thing oe is famous 
and reverend, of neceflity be joyful alfo, and 
always pl eafant ? Bo. [cannot indeed well com- 
prehend how any Grief or “Trouble can poflefs 
the Breait of one in. thofe Circumftances, 
Ph, Then we may well grant that fuch are al- 
Ways 
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ways in a State of Joy, if what I have faid-be 
true. And then may we alfo grant Self-fufh- 
ciency, Power, Nobility, Reverence and Piea- 
fure, do differ only in Name, but notin Effence 
or Subftance. Bo. It is neceflarily fo. P+. Then 
therefore that which is one fimple Nature is 
torn violently afunder by the Pravity of Men ; 
and whilft they endeavour for a part of a thing 
which wants Parts, they neither get that Part, 
nor the entire thing which they fo much defire. 
Bo. How can that be? Ph. Why thus; He 
who in amafling Riches propofeth only to him- 
felf the end of avoiding Poverty, isno way fo- 
licitous to obtain Power ; he had rather be un- 
known and obfcure, and chufeth rather to 
withdraw from himfelf many natural Pleafures, 
than run the hazard of lofing that Money 
which he hath gathered. But furely fuch an 
one by this means doth not purchafe Self-fuffici- 
ency, when he lofeth Power, when he is 
prick’d with Trouble, when his fordid Ways 
make him be looked upon as an Out-caft, when 
he is hidden in Obfcurity.. If we come to the 
Perfon who only aims at Power, he fquanders 
away Riches, he defpifeth Pleafures, he flights 
Honour which is not accompanied with Power, 
and contemns Glory. So then thou feeft how 
many things that Man wanteth. For often he 
muft ftand in need of Neceflaries, he muft bé 
fubjeCt to great Anxieties ; and when he can- 

: nor 
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not drive away thefe things, he fhews clearly 
his want of that which he did moit affect, I 
mean Power. One may a alfo reafon thus of 
Honours, of Glory V3 and of Pleafures. For 
wihiuilt every one of thefe is the fame with the 
re{t, whoever endeavours to obtain any of 
a efe without the other, lofeth that which 
he defireth. Bo. What then it a Man abe 
ee to gain allthefe things together? PA. 
would then fay, that he hath a mind to arrive 
at the f{¢ eee Good ; but can it be thought 
that it {hall ever be found 3 in thefe. Acquifitions, 
which I have {hewed already, not to be ablezo 
perform any thing they pr omife? Bo. No fure- 
ly. Pa. In thefe thi ungs therefore which are 
believed a able to fatisfy our Defires, we muft 
by no means feck for Happinets Bo. Icontefs 
it, and n tatu how be { d more truly than this. 
Ph. Thou haft now then the Form and Can‘es 
of that adulterate fophifticate Felicity >: now 
turn again the Eyes of t! ny Confideration upon 
the contrary Profpect, and thou hale fe oon com- 
prehend that true and genuine Ha Pp ineis W fach 
I fo long have promifed thee. Ho. Thata blind 
Man may fee, and who runs may read it, for 
thou fhewedft it to me before, when thou didft 
endeavour to open tome the Caufes of its Coun- 
terfeit: forif I be not miftaken, that is the true 
confummate Felicity which makes a Man feli- 
fufficient, powerful, reverenced, noble and plea- 
Jant. And that thou mayft know ’ that thy Say- 


ines 
tiga? 
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ings have funk:deep into my Underftanding, I 
fay; I know that that which one of thefe (for 
they are all one) can truly perform is, without 
doubt, the chief Good and true Happinefs. 
Ph. O my Pupil, thou art moft happy in this 
Opinion, provided thou wilt add this to it, 
which I fhall offer to thee. Bo, What is that? 
Ph. Thinkeft thou that any thing on this fide 
Heaven can confer that Good of which thou 
fpeakeft. - Bo. I think not indeed ; and thou 
haft already f{hewed me, that nothing can be defi 
red beyond fucha State of Perfection. Ph, Thefe 
things then above-mentioned either confer the 
Likenefs of che true Good,. or elfe they feem to 
sive me fome impertect Good; but the trueand 
perfect one this can by no means afford. Bo. La- 
sree with you. Ps, Seeing then thou knowelt 
already which 1s the true Happinefs, and which 
the falfe one, it remains thou fhouldft be inform- 
ed from what Fountain to derive that true one; 
Bo. ThatI indeed expet with much Impatience: 
Ph. But as Plato fays in his (4) Timeus, that 

: even 





(d) Timeus.| Timeus amongtt his Verfes mentions this Precept 

of Pythagoras: "aan Eoreuy ear” Foray, 

Oecloy emevta uavr@- sTerasoai. 
Finem déin ante precatus 

Numina, opus facito. . Pychag. in aur. Carm. 
From whence Plato faith in his.Book which he nameth Timex, 
"AAN @ TSMEKTE, TET Ye Si mLvTEs Boat ny xT caw owoeg- 
sUINS UETENKOW, OFF TON OCU X) CLUES 1 were Ay egy uare: 
@eov de we yaasay? That every one who hachbut thelea cihate 
of a good Mind and Inclination when he beginneth any thin, bed 
ercat or fmall, is always wont te call upon God, - 
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even in the leaft things the Divine Affiftance 
ought to be implored, what doft thou think 
is ft to be done, that we may deferve to 
find the true Source and Seat of the fovereign 
Good? Bo. I think we ought to invoke the 
Father and Governour of all things, for with- 
out fuch an Invocation no Wor Ik is well be- 
sun. -Ph. Thou fayeft right. And then fhe 
warbled out this Divine Orifon. 


METRUM IX. 
O qui Peaect mundum ratione gubernas, &c: 


O thou who with perpetual Reafoz ral ft | 
The World, great Maker of the Heaven and Earth! 
Who doft (e) from Ages make fwift Time proceed, 
Ana fix'd thy felf, mak ft all shines elfe to move ! 


K WW howe 


(¢) From Ages. J Philofophy makes a Diderphoe betwixt Erer= 
nity, Age, and Time, which are feveral kinds of Duration. E- 
rernity belongs to that Being which ‘vas without a Begit anne, 
and will be without an End, as God. An Age or Aten is of 
thar thing which is indeed Without an End, buc not without a 
Bepinning, iz. of a created thing fuch as is the Mind and 
Body, of which there 1s no aeiey than an extériour Caufe 5 
for thofe beitig credted by God, fhall endure for ever. Time 
is of that thing which is neither without Beginning nor with- 
out or ta as of a Corporeal Form, flich as is the Form of 


a Beaft, the Form of a Planr, and the Forim of inanimate Bos 
djess 
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Whom (f) exteriour Caufes did nor force to frame 

This Work of (¢) floating Matter, but the Form 

Of fovereign Good, (h) above black Envy plac’d, 

Within thy Breaft: thou every thing doft draw 

Erons the fupreme Example ; faireft thy felf, 

Bearing the World's Figure in thy Mind, 

Thou formedst this after that Prototype, 

And didt command it fhould have perfect Parts. 

Thou by harmonious Meafures faft doft bind 

The Elements, that cold things may with hot, 

And moift with dry agree, Left fubtil Fire 

Should fly too high, or Weight fbould prefsthe E ae 
Ana 


ewe per IS LT 





Cf) Exteriowr.| Philofophy ufually affigneth four Caufes, vir, 
the Final, the Efficient, the Material, and the Formal; the two 
former are called Exteriour, the two latter Inceriour Canfes. The 
Bodies which they call Phyfical or Natural, fuch asare the Heaven 
and the Earch, have both inceriour and exteriour Caufes 5 and crea- 
ted Minds have not interiour bur only exteriour ones, But God hath 
neither interiour nor exteriour Caufes; therefore he could noe 
be compelled to create this World either by a final or an effi- 
cient Caufe, 

(2) Floating Matter.) The word is rightly called Macter, be- 
- cauie ic isa ching extended every way, as Matter is. Ic is well 
alfo called fluitous or floating, fince the Heaven, the Earth, and all 
ocher Bodies of which the World confifts, are perpetually moved, 
if not inall, yet in moft of their Parts. 
_ (hy Above black Envy.) God is rightly faid here, livore.carere, 
hecaufe being nor forced to create the World by any external 
Caufe, but by the Form of the chief Good. which was fixed in his 
Mind, thac is, by his Will and hisinfinice Wifdom, —Livor in-our 
Auchor meats no other thanEnvy, and God is rightly faid to want 
Envy, having no Being which he can envy, himfelf being the 
chief Good by whom and for whom the World was made 3 and 
there tan be nothing beccer chanthe chief Good. 


B. 3. Confolation of Philofopby. 131 


And Water lower than nthey now ave placd. 
Thou doft the @) Middle Soul firmly connect 
Of th? threefold Nature,which each thing doth move, 
Then by agreeing Number it refolv’ ft 
K 2 When 


(i) The Middle Soul, | Here our Philofopher meaneth the Spirit 
or Soul of the Univerfe, which was born wich the Law of Nacu re, 
after the Production of che Elements of the World. Icis rightiy 
alfo by. our Author called, 1. Avima. 2. Triplicis nature? media. 
3. Curcta mozere. 4. A Deo connecti, '3. Per confona membrareolzi. 
6. Secta circuire. Firft this Univerfal Spiric or Soul is acknow- 
edged not only by the facred Authors, butalfo by the profane, as 
Plato, Avifiotle, and many others. 

Principio celum e& terras campofqne liquentes, 

Lucentemque globum Lune, Vitantaque aftra 

Spiritus intus alit : totamque infufa per artus 

Mens agitat wolein ” magno fe corpore milcet. 

Tide hominum pecndumque genus, vitaque volantitt, 

Et quae marmoreo fert monfira {ub equore pontses. 

Tgneus eft alles vigor & coeleftis ovigo 

Seminibus : quantum non noxia corpora tardant, 

Terreniqne hebetant artus, moribundaque mombra, 

Hine metuunt, cupinntque, dolent, gandentque: néc aura 

Refpiciunt, clanfe tenebris C® carcere Caco. 
Viren fEntid, 1.6. v. 724. Secondly, this Soulis faid to be of a 
threefold Nature ; not thar it confifts of three Elements, as fome 
chink, buc becaufe it:is one, and the middle one alio, of chree 
chings, which by our natural Light we can know and diftiqguith 5 
towit, itis placed betwixt the Mind, wiiich we cannot perceive 
by our Senfes, and the Body which we may. bier it 1s faid, 
cuncta movere, not becaufe all Bodies are moved by this Spiric or 
Soul; for many are folid, whofe Parts do therefore ref} and are 
quiet; but becaufe no Bodies may be moved unlefs this do move, 
‘Fourthly, it isfaid, a2Dez0 connecti, becaufe as no Body doth move 
bue by Touch or Contad, (5 this Soul or Spiric of the World 
cannot move unlefs it be conneéted with the Body to be moved ; 
but fr was connected by God, by whom, when it was firft made, 
it was moved by chofe Laws of Nature which God himielf did con- 
Bicutre, Fifchly, ic ts faid, per confona membra refolyi, beganfe chis 
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When that is done, and cut into tivo Orbs, 

It moves about returning to it felf, 

And then incompalfing the Mind profound, 

Doth by that fair Idea turn the Heaven. 

Thou by fuch Caufes doft produce all Souls 

And (k) leffer Lives, thou mak’/t them to be fit 
To 


anima mundiis a moft liquid Body, whofe Parts, as they are mo- 
ved and refolved into divers Places, fo they enter the differenc 
Members of the informed Body. But thefe Members are agreeing 
as amoneft themfelves, fo with this Soul or Spirit, by which they 
are to be moved; fo thatthe lefler Members have Motion fir(t from 
the Soul, then che greater from the lefler Members, and alfo from 
the Soul. Laftly, it is faid, fecta circuire, becaufe joining its End 
to the Beginning of its Motion, ir may feem to form that Motion 
intoa round: And itis cut or divided, becaufe it being liquid, as 
Water or Air, it is a Mafs or Congeries of feveral little Bodies, 
which, as they are moved, are feparated one from the other. 
This Soul is faid to circulate through the Body ia which it dorh 
refide, becaufe every Body, unlefs it be refifted, continueth its 
Motion: Sothe Sap of aTree doth rather chufe to afcend to the 
Top of it, than to prefs it felf through the Bark: and icis eafier 
for this Spirit or Soul to circulate in its Body, chante go out of ic, 
feveral Bodies being ready every where co refift it, 


() All Sonls and lefir Lives.) Our Philofopher meaneth by this 
humane Souls, and chofe alfo of vegerative and fenfitive Creatures ; 
aad he giveth co them the Epithet of Minores, becaufe they are int 
cluded inlefler Vehicles or Machines; putting this Difference how- 
‘ever between Man and otter Creatures, that there is in him, be- 
fides this corporeal Spiric which 1s fubfervient to principal Form, 
a Mind which hath the Faculcy of thinking: from whence it is that 
this corporeal Spirit lofech 1 a Man its Name and Dignity, and 
therefore ic may be faid thar in a Man there is only one Soul, and 
that endowed with Reafon. 

Effe apibus partem divine mentis, & haufrus 

Etherios dixtre: Dinm namque ire per omnes 

Tivrafque, tractufque maris, celumque profundum, 

Fine pecudes, avmenta, viros, genus omne ferarum, 

Rucmgs fioi tenes nafcentem arcefere vitae, Virg, 1.4. Georg, vi 225, 
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To their light Vehicles, and them doft fow 

In Heaven and Earth: they then again to thee 

By akind Law, and Ordinance benign, 

Like a recoiling Flame gladly revert. 

O Father, let our Minds afcend on high, 

And view thy Throne auguft ! let them behold 
The Fountain of all Good; and when we have 
Found the true Light, may our Minds, Eyes on thee, 
The nobleft Object, be for ever fix’d ! 

Difpel the Mifts, remove the mighty Bulk 

Of Earth-bred-weight, and ix thy Splendor {hine, 
For thou art ever clear ! thou to the Good 

Art Peace and Reft ; whoever feeth thee, 

Sees End, Beginning, Bearer, Leader, Path, iz one! 








PROSA X. 


; OW that thou haft had the Character of 
the true, and alfo of the falfe Felicity 

truly reprefented to thee, I think it time to fhew 
thee in what the Perfection of Happinefs is, 
placed. And whilft we are in queft of this, I 
think our beft Method will be to examine, 
whether there can ih Nature be fuch a Good as 
that which thou haft before defin’d, left the 
Vanity of Imagination, and Heat of Thought, 
{fhould deceive us, and carry us beyond the 
Truth of the Matter fubjected to our Inquiry._ 
But that fuch a thing doth exift, and that tt is as 
Kenge yy it 
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it were the Fountain.of all Good, cannot be de- 
nied ; for every thing which is faid to be im- 
periect is proved to be fo by the Diminution of 
that which is perfe€t. Hence it is that if any 
thing in any kind be faid to be imperfe, it is 
prefently underftood that init there is alfo fome- 
thing perfect. For if Perfection be taken a- 
Way, no Man can tell in what that which is 
{aid to be imperfet can exift. For Nature doth 
not derive her Origine from things diminifhed 
and inconfummate, but proceeding from an 
intire and abfolute Subflance, fhe extends her 
feif in the remoteft and moft fruitlefs Beings. 
So that.if, as before [have demonftrated, there 


hawk 


be a certain imperfe€t Felicity, a fading Good, 
there muft alfo be, without doubt, a folid and 
perfect one. It is moft logically and truly con- 
cluded (faid I). -But where this doth refide 
(continued fhe) thus confider; That God the 
Governour of all things is good, is proved by 
the univerfal Opinion of all Men. For fince 

othing can he found out which is better than 
God, who will deny Himto be good, than 
whom nothing can be better 2 Reafonthen doth 
fo clearly demonftrate thatsGod. is good, that 
at the fame time it evinceth the fovereign Good 
to bein him, For if it were not fo, he could 


not be the Ruler of all thi 2$5- ior there would 
pe rome Leing excelling him, whichwould pof- 
s€.5 the perfect Good, and in this World feem 


TO 
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to excel him, and be antienter thanhe. We 
have already {hewn that all perfect things exce| 
thofe which are lefs’ perfect. Wher efore that 
We may not infinitely produce our Reafons, it 
mutt be conieis’d that the great God is full of 
the greateft and moft perfett Goodnefs. But 
we have alt eady fhewn that perfect Goodnefs 
is true Happinefs. Therefore it neceffari rily fol- 
tows that true and confummate Happinels re- 
ne only in the great and moft perfect God. 
his (returned T) ‘Tapprehend aright, nor can 
L by any means fay againft it. ‘Then I pray 
thee (faith fhe) fee how well and irreft ragably 
thou canft prove what T have faid, to wit, that 
God is wholly replenifhed with the fover eign 
‘Good. How fhall Ido that? Ge plied T). 2 51 
thou. prefume (faid fhe) that the Father of all 
things hath received this fovereign Good, swith: 
which he is proved to abound, trom any thing 
without himfelf, or that he Batti it fo naturally 
that thou fhouldft imagine that He po flelfing it, 
and Happinefs polfefied, are-of different Sub- 
{tances? Jf thou doft think that he received) it 
from any foreign Hand, thou muft imagine the 
Giver to be more excellent than the Receiver. 
But that God is the moft excellent of all Beings, 
moft worthily we confefs, if we own then that 
the fovereign Good is in him by Nature; and 
we we may conceive that it is not the fame that 


he is, fince we fpeak of God, who isthe Prince 
K 4 4. ot 
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of Nature, let. him who can find cut who it 
was that joined thefe fo differing things, -Laft- 
ly, whatever doth eflentially differ from any 
thing, it cannot be faid to be that from which 
itis underftoodto differ, Therefore that which 
is in its Nature diftering from the chief Good, 
cannot be faid to bethe Good it felf: which to 
think of God would be moft impious and. pre- 
fane, fince nothing can excel him in Goodnefs 
and Worth, Nothing that ever was can in its 
Nature be better than that frem which itdraw- 
eth its Beginnings. Wherefore that which is 
the Principle of all things mufk, as to its Sub- 
ftance, with the trueft reafon be concluded to 
be the chief of Goods. Boet. Mott right. 
Phil. But Happinefs was before granted to be 
the chief of Goods. Bo, Soit was. Ph. There- 
fore it muft neceflarily be confefs’d that God is 
the very Happinefs. Bo. I cannot oppofe the 
Reaions you have given, and I confefs youhave. 
drawna very right Conclufion from your Pre- 
miles. Pe. Look thena little further, and fee 
if this Truth can be proved more firmly thus, 


to wit, that there cannot be two fovereign 
Goods which difer in themfelves: For it is 


clear, that o: the Goods which differ, one cans 
not be what the other is; wherefore neither: 
can be perfect when one wants the other, But 
it isevident, that that, which is not perfect can- 
act be fovereign ; therefore thofe which are the 
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chief Goods can by no means be diverfe in their 
Natures. But I have rightly concluded that 
Good and Happinefs are the chief Good ; where- 
fore the higheft Divinity muft certainly be the 
higheft Happinefs.. Bo. Nothing can be truer 
than this ; nothing by the Courfe of Reafoning 
more firm; nor can any Conclufion be made 
amore becoming of the Divine Majefty. P/. Up- 
on the whole Matter then, as Geometricians, 
after they have demonftrated their Propofitions, 
are wont to infer and draw their meiouetx or 
Confequences, in the fame manner fhall I de- 
duce to thee fomething like a Corollary, thus: 
Becaufe by the attaining of Beatitude Men are 
happy, and Beatitude is Divinity it felf, by the 
attaining of Divinity it is manifeft that Men are 
madehappy. But as from Mens being endow- 
ed with the Vertue of Juftice, they are deno- 
minated Juft ; and from that of Prudence the 

are pronounced Wife, fo fhould they who are 
poffefied of Divinity by parity of reafon be 
efteemed Gods. Every happy Man then‘is a 
‘God; but by Nature there is only One, -yet by 
{uffering others to participate of the Divine Ef- 
fence nothing hinders but there may be Many. 
Bo. This truty 1s a very jair and moft pretious, 
call it Deduction or Corollary, which you 
pleafe. PA. But there can be nothing nobler 
than that which Reafon commands us to fub- 
joitothis. Bo. Whatisthat? Ph. Itis this, 
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Since Happinefs feems to comprehend in it ma- _ 
ny things, toconfider whether they all, by the’ 
Variety of Parts conjoined, do conftitute the 
Body of Happinefs; or whether there may be 
any one amongft them which may compleat the 
Subftance of it, and to which ail the reft may 
bereferr’d. #0. T could wilh that thou wouldit 
. open thefe things to me by recounting them. 
Ph. Do not we account Happinefs a Good? 
Bo. Yes certainly, and the chieteft. Ph. Add 
then that Good to all the aforefaid things, for 
that Happinefs which is Self-fufficiency is alfo 
the Height of Power, of Reverence, of Nobi- 
lity, of Pleafure. What fayft thou then, are. 
all thefe things, as Self-fufficiency, Power, and 
the reft, Members and conftituting Parts of 
Happinefs ; or are they, as all other things are, 
to be referr’d to the Sovereign Good as their 
Source and Principle? Bo. I well underftand 
what thou doft aim to fearchfor, but I defire 
to hear what thou doft propofe. P,-Obferve 
then the thing thus fitted and diftinguifhed up- 
on. If all thefe things were Members of Hap- 
pinefs, they would difler amongft themfelves ; 
for it is of the Nature of differing Parts to com- 
pofe one Body: But it is already demonftrated 
that all things are the fame, therefore they are 
not Parts; for if fo, even out of one of them 
Happinefs might be compofed, which is ab- 
furd. Bo. This I doubt not ; but ‘I defire to 


iar 
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hear that which remains. PA. It is clear that 
all other things are brought to be tried by Good 
asthe Rule and Square: For Self-fufficiency is 
therefore defired, becaufe it is thought to be 
Good : So alfo it may be faid of Power, Efteem, 
Nobility, Pleafure. Good then is the Caufe 
why all things are defired ; for that which nei- 
ther in Real ity nor Shew doth retain any thing 
of Good, 1s by no means to be defired: On the 
contrary, whatever by Nature is not good, if 
yet it feems to be fo, is defired as if 1 it really 
were fo. Hence it is that Goodnefs, judtly 

looked upon, is the Caufe, the Sum, the Hinge 
from which all our Defires arife, in which they 
centre, and upon which they turn. That which 
is the Caufe of cur defiring any ee feems it 
felf moft to. be defired. For it any Man de- 
fires to #ide abroad becaufe of his Health, he 
doth not fo much defire the Motion of Riding 
as the Effect of his Health. Since therefore ail 
things are fought after for the fake of Good, 
they. cannot be more defirable than Good it felf 
But we have before fhewed that it is Happinefs 
for which all thefe abovefaid things are defired, 
where it is clear that only Happinefs is fought 
for. He then who confiders this cannot deny 
that Good and Happinefs are of one and the 
fame Subftance. Bo. I fee no Caufe why any 
Man fhould diffent from your Opinion. Ph. And 
we have fhewed that God and Happinefs ar 
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infeparably joined in Effence. Bo. You have 
fodone. Ph, We may then fecurely conclude 
that the Nature and Subftance of God refides 
in Good, and can be fought for no where elfe. 


METRUM_X. 


Huc omnes pariter venite captt, 
Quos fallax ligat improbis catenis 
Terrenas habitans libido mentes, &c. 


Come hither all! O come to me, 

Whom in her impious Chains 

Imperious Luft detains, 

Which in an earthly Mind affects to be. 
Here Eafe from Labours you {hall find ; 

This is the Port of Reft, 

Which Storms cannot moleft ; 
Here’s Refuge for the fickeft Mind. 
Whatever Tagus golden Sand, 

Or (2) Hermus iz bis yellow way,, 

Can to the World convey, 

Or India with its warmer Hand, 
| Which 
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(/) Hevmus,\ Icisa River of the Lefler 4/2, called now le S- 
yabat: Te hath its Source in Phrygia the greater, and taking irs 
Courfe Weftward, and being increafed by feveral Rivers, among{t 
the reft Paciolus, ic enters into the Atgean Sea by the Bay of 
Sarna, and is faid ro have Golden Sands. 

Ne. pulcher Garges, atque auyo turbidus Herms. 

Virgil, Georg. Lt.v, rg te 
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Which Diamonds yields, and Pearls both, 
Can never clear the Mind, 
But rather doth it blind , 

And in thick Darknefs doth it clothe. 

That which doth raife our Thoughts fo high, 
Lhe mighty fhining Bait, 

_ Which fo doth captivate, 

Doth in Earth’s loweft Caveras lie. 

But the gay Light which Heaven doth rule, 
From which its Force it hath, 

_ Doth in no obfture Path, 

Bat by clear Light conduct the Soul. 

Fle then who fees that Source of Light, 
And will it comprehend, 

Compar'd toit, hell find | 

That Oe San’s Rays are wrap’d in Night. 








PROSA XI. 


Boet. Y Aflent, and am overcome by the 

Strength of thy Reafons. Phil. At 
how great a rate wouldit thou value this Good, 
if thou didft rightly know it? Bo. Atan infi- 
nite rate ; if at the fame time I might attain to 
the Knowledg of God, who 1s the true Good. 
Ph. ‘That thou fhalt do fo, I fhall make clear 
to thee by undeniable Reaions, if thou wilt but 
grant me thofe things which a little before I 
have laid down as Conchilions. Po. I grant 

3 | them 
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“them all. Ps. Have not I made it clear that 
thofe things which are defired by moft are not 
therefore true and perfect Goods, becaufe they 
differ amongft themfelves; and that when one 
is abfent, the other cannot confer abfolute Hap- 
pinefs ? Andthen that they are the perfe& Good 
when they are molded up into one Form, that 
isto fay, when Self-fufficiency, Power, Vene- 
ration, Renown and Pleafure collectively meet. 
For if they be not one and the fame thing, they 
have nothing to recommend them, or to make 
them to be numbred amongft defirable things ? 
30. I grant thou haft demonftrated thefe things, 
nor can they by any means be doubted. of; - 
Pf, Thefe things then when they are diftin@ 
not being Goods, and when they meet immedi- 
ately being made Goods, do not they owe 
their Beings of Good to Unity? Bo. So it feemis 
to me. P%, But wilt thou yield that every 
thing which is good, is fo by the Participation 
of the fovereign Good, or not? Bo. It is cer- 
tainly fo. P+. Thou muft then by the fame 
Reafon acknowledg Unity and Good to be the 
fame thing: for the Subftance of thofe things 
muft be the fame, whofe Effects do not natu- 
rally difter. Bo. I cannotdeny it. Ph. Know- 
eft thou then that every Being doth fo long en- 
dure and fubfift as it is entire and knit together 
by Unity; but that as foon as it loofes that Bond 
it is diflolv’d, and Privation follows? Bo. How 

dott 
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doft thou make out that? Ph. Thus; As in 
Animals or fenfitive Creatures it is*plain, the 
Soul and Body being united and continuing to- 
gether, the Being then is called Animal, adtving 
Creature: but fo foon as this Unity is diflolved 
by the Separation of thefe, it immediately pe- 
rifheth, ceafing to be what it was before. .The 
Body alfo it felf} which whilff it remains in one 
Form by the Conjunction of its Members, re- 
tains the Form:.and Refemblance of a. Man; 
but if by diflevering and fegregating the Parts 
that Onenefs is diftraéted, it is no more what 
before it was. In the fame manner, if we run 
through all other Beings, it will furely appear, 
that every thing, as long asit preferveth Unity 
doth fubfift ; and if that dies, the other muft al- 
fo die with it. Bo. ‘Though I confider never fo 
long, yet Ican fee no other thing. P+. Is there 
then any thing, which inafmuch as it lives natu- 
rally, doth forgo its Defire of Subfifting, and 
affect Corruption and Annihilation? Bo, If i 
confider thofe living Creatures which have any 
- Power of willing or refufing, Ido not in Na- 
ture find any thing, which without fome fo- 
reign Impulfe, or the Concurrence of outward 
Accidents, doth caft away its Intention and De- 
fire of fubfifting, and willingly haften to De- 
ftruction ;. for every Animal is endowed with 
that great Principle of Self-prefervation, and 
purfues it, and doth efchew Mufchief and 

Death, 
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Death. Butif I, cafting an Eye upon the Ve: 
getative World, confider Herbs and Trees, and 
other inanimate things, I confefsI am undét-a 
doubt, and know not well what to think of 
them. PA. But even of thefe there is no Caufe 
that thou fhouldft doubt ; for behold Herbs and 
Trees firft choofe a convenient Place to grow 
in, where their Nature, as much asit can, hind 
ders them from withering and perifhing foon ; 
for fome fpring in the Fields, others upon 
Mountains, others rife in Lakes and Marthes, o: 
thers put forth amongft the Stones; fomechoofe 
the moft barren Sands for the Place of their 
Birth ; and all thefe, if any Hand fhould en: 
deavour to tranfplant them to any other place; 
would forthwith wither, But Naturé gives to~ 
every thing that which is agreeable to, and: 
convenient for them, and endeavours that they 

fhould not perifh before their time. Doft thow 
not know that all Herbs and Trees, 4s if their” 
Mouths were faftned downward inthe Earth} 

do draw up their Nourifhment by the Root, 
and difufe their Strength and Bark as through 
their Marrow? And alfo that the fofteft and: 
moft tender Matter, as the Pith cr Marrow ISss 
is always laid up in the moft inward Gabinet,! 
and covered by a ftrong Coat of Wood’; and 

the uppermoft Garment of Bark is oppoféd to: 
the Storms and Weather; a5 beirig fitted beft to 

endure them’, And canft thet hot here behold 

and 
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and admire the Diligence and Care of Nature, 
which propagates all things by a Mult PUY of 
Seeds, which all Men know are asa iF oundation 


for a Building not to remain for a time, bnrlas 
if it were for ever? And even thof t things 
whichare thought to be inanimate, do not they 
by the fame ! Reafon defire that which properly 
belongs to them, and to preferve their Beings ? 
For why fhouid Levity carry the Flares up< 
ward, and Gravity make the Earth tend down- 
wards towards its Centre, but that thefe Places 
and Motions agree with their feveral Bodies ? 
Furthermore, whatfoever is agreeable to the 
Nature of any thing, that prefer ves that thing, 
as that which hath an Abhorrency from it cor- 
Tupts and deftroys it. Now that whichis hard, as 
a Stone; doth moft tenacioufly adhere together j in 
allits Parts, and refifts an eafy Didolution ; but 
what things are liquid or flowing, as Air and 
Water, yield eafily to thofe who would feparate 
them, but foon again return and {lide back to 
thofe things from which they were divided : but 
Fire doth utterly refufe any fuch Divifion. And 
now I donot treat of the voluntary Motions of 
a knowing and difcerning Soul, but of cs pile 
Intention and Inftinct. Thus we {wallow our 
Meat without thinking of it, and draw our 
Breath in our Sleep without perceiving it: -For 
the Love of Life is not derived to living -Crea- 
tures from the Inclinations and Bentof their 
| = Souls, 
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Souls, but only from the Principles of Nature ; 
for the Will, often pufh ed on by urgent Caufes, 
affects and eabt aces that Death which Nature 
fears and abhors: And onthe contrary, we fee 
that the Works of Generation, by which alone 
the Race of Men is prop agated, and which 
Nature always affects, often reftrained by the 
Will. ‘Therefore this Love which every thing 
beareth to it felf, et not proceed from the 
Motions of the Soul, but from the Intentions 
of Nature: For Providence hath given-to all 
things created by it, this areatelt Caufe and 
Pri neiple of Duration, to wit, a Defire of ex- 
ifting as long as it can. T Therefore doubt not 
but every Being hatha natural A ppetite towards 
Living, and an Abhorrence of Diffolution. 
Bo. i anes confefs sees it pla inly, and without 
doubting, 1 fee thofe things which before feem- 
eduncertaintome. Ph. i goonthen; What- 
ever doth defire to fub fitta and endure, doth alfo 
cape Unity ; for if this be taken away, its Ef- 

ence’ is diffolved. . Bo. ‘Phat is moft true. 
Ph. Then all things defire onething. Bo. I 
affent. Ph. But I have before. demonftrated 
that that one thing muft be that which is good. 
Bo. You hav ee Ph. All things therefore de- 
fireGood ; which Gee dy you may defcribe to be 

i 


that whi wat is. defired oh all: Bo. Nothi ng is 
truer: For mie all things muft be reduc sed to 
peut’ 0h Bee ony Ree a Ty 

iothing, and fe being d defticute of an Head, 


float 
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float and rove about without Governance or 
Order ; or if there be any thing to whic sh. all 
things do ee ae mult be the chief of all 
Goods. PA. ice but too much, O my 
Pupil ; for foi hal fixed in thy Mind the very 
middle and mantfeft Note of “ ruth: bue this 
thing hath been difcovered to thee, heat ed 
little before thou faidft thou wert ignorant of 
it. Bo. What is that? Pb. Thou di ‘dt not 
know what was the End of allthings: Anc 
this is it which every one defires. And becaufe 
we have from our former Arguments g gath ered, 
that Good.is that which. is the Subject of al il 
Mens Defires, we muft neceflarily confefs thar 
Good is the E nd of all things. 


an 


METRUM XL 


Quifquis ae mente veltigat verum, 
Cupitque nullis ile deviis falli, On. 


Who into Truth doth deep Refearches make, 
And would not in bis Queft } his way miftake, 
Let him into himfelf revolve his Eye, 
Collect his Thoughts, each Property e[py 
Of Berngs:; ? let hin too inftruct his Mind, 
That what {be feeks without foe in her felf 7 pay find: 
Then that which cloudy Error did o’r[pread, 
Will, like the Sun, exalt its radiant Hes bhi 
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For when Oblivion did the Mind invade, 

It did not wholly Light exterminate. 

The generous Seeds of Truth lie clofe beneath, 
And rife when Learning’s gentle Zephyrs breath : 
Elfe how could Truth in thy Difcour{eé appear, 
Unlefs its hidden Principles lay there ? 

So if what (m) Plato’s Mufe did fing is true, 


To learn is but Remembrance to renew. 





PROSA XIL. 
Boet. T Now very much affent to Plato, fince 





&. this fecond time thou haft brought 
thefe things to my remembrance. At firft when 
my Memory was drowned by the contagious 
Conjunction of my Body with my Soul, and 
then when Tafterwards loft it in thofe Preffures 
of Sorrow under which I laboured. PA. If 
thou wilt a little recolle€&t what thou haft grant- 
ed above, thou wilt not be far from remem- 
bring that thing of which a little before thou 
didft confefs thy Ignorance. Bo. What thing 
was that? Ph. It was, by what Power the U- 
hiverfe isgoverned. Bo. I confefs I did in that. 

own 


_(n) Plato in his Phedo coucheth UPON avepviors or Remi- ” 
nifcence. . It is {aid there that Socrates had frequently this Saying 
in his Mouth, 8 iizay i ck Snore Sn olland a D ay anos tw fxe.4 
ver vou 5 that is, that to learn is no other thing than to remember 
what had been forgotten before. " 3 
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Own my want of Knowledg; but although I 
have a ProfpeCt of what thou wilt infer, yet I 
defire to hear it made more plain from thy 
Mouth. Ps, A little time before thou didit 
think that there was no Reafon to doubt but 
that this World was governed by God. Bo. Nor 
dof think otherwife now, nor fhall I ever think 
that it ought to be doubted ; and I will briefly 
recount to you the Reafons which lead me to 
this Opinion. ‘The differing and contrariant 
Parts of which this World is compos’d, had ne- 
ver been brought together into one beautiful 
Form, without the Af_fiftance of a powerful 
Hand to jointhem: And even after fuch a Con- 
junction the difagreeing: Qualities of their Na- 
tures had diilociated the Parts, and ruined the 
Fabrick, if the fame conjoining Hand had not 
kept them together: For the Order and Me- 
thods of Nature could not fo certainly proceed, 
nor produce fo regular Motions, difpofed and 
limited according to Times, Places, Actings, 
Spaces, and Qualities, unlefs there were one 
remaining, fix’d and immovable Being to mef- 
nage fo great Varieties of Change. I give this 
excellent Being, whatever it is, by which all 
things created endure, and are actuated and in- 
formed, the known Denomination of God. 
PA, Seeing that thou haft {o right a Sentiment 
of thefe things, there is but little more to be 
done now that thou mayft once more be happy 

L, 3 and 











me 

150 boeTius of the By. 
and {afe, and that thou mayft revifit thy own 
Countrey: But let us refle@ a little upon 
what we have before propafed. Have not we 
agreed that Sufficiency is of the Nature of true 
Ha ippine! {sr And have we not eranted that God 
“is that true H appinefs° Bo, W ehave, Ph, And. 
‘ds the Government of this. World he 
no Helps or foreign font uments? for 
uf he fhould, he fhould not then be felf-fuffici- 
Bo. ‘That necefi: arily follows. Ph. There- 


peod 

ct 

ct 

z >= 
E21 Gu ci 

aA 

3 

pais 

peed 

a 

J) 

ct ist 


himfelf al a one he di ipofeth of all things. 

Bo. it cannot be c lenied. Ph. And I have'fhew- 
at God is the real Good. Bo. T remem- 

l. Ph, By that Good then doth he 
ryt ching, becruf he governs all things 
If, whom. w have eranted to be the 
Sover reign Gene : one I me is sth at great and cer~ 
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rtiptic on. Bo, i enti tel a agree to this, and I did 
forefee b fore th at this was it which thou wert 
about to fay. PI hb. I believe it ; and now I be- 
lieve thy Eyes are more intent upon thefe great 
Truths, But ba I fhall fay is not lefs 0 open 
to thy View. . What is that. Ph, Since. 
God Is rig ely bet leven to govern all things by 
his Goodness S, and ; all thofe things, as I have be- 
tore taught, to haften by a natur ral Bent and In- 
tention | towards ‘Good, can it be doubted but 

that 
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that they voluntarily fubmit to his Govern- 
ment, and that of their on Accord: they wil- 
lingly liad with, and yield up themtelves to 
him their Ruler? Bo. That muft n receffarily be, 
otherwife the Government could not fubfitt: 
if People were fuffered to draw different ways, 
there would be no Safety for thofe who obey. 
Ph. Is there any } Being then, which follows the 
Dictates of Nature, that endeavours to go con- 
trary to the Laws of God? Bo. No furely. 
Ph. But if there fhould be fo prepoftrous an one, 
fhall it ever be able to prevail againtt him, 
whom byt the Right of true Happineis we have 
sranted tobe moft powerful? Bo. If there-were 
fuch alk one, certa ity it could never prevail. 
Ph. Then there is nothing that’either will or 
can refift t! his Sov ereign Good, Bo. I think in- 
deed there is noth: ing. Ph. It-is then the Sove- 
reign Good which ruleth all things powerfully, 
and difpofeth them. foftly and harmoni ioufly. 
Bo. How am I delighte d not only with this 
Sum and Conclufion of thy Reafons and Argu- 
ments, but much more alfo with thy very 
Words! fo that at length thofe wicked People. 
who impioufly have reprehended the Govern- 
ment of God, may bl luth and be afhamed of 
their aie Ph. Thou haft read, amoneft the 

Mythologifts, the Story of. the Giants who 
ftormed Heaven; but the Divine Arms, ac- 
cording to their ‘Demerits, repell’d and pu- 
| i nifhed 
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nifhed them: But wilt thou now that we com- 
mit and compare our Reafons together? Per- 
haps by fo doing fome clear Spark of Truth 
may break out. Be Do as it pleafeth thee. 
Ph, No. Body then will doubt but that God is 
Omnipotent. ‘0. No Manin his Senfes doubt- 
eth of that. P*. And that there is nothing 
which he whois Almighty cannot do. Bo. No 
thing furely. .P4. Can God then do Evil? 
Bo. No. P#. Is Evil nothing? fince he can- 
not doit whocandoall things. Bo. Doft thou 
play with me, leading me by thy Reafons into 
an inextricable Labyrinth, which fometimes 
thou entreft where thou goeft out, and fome- 
times thou goeft out where thou entreft? Doft 
thou endeavour then toamutfe me by thy intri- 
‘cate Reafonings, enclofing me in a wonderful 
Circle of Divine Simplicity? For a little be- % 
fore, beginning at Happinefs, thou didft de- 
clare it to be the Sovereign Good, and that it 
did refide in God; then that God himfelf was 
that Good, and the Pulnefs of Happinefs: And 
hence thou didft infer, and give to me as a 
Mark of thy Bounty, that no Body could be 
happy, unlefs he were God. Again thou faidft, 
that the very Form of Good was the Subftance, 
of God and Happinefs; and didft teach that 
that was the only genuine Good which was de- 
fired by all things in Nature. ‘Thou further 
didft argue and demonftrate, that God by his 
Bic cere en . we 
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Goodnefs did govern the World, and that all 
things willingly obeyed him, and that Evil had 
not any Nature and Exiftence which might be 
properly fo called: and thefe things thou didft 
explain by no ftrained or far-fetch’d Reafons, 
but by ftrong and natural Truths, one thing 
fill confirming and verifying another. PA. J 
have not deluded thee, for by the Affiftance of 
God, for which we lately prayed, we have 
run through our chief Work: For fuch is the 
Nature and Form of the Divine Subftance, that 
it neither communicates it felf to foreign things, 
nor receives fuch into its own Nature; but, as 
Parmenides faith of it, 
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God is like to a Sphere which ts every way round, 


He rolleth the moving Glohe of the World, 
whilft himfelf remains immovable; And if I 
have not drawn my Reatons from things with- 
out, but thofe within the Compafs of my Sub- 
ject, wonder not at it 5 for as Plato before hath 
taught us, there ought to be a Confonancy 
and Alliance betwixt the Word and Matter 
which we handle. 


ME- 
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METRUM XIL 


Felix qui potuit Bont 
Fontem vifere lucidum, &c. 


Took happy were that Mortal who 
The lucia Springs of E Hie could view ! 


Cc 


Ah too £00 Pepys werent he be, 

W, Re fe om Earth’s Bonds PiET SMR: f 
Thos ugh thé (#) ' “by eician Poet's Song 

Did m nak e the Woods about him throng ; 
Though the light mes of his Hand 


Dity make the rolli ing Rivers ftand, 


And 


errr Ag asec recnt EINE BE TEE TS EEE CEE IESE TESOL TED LE LL A AACE 


(n) The Threician Poet | was Orpheus the Son of Apollo and Ca- 
liope : he received his Harp either from Apollo or Mercury, and was 
faid to play fo charmi nBlys that che 2 ye dies and Scones moved, 
that the Floods ftopp’d their Courfe when he plaid, and the wild 
Beafts, by the $ Sweetnefs of his Notes, were made more mild 
and tame. He hada Wife named Ewidice, who whilft the fle 
through a oes: is m Arifleus, (who was in love with her, and 
purfued her) was bitten by-a Serpent, anddied. Thefad Acci- 
dent did fo much affeé& Orpheus, chat he wenc to the infernal 
Shades, and ne ththe Sweetnefs of his Notes did fo charm Pluto, 
that he reftored to him his Wife, but upon this condition, that 
he fhould not look upon her cill he did reach the higher Regions 3 
but Orpheus his Love not permicting him to obferve this condition, 
Ewridiee died again, and defcended to the Place which fhe had fo 
lately left. The Moral of this Fable is, that Orpheus, by the Ci- 
qultcy of his Manners, and the Goodnefs of his Temper and Exam- 
ple, did civilize the barbarous People of Trace, 
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And made the Hind fearlefs abide 

Clofe by the Lion’s cruel Side ; 

And made the timerous Hare not fear 
Before.the keener Hound 2? appear ; 

Tet when the warmer Fires of Love 

About his Breaft did briskly move, 

Thofe Numbers which did all things tame 
Could not affwage their Mafter’s Flame. 

He of the Gods above complain d, 

And to the Shades he did defcend : 

There he did firike his tuneful Strings, 
And with his choiceft Art he fings, 

Whilft weeping out whatever he 

Had learned from fair Caliope, 

What Grief could dittate, or what Love, 
All that th’ infernal Powers could move, 
He draws his dolorous Song t? improve, 
Whilft he thofe Dezties. doth implore 

| Hits dead Euridice to reftore, 

The (0) three-jaw'd Porter, grim and fierce, 
Struck with the Glories of bis Verfe, 

Did fiand amazx?d: the Furies who 


Fa th) 


Torment the guilty Souls below, 
Did weep, and Tears down their Cheeks did flow. 


Txion 


(0) The three-jaw'd Porter.| Cerberus, a Dog feigned by 
the Poets to have three Heads, and to keep the Gates of 
Hell, ) 
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(p) Ixion xow no more did reel 
Under the Motion of his Wheel, 
Whilft thirfty (q) Tantalus did fouz 
The River which did by him run: 
And the (r) chari’d Vulture now no more 
The growing Liver did devour. 
At length the tnfernal Fudg cryd out, 
We are o’rcome ; he now hath bought, 
At the Expence of Verfe, his Wife, 
Therefore {be {hall return to Life: 
Tet 





(p.) Ixion.) He was Father of che Centaurs; he flew his Father- 
in-law: Fupiter cook him up into Heaven, where he would have 
ravifhed F410; which being known to Fupiter, he put a Cloud in 
the Place of Fuso, in her Shape, of which che Centaurs were be- 
gotten: and being thrown down to the Earth again, for boafting 
that he “had Jain with Funo, Fupitercaft him into Hell, where he 
was faftned to.a Wheel, with which he was turned about conti- 
nually. 
¢ Volvitur Ixion, C fe fequiturg; fugitg. Ovid. Metam, 

(4) Tantalas.| He was the Son of Fupiter and Plota the Nymph, 
and Grandfather to Agamemnon and Menelaus. He once entertain- 
ing the Gods, to makea Trial of their Power, did drefs and ferve 
upto the Feaft his Son Pelops; which Fa@ was fo abhorred by the 
Gods, thacfor his Panifhment he was fer in Water up to the 
Chin, and Apples touched his Mouth, yet he had not Power to 
ftoop to quench his Thirft, nor to take thofe Apples to fatisfy his 
Hunger. PVE AW RAY 7077 
) The charm'd Vulture. Tityus was a Giant. When Fupiter 
had lain with his Mother Elara, for fear of Funa he put her into a 
Cave till fhe was delivered of her Son Tityus 5 but when he was at 
Age, Juno, to revenge her felf, perfwaded him to ravith Latona; 
which he accempting, Fupiter {truck him dead with a Thunder- 
bolt, and fert him to Hell, where a Vultur feeds upon his Liver, 


which groweth with the Moon. 


Yet this Injunction I will lay 
Sak him, whilft he’s on his way, 
hat he his Eyes {ban’t backward caft 
Till the infernal Bounds are paft. 
Bat who, alas! can give a Lam 
Which Lovers and their God {hall awe ? 
Since Love to its own Law’s confiw'd, 
Which doth its Maker firmly bind : 
For having left the Realm of Night, 
And almoft reach’d the Land of Light; 
Orpheus himfelf did turn to fee 
His too much-lov’d Euridice, ‘ 
Loft by his fatal Curiofity. 
ap E able rite ‘you : 
Whofe Minds the Sovereign Good would view 5 
For he who all his Thoughts doth throw, 
And fix on things terrene and low, 
The Noble Good muft [urely leave, 
Which from above he did receive. 


hy 





The End of the Third Book. 
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a ANICIUS MANLIUS SEVERINUS 
BOETIUS, 


O Berrie 


Contlolation of Philofophy. 





a EC RS ES TI OE LE ES 


BOOK the Fourth: 


The ARGUMENT. 


| Philofophy teacheth Boetius, who wondered why 

| evil things happen to the good, and good things 
to evil. Men, that the good are powerful, and 
the other impotent ;, that Rewards. are ap- 
pointed for thofe, and Punifbments for them; 
that impious Men are more miferable, if they 
do Injuries and. remain unpunifbed. Af- 
terwards {be defines what Providence is, and 
what Fate. Then fhe demonftrates, that 
all Fortune, whether profperous or adverfe; 


és goon, 
PRO: 
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Cd 


RR SE OEE SIT IS 





PROSA Tf, 
“™ J Hen Philofophy, preferving the Dig- 
N X nity and the Gravity of her Coun- 
* ™ tenance, had jin foft and fweet 
Strains fung thefe things, I not having wl holly 
forgot my Grief, and “the Di iftemper of my 
Mind remaining, did thus interrupt her, ‘bei ing 
now ready to have continued her Difcourfe 
Thofe things, O thou Fore-runner and Giver of 
the erue Light ! which thou haft hitherto deli- 
rered, are ev idently clear and unanfwerable, 
as well from that Divine Teftimony which 
they bear ie out them, as from thy irrefragable 
Reafons: and although I had forgotten them, 
through the I >revalency of Grief for the many 
Injuries which I have endured, yet, as thc ou 
haft faid, I was not wholl ly ignorant of then 
Bue this one ‘thi ing, I muft own, is the pir 


Caufe of my Borrow , to wit, that whilft 
there is one good Ruler of all things, there 


ee 5 


fhould be a Evil at all, or at the leaft, that 
it fhould pafs unpunifhed. And how worthy 
this ‘ of f Ada miration thou maytit confider. To 
this alfo another grea ater Mifchief is adjoined : 

For whilt impiety oth bear Command and 
flourifh, Vertue doth not only want its Re- 
ward; but is a aif tra ampled upon by ee 

Me 
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Men, and begrs the Punifhmient due to its Ene- 
‘my. No Man therefore can enough wonder 
and complain that Affairs fhould move fo un- 
der the Governatice of a God all-knowing, al- 
mighty, and willing nothing but what ts the 
beft. And it would indeed; returned fhe, be 
a thing not only of infinite Wonder, but alfo 
horribly monftrous, ifin the well-regulated Fa- 
mily of fo great a Mafter, the worthlefs Vef- 
fels, as thou imagineft, fhould be honoured, 
and the more pretious ones be defpifed: But 
thou art miftaken, it is not truly fo: For if 
thefe Conclufions whichI have drawn bea lit- 
tle referved entire, thou fhalt well know by 
the Authority of God, of whofe Reign and 
Government I now {fpeak, that the Good are 
always powerful and mighty, the evil Men 
ever Caft-aways and weak; that Vice never 
paffeth without its Punifhment, nor Vertue 
without its Rewards ; that Happinefs always 
attends good Men, and Misfortunes the wick- 
ed: Thefe and many other things of this kind 
{hall be proved to thee, which may put an end 
to thy Complaints, and ftrengthen thee with 
all Firmnefs and Solidity. _ And becaufe I have 
lately {hewn to thee, with a full Face, the Fi- 
eure of true Happinefs, and alfo in what it is 
placed, and all things being run through which 
I think neceflary to be premifed, 3 {hall now 
chalk out to thee that dire& way which will 

oo dead 
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lead thee again tothy own Habftation.« : I will 
alfo affix Wings tothy Mind, by which it may 
raife it felf on high,that foall Trouble being done 
away, and alhObftacles remov’d, thou mayft by 
my Direction, by my Way,by my Conveniences 
of travelling, return fafe into chy own Country: 


METRUML. 


Sunt etenim penne volucres mihi 
3uz celfa confcendant Poli, &c. 


For Ihave nimble Wings which can 
Lvanfcend the Polar Height ; 
Which when the fwifter Mind puts on, 
She from the hated Earth doth take her Flight + 
Above the(a) Globe of Awr doth go,. 
And leaves the Clouds below. 
Above that Region fhe doth fly, 
In which (6) perpetual Flames appear, 

(Which gently warm the Sky) 
Causd by the Motion of the rolling Spheres 

| M | And 


. (4) The Globe of Av.\ The Air is defined by its own Bounds; and 
becaufe it is fo diffufed that it farrounds the Globe of Earth on all 
irs Parts, it is called by our Philofopher Aeris Globus. 7 

(b) Perpetual Flames.) Here, it is fappofed, is meant no other 
thing than-that pare of the ther whichis called by Cicero, in his 
Book de Nat. Deor. Ardor ultimus, eftq; tenuis, ac perlucens, & aqua- 
bili calore {uffuus : where the Vertex or cop of the Aiiber being coa- 
fidered, the Mind being carried higher, doth contemplate firft the 
Planets which are placed below the Sup, as Venus, Mercury, and 
the Yoon; then the Sunirfelf, chen thofe which move in Orbs 
higher than the Sun, as Satarn, Jupiter and Mars 5 thea the Fixed 
Stars; and then God himfelf; 
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And till foe reach thofe Spheres, {be doth not ftay, 
Which Stars adornbut with the Sun’ s will join her 
Or elfe along by (c) aged Saturn’s fide, (way. 
Or as a (d) Souldier with ftern Mars fhe'll ride : 
Through every Sphere foe runs, where Night 
Moft cloudlefs is, and bright. 
And when this (patious Courfe- run, 
She to the outmoft Sphere doth come, 
And doth its Limits pafs, 
And then the Convex back {hell prefs 
Of the fwift A:ther, then foell be | 
Prepar'dth’ (e) Empyrean Source of Light to fee. 
Flere the Great King his mighty Scepter bears, 
And holds the Reins of th? Univerfe : 
Here the great Fudg in fhining Robes doth fland, 
And firm his moving Chariot doth command. 
If wandring long, at length thou fhalt arrive 
At this bles’ Place, thou then wilt foon anes 
| The 





(¢) Saturnus.| He is here called Gelidus Sentx,che cold old Man : 

.Smex, becaufe the Poets feigned him to be the moft antient of the 

Gods, and becaufe his Motion is flow, like that of an old Man. 

” He is faid alfo to be gelidus, becaufe he being the higheft of all 

“s flaners doth give the leaft Heat and Refrefhment to the 
rth. : 

(4) A Souldier.| Miles Corufti Sideris, The Mind then con- 
templates Mzrs, another Planet below Satsrn and above the Sun, 
and ishere called his Souldier, becaufe Mars was.oy the. Antients 
called the God of War; and thofe who accompanied him were 
called his Souldiers. He is called Coru{cum Sidus, the bright or 

- fhining Star, because he fhines more bright than Saturn. . 
(¢) Empyrean,| This is the Celum Empyraum five Beatorum, the 
~ higheft Heaven, where is fuppofed to be the Preferce of God, 
Angels, and of bleffed Spirits departed. 
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Lhe Country which thou long haft left, ».and fay, 
From hence I fprung, and here Pll gladly ftay. 

If looking then beneath the Realms of Light, 
Lhou once again wouldft viewEarth’s difimal Night, 
Thou'lt fee thofe Tyrants whom the People dread, 
Far from thofe fhining Borders banifbed. 


PROS A IL. 


Boet. Wonderful! thou promifeft great 
| () things indeed! nor do I doubt but 
thou canft perform them: therefore I intreat 
thee, without delay, to fatisfy my Expectati- 
on. Pé&. Firft then thou fhalt know that ver- 
tuous Men are always armed with Power, 
and that the wicked are always deftitute of 
Strength; and thefe Affertions do mutually de- 
monftrate each other: For fince Good and E- 
vil are contrary, if Good be powerful, Evil 
muft be weak and frail; and if: thou -knoweft 
the Frailnefs of Evil, the Firmnefs of Good 
muft alfo be known to thee. But that the 
~ Credit and Truth of my Opinion may appear 
more abundantly, I will proceed in both ways, 
confirming what is propofed now on this, now 
onthat part. ‘There aretwo Poles upon which 
. all humane A€tions do turn, that is to fay, the 
Will and Power ; if either of thefe be abfent, 
nothing canbe done; For the Will being want- 

M...2 Ing, 
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“hy 
/ 
ce , entein de es oa Of ot 
ing, no Man attempts todo that a ich 
Co 


i h he wall 
not do; and if Power faileth, the Willis of. no 
Esect.. Hence itis, cae if thou (eet any Man 


defirous to obtain that which he ss not com-~ 
pafs, thou needit not doubr but he wanted the 

Power of obtaining foe wh i he would 
have. Bo. That’s clear, nor-can it be denied. 
Ph. Whom then thou feeft do that which he 
had a mind to do, canit, thou doubt that he had 


if 


a Power to do it? ‘Bo. No fhiroly. Ph. And 
in that-a Manis able todo a thing, Menefteem 
him mighty ; and in et Hea is not abl le, he is 
looked upon as weak., bo: 1 contefs it. Ph. Dott 
thou remember then that a was collected from 
former Reatons ; that every Intention of Man’s 
Vill, Bieta actuated by different Studies, 
doth ie {ten towards Happin oe es Tiers 
OF well that 1 ah at was fi: onft rated. Ph, Cantt 
i0u call to mind chat it hath Bitlis th ewed, tha 


Ha ppinefs is ie Sovereign Good, and that when 
Happinels is fought tor, Good is defired ofvall? 
Bo, I ne ed not call it to mind, Cacntey it 1s.al- 
ways fixed in ay ene Pb. All Men 
then, aoe S00C Se 5. the bad, with one 
and the fame een ion, endeavour to arrive at 


Sood. Bo. It ER follows, Ph. And it 
certain when Men have obtained Goad, they. 
aremade good. Bo. Itis mo: it certa in. Ph. Do 
good Men. obtain then what. they defire? 
Bo, Ititeems fo. Ph. But if fag Men obtain 
the 
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the Good which they defire, they may not 
{til be evil? Bo. So it is. Ph, Since therefore 
then both Stel ies are in queft of Good, but 

thefe only ob n it and the other lofe it, it is 
not at all'to be ‘doubt ed b but that good Menare 
aad ful, at ave the wicked werk and feeble. 
Bo. \ Vhoever ¢ doubts ot “thi is, does neiths ih estiak 

Bala ite the Na 
the Confequ lences Of Reifel xing, Ph D. Moat 
if there be two, who, acco ording to Nature, 
propofe to themie (elves: the fame thing, and 
one of them acts natur hig 7, an fc pe at 


ai 
ia 
WO 


= 


y) 

natural Ome, bat tan riesinoat him by snechies 
Method than what is agreeable to Nature, 
who did path h his. Pur pote, yet this Man 
doth not ee | his End ; which of thefe doft 
thou judg to be moft powerful? Bo. Although 
T guefs at what thou fayit, yet I defire thou 
wouldft further explain thy felf Ps. Thou 
wilt not deny but the Motion of Walking is 
naturalto Men’ Bo. No, I cannot. Ph. And 
thou doubteft not, but to perform this Motion 
the natural Office of the Feet? Bo. Nor will 

I deny it.’ Ph. If then he who is able to ufe 
his Feet walks, and if another to whom. this 
natural Office of the Feet is wanting, creeping 
upon his Hands, doth endeavour to walk, which: 
of thefe, by right, ought to be efteemed more 
able? Bo. Proceed with what remains ; ;- for no 
M 3 one 
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el one doubteth but he who is able to move natu- 
| rally upon his Feet, is more powerful than he 
who cannot. Ph, But the Sovereign Good; 
which even the Vertuous and Impious propofe 
to themfelves as their End, by the one Party is 
fought by the natural means of Vertue, whilft 
the other endeavours after it by various and dif- 
fering Defires of earthly things, which is not 
the natural way of obtaining it; doft thou 
think otherwife ? Bo. No; for the Confequence 
is plain, and it appears out of that which before 

I granted, which was, that the Good were en- 
dowed with Power and Might, and that the 
evil Men were deftitute of it.” Ph. Thou doft 
rightly run before me; and it ts a good Sign, 
as Phyficians obferve, when Nature exerts her 
felf, and refifts the Malady. But becaufe I 
perceive thou art quick of Apprehenfion, and 
ready ‘to underftand, I {hall continue to thee 
my Reafons: Behold then how plainly the In- 
firmity and Weaknefs of vitious Men lies open, 
who cannot even attain tothat to which their 
natural Intention leads them, and-which it al- 
moft compels them to feek. And what doft 
thou think would become of thefe Men, if 

’ they were deferted by this almoft unconquera- 
ble Bent and Help of Nature, which always 
goes before them? Confider with thy felf how 
great the Impotence of wicked Men is: Nor 
are they flight and empty things to which they 
a a{pire, 
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afpire, and which they have not Power to ob- 
tain: But they attempt the chief and higheft of 
all things, and there they fail; nor can bring 
that to effect after which they by Day and 
Night endeavour; and in’ the obtaining of 
which the Might of the Vertuous is eminent. 
For'as thou mayft deem him a good Walker, 
who hath been able to go fo far on his Feer, 
that no way doth lie beyond the Place at which 
he is arrived; fo muit thou neceflarily judg 
him to be moft mighty, who hath attained that 
thing beyond which nothing is tobe defired. 
True then it is, that wicked Men are wholly 
deftitute of thofe Powers which the Good am-= 
ply poflefs: For why do they leave Vertue and 
purfue Vice? Is it becaufe they know not 
Good ? But what is more weak and bafe than 
the Blindnefs of Ignorance? or are they per- 
haps acquainted with the way which they 
ought to follow? But Luft, or fome inordinate 
Defires do lead them afide ; fo doth alfo Intem- 
perance te weak Natures, which cannot refift 
Vice. But do they knowingly and willingly 
defert Good, and. turn to Evil? But this way 
they do not only ceafe to be mighty, but alfo 
even to be. For thofe who neglect the com- . 
mon End of all Beings, doalfo leave off to be. 
“Which thing perhaps to fome may feem won- 
derful, that the Vitious, who. make up the 
amoft numerous Part of Mankind, fhould not 

PNA be 
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be Men; but it is moft truly fo. And thus it 
is. I do not deny but that the Wicked are 
wicked ; but that they have any Being, pure- 
ly and fimply, I deny: For asthou mayft call 
a Carcafe a dead Man, but fimply thou canft 
not call ita Man; fo willl grant that the Viti- 
- pus are vitious Men, but abfolutely that they 
exift I cannot confefs. That thing isor hatha 
Being which obferveth its Order, and retains its 
Nature ; but that which faileth in this, deferteth 
its natural Being. But thou mayit fay, that 
éven the Wicked have a Power toa@: Nor 
willI-deny it; but this thew Power 1s not de- 
rived from Strength but Weaknefs. They can 
do Evil, ’tis true, but they could not ‘do that if 
they perfevered in doing Good ; which Poffi- 
bility doth clearly demonftrate that they can 
& nothing ; For if, as we have before gathers’ - 
ed, Evil benothing, it is clear that whilft fla- 
gitious Men can only do ill, they can do no- 
thing. _Andthat thou mayft underftand what 
is the Bent. and Force of this Power, we have 
before determined that nothing is more power- 
fal than the Sovereign Good. Bo. That’s true, 
Pb,-And that Sovereign Good can do no ill. 
Bo. It candonone. Ph, Is there then any one 
who thinks that Mencan doall things? Bo. No 
Man furely. who is not mad. Ph. But they 
may do Eval... Bo. I wilh they could not. 
Ph. Then fince he who can only do'Good, can 

do 
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do allthings, and thofe who are powerful to do 
Evil cannot doall things, it is moft evident that 
thofe who do Hvilare lefs powerful. And yet 
it further affi{ts me towards: the proving of 
what I have {hewed, that aJl Power is to be 
reckoned amongft things to be defired; and 
that. all things are to be referr’d to the chief 
Good, as the Height and Eminency-of their 
Nature: But the Power of committing Wick- 
ednefs cannot be referred to. that Good ; there- 
fore it is not defirable : but all Power is defira- 
ble. It 1s therefore clear that the Power of do- 
ing Evil is not Power. Upon the whole Mat- 
ter, from hence the Power of good Men, and 
the undoubted Weaknefs. of evil Men. may 
well appear. Hence alfo is the Opinion of 
Plato verified, ‘That only wife Men can at- 
tain to that which they defire, whilft the 
Wicked, let them endeavour what they will, 
can never accomplifh what they defire to them- 
felves, that is, to aimoat Happintfs’; for they 
do what they hit, whilft by thofe A@tions in 
which they delight, they think they fhall ob- 
tain the Good which they defire; but they can 
never be Poffeflors of it, for Impiety can never 
be crown’d with Happinefs. 


ME- 
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METRUM II. 


Quos vides federe celfos 
Solii Culmine Reges, &c. 


Who the vain Coverings could withdraw 
Of Princes cloth’d in Purple, who 
Surrounded with their Guards do go; 
And from their powerful Thrones give Law: 
Whofe frerner Looks fierce Threatnings wear, 
Whofe boiling Breafts doth Fury breath, 
Shall find thofe mighty Men beneath 
Their Robes, do heavy Fetters bear. 
For Luft on this {ide doth infule 
Her “hee on we other seh 
Blows up and fets the Mind on Fire, 
Or Grief or Hope doth it amufe. 
Since then [o many Tyrants have 
‘Over one fingle Head the Sway, 
His Aions can’t his Will obey, 
Who to fo many ts a Slave, 





PROSA Il. 


Phil. OST thou fee then in what.a Pud- 
dle of Filth Impiety doth wallow, 

and with what Rays of Light Goodnefs doth 
fhine out ? By which it is clear, that good Men 
never 
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never go without a Reward, and evil Men 
without Punifhment; for that which caufes 
any thing to be undertaken and done, may juft- 
ly be faid to be the Reward of that thing 
which is done ; asthe Crown which is won 1s 
the Reward .of him whoruns in the Race for 
it, But we have already fhewn that Happi- 
nefs is that Good for which all Matters are un- 
dertaken. Therefore Happinefs is the Reward. 
propos’d to all humane ACtions; and of this 
the Vertuous can by no means be deprived, nor 
can any Man by right be called Good who 
wanteth Goodnefs ; therefore Vertue can never 
want its Reward. But however evil Men ma 

be unquiet or rage, yet the-Crown fhall never 
fall from the Head of the wife Man, nor wi- 
ther upon it. Norcanthe Impiety of another 
Man bereave a worthy Soul of its Honour: 
But if a°Man be carried away by the Enjoy- 
ment of any foreign Good, he may be deprived 
even of this, either by him who gave it to him, 
or by any other. But becaufe every Man’s 
proper Good procureth to him his Reward, 
whofoever ceafeth to be good lofeth that Re- 
ward. Laftly, fincea Reward is defired, be- 
caufe it is fuppofed to bea Good, who will judg 
him who is capable of Good to be uncapable of 
a Reward? But thou wilt fay, of what Re- 
ward is he’ worthy ? Of the iret certainly, 
and moft confiderable.. Call to mind that re- 
" ere markable 
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markable Corollary, which a little before ga- 
thered, I gave to thee, and confider thus: 
Since the Sovereign Good is Happinefs, it aps 
pears that all good Men, in that they are good, 
become happy ; and thofe who are good, : are as 
it-were Gods. Therefore is the Reward of 
vertuous Men fuch, that no time fhall impait 
it, no Power diminifh it, nor any Impiety 
darken it. Siace thefe things then are thus, a 
wife Man cannot at all doubt of the Punifh 
ment which infeparably attends wicked Men: 
For fince Good and Evil are Contraries, fo are 
Rewards and Punifhments : therefore as we fee 
that Rewards follow good Actions, there muft 
neceflarily alfo, on the other hand, be the Pu- 
nifhment for Evil., ‘Then as Vertue it felf is a 
Reward to vertuous Men, fo Vice-is a Punifh- 
ment to the Wicked: whoever then is punifhed 
with Pain and Uneafinefs, it is not to be doubt- 
ed isaflected with Evil. If therefore they will 
rightly weigh themfelves, can they teem to be 
free from Punifhments,: whom Wickednefs, the 
moft extreme Evil, doth not only affect, but 
even vehemently infect? But now behold, on 
the other hand, what Punifhment attends evil 
Doers ; for thou haft learnt a little before, that 
every Being is one, and that that one is Good. 
Hence it follows, that every thing which is, 
or hatha Being, feems to be good : Whatdfo- 
ever then fails to be good, fails to be: So that 

it 
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it appears that evil Men ceafe to be what they 
were; but the remaining Form of the Body 
fhews that thefe evil Men ‘were before how- 
ever Men; wherefore when they Jofe their 
Vertue, they alfo lofe ther humane Nature. 
But fince only Vertue can carry Men above the 
common Pitch of Humanity, itis fure that thofe 
whom Vice hath depofed from the common 
Condition of Mankind, it mutt alfo throw be- 
low the Merit of Men. .Then it happens that 
you cannot efteem him tobe a Man, whom you 
fee thus transform’d by his Vices. Doth the 
violent Oppreflor, and the Ravifher of other 
Mens.Goods, burn with Avarice? Thou mayft 
fay that he refemblesthe Wolf. Is he fierce ; 
and doth he give himfelf over to Controverfies 
and Chiding? Thou mayft compare him to the 
Dog. Ichetreacherous, and one who delights 
to deceive ? He is then like the young Foxes. 
Is he intemperate in his Anger? He feems to 
carry about with him the Pury of the Lion. 
Is he timorous and fearful of what ought not to 
be fear’d? He is like the Hart. Is he light, 
and doth he inconftantly change his Purpotes ? 
He differs nothing from the Birds of the Air. 
Doth he wallow in filthy and unclean Lufts? 


Herolls himfelf in the Mire like the nafty Sow. ° 


So that whofoever leaves off to be vertuous, 

ceafesto be a Man; and fince he cannot attainto 

a Divine Nature, he isturn’d into a Beaft. 
M E- 
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METRUM IIL. 


Vela Neritii Ducis, 
Et vagas pelago rates 
Eurus appulit Infule, &c. 


Whilst he on unknown Seas did widely rove, 
The eaftern Winds at length to that Ifle drove 
The wife (f) Neritian Captain's wandring Sail, 
Where (¢) Circe Daughter of the Sun doth se ; 
| W here, 





Cf) Neritian Captain.\ Ulyffes, he was the Son of Laertes and 
Anticlea, an eloquent and wife Captain of the Grecians, who, af- 
ter the Siege of Troy was ended, was driven into many Dangers at 
Sea, during the Time of ten Years, before he could arrive at Ithaca, 
of which Ifland he was King, as alfo of Dalichiam, both in the 
Zonian Sea: 

“Avdicg. uot evveoe sow meAU'TegTOy, OF EkLAce TAAL 

TladyxSuy ever Teging igegy wloaleSeov emert. 

Hemer. lib. 1. Odyf 

Ithaca is fieuated betwixt Zepbalonia tothe Weft, and the Echina- 
des to the Eaft, which Iflands are now called by the Italians Le 
Curzolari, and by the French Les Curfolaives. The modern Name 
of Ithacaisnow, by the Iealians, Valle di Compare, and its Circuit 
is not of above twenty Miles.. Dalichinm is one of. che Echinades 
Iflands, ic is very fmall, and is rather to be called a Rock, and 
lies betwixt the Coaft of Aitolia and Zephalonia. It istow by the 
Iralians called Dolichio. He is here called the Neritian Captain, 
from the Mountain Neritus, which is a Mountain in Ithaca, with 
which Title he wentto the Trojan War. 

g) Circe.| She is faid to have been the Daughter of the San 
and of Perféa Nymph, and to have been very skilful in Magick 
and Sorcery ;' She was married to the King of the Sarmatians, and 
having poifoned her Husband, fhe fled: to Italy, and inhabited a 
Meuncain there, where fhe led a vitious Life, and entertained ber 

Guefts 
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Where, with enchanted Draughts, fhe entertains 
Her new-come Guefts,> binds them with her Chains. 
Whilft into various Forms her Magick Hand 
Doth turn thofe Men,and doth all Herbs commana ; 
Oxe the Refemblance of a Boar doth bear, 

He the (h) Marmarick Lion’s Paw doth rear § 
And like the Wolf another doth appear, 
Who, when he would with Tears his Fate lament, 
Doth clothe in dreadful Howlings his Complaint : 
The Indian Tyger’s Looks another (bows, 

And round the Palace mild and calmly goes : 


But 





Guefts with all forts of Debaucheries 5. therefore fhe is fabled te 
have curned Meninto Wolves, Tigers, and other forts of Beafts. 
——..- Actipimus facra data pocula dextra, 

Que (nul arenti fitientes haufimus ore, 

Et tetigit virga fummos Dea dira capillos, 

Et pudet, && veferam, fetis borrefcere carpi 5 

Nec jam poffe queris pro verbs edere rancum 

Marnur, c in terram toto procambere vutte, 

Ofque menim fenG pando occalle(cere roftro ; 

Colla tumere toris to qua modo pocula parte 
| Sumpta mibi fuerant, ila veftigia feci. 

Ovid. Metam, I. 14. 


(b) Marmarick.| Marmarica is a Country of Africa, lying 
towards Egypt, where the greateft and ftrongeft Lions are 
found, as India is the Place where the fierceft Tigers are. 

Mille Lupi, miftique Lupis Urfique Leeque, 

Occurfu fecére metum: fed nulla timenda, 

Nallaque erat noftro fatiura te corpore vulnus 5 
Qainetiam blandas movere per aera caudas, 

Noftraque adulantes comitant veltigia, .donse 

Excipiant Famule, Ovid, Metam. lib, 14, vet. ado. 
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But the (4) Arcadian God when he had found 
His lov'd Alay arse in thefe Fetters bound, 
Releas'd hiv foon from “ll thefe poifonore Harms 
Which he deriv’d fj jrom the Circean C harms. 

Yet had the Mariners jufl now drunk a-cheer, 
And into Swine foon metancorphos a were: 
They deeply taf ted of th infected Bowl. 

Dran k with their. Fate, ite: t they madly roll 
And now th ey | change RES vornted humane Fond, 
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iat God. } Our Philofopher. ftiles Mercury, Numen 
Avcaas alit Nunen. becaufe he ae feigne d to be. the Son of 
Apalioand Maia; and alfo the God of Eloquence... Ales, becanfe 
he was f2 igned to have Wings mie his Head and Fe et, becaufe 
Rloguethis over which he was faid to prefide, takes its Courfe 
{wiftly through che Air, and diffafech it 4 through che World: 
"Ca » becanie he was born in Arcadia, . Hence Virgil. Abs 





f2 


Vobis iy Mercurius vater eft, quem candida Maia 
Cyilenes velide 9 conceptum vertice fugit, 
Mercury was faid to have given an Herb ro U ffs after he had run 
through fo many Hazards, and been rofs’d upon fo many Seas; | bY 
the e Hel p of which he was free: shih ym the Charms of iCirce, 
Pacifer buic dederat flovem Cyllenins album, 
Moly vocant Supers 5 “i java radice tenetur. 
Tutus eo, monitifgue fimul coelef Ribus us, intrat 
Tile domum Circes, © adi buftdliofa vocatus 
Pocula, conantem virga mulcere capillos 
Reppulit, oo (lructo pavidan deterruit enfe. 
Ovid, Metam, lib. 14 
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But O! too weak are Circe’s Force and Hand, 
| Againft whofe Power Vertue can bravely ftand. 
She in her Fortrefs plac’d, defpifeth all 
The ftrong Efforts of both, Vice doth enthral 
Mens ftrongeft Powers ; and where it entrance finds; 


(The Body fafe) it wounds the ftrongeft Minds: 





PROS 4 IV: 
Beet. Y Confefs that vitious Men are not ut- 
| juitly called Beafts, for although they 
retain the Form and Shapes of an humane Bo- 
dy, yet the Qualities of their Souls fhew them 
to be changed into them. But I would not 
have it in the Power of thofe vitious Per- 
fons, who even rage with a Defire of deftroy- 
ing juft Men, todo fo. P/; Nor is it in their 
Power, as fhall be fhewed in a convenient 
Place; but if this Power which People think ill 
Men to have, were taketi away from them, 
they would be eafed of the greateft part of 
their Punifhment: For it would almott feem 
incredible to any one, and it is yet true, that 
evil Men muft neceflarily be more unhappy 
when they have compafied what they detire, 
‘than: when they cannot do fo: For if it bea 
‘iniferable thing but to havea Will to doanill 
‘thing, it muft be mitch worfe to have a Power 
hto do it; without which the wretched. Defire 
y Saat 
: ™ WOME 


| 
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would -languifh without effect. Since then 
each of thefe things hath its Unhappinefs, it 
muft of neceffity be, that a threefold Misfor- 
tune muft urge thofe Men who both will, can, 
and do commit Wickednefs. Bo. I grant it, 
but I fhould much defire that evil Men were 
foon depriv’d of this Misfortune, I mean of the 
Power of doing ill: Ph. They fhall be dif- 
poil’d of it fooner than perhaps thou wouldift 
have them, or than they think they fhall : Por 
there is nothing of fo late a Beginning within 
the narrow. Bounds of this Life, that can conti- 
nue long, or expect Immutability ; and the 
great Hopes and fubtle Machinations of ill Men 
are by a fudden and unforefeen End ruinated 
and deftroyed; which thing puts an End to 
their Wickedinnefs, . For if Vice fubjeéts Men 
to Mifery, the longer they are vitious, the 
longer they muft be miferable ; whom 1 fhould 
jude the moft. unhappy of all Beings, if their 
Unhappinefs were not ended at leaft by Death; 
For if T have made a true Conclufion concern- 
ing the Misfortune which attends Impiety, that 
Mifery mutt be without end which.certainly is 
Eternal. Bo. This is a moft wonderful Con- 
fequence, and difficult. to be granted; yetd 
muft acknowledge it doth but too much agree 
with thofe things which we have concluded 
before, Ph. Thou doft\rightly judg: but he 
who thinks it hard to.affent to a Conclufion, it 

iS 
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is fit he fhould demonftrate. that the Premifes 
are untrue, or that from the Collation of the 
Propofitions: a neceffary Conclufion is not td be 
drawn; otherwife if the Premifes be’ granted, 
he hath io Reafon to blame the Inference from 
them: for this which Iam now about to fay 
will not feem lefs wonderful, but it neceffarily 
follows from what hath been before propofed. 
Bo. What is that? -P/. That wicked. Men are 
more happy when they are punifhed according 
to their Demerits, than if they fhould elcape 
the Hand of Juftice. Nor do I now offer to 
thee that which every Mancan think, that the 
Manners of ill Men are corrected by Venge- 
ance, and that by fear of Torment they are re- 
duced to the right way, and that they are Ex- 
amples to other Men to fly from things which 
are blame worthy : but J, after another manner, 
believe thefe Wretches if they efcape Punifh- 
mént to be unhappy, although no Regard be 
had to the Corre¢tion and Example, Ro. And 
what other manner is there befides thofe above- 
mentioned? P/) Have we not granted alrea- 
dy that the Good are happy, and t a Impious 
miferable? Bo. We have. Ph. If then there 
beany Addition of Good to any Man’s Mifery, 
is not he happier than another, whofe “Mifery 
is pureand fimple, without the m ixture of any 
manner of Good?) Bo. It feemeth fo, to be. 
_ Pk, Aid if to the fare miferable Perfor, -v hc 
N 2 wants 
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wants all manner of Goods to thofe Evils which 
have already made him miferable, another 
fhould be annexed, is not he to be efteemed 
much more unhappy than he whofe Misfortune 
is relieved by the participation of Good? 
Bo. What will follow then? Ph, Evil Men 
then, even when they are punifhed, have 
fomething of Good annexed, to wit, the Pu- 
nifhment it felf, which, as it isthe EffeQ of 
Juftice, is good: And there is alfo annexed to 
the fame Perfons, when they go unpunifhed, 
fomething more of Ill, that is to fay, Impunity 
it felf, which before thou haft defervedly 
granted to be an Evil. . Bo, I cannot deny 
it. Ph. Much more unhappy then are impi- 
ous Wretches when they meet with an 
unjuft _Impunity, than when they fall un- 
der a merited Vengeance. But. it is manifeft, 
that nothing can be more juft than that evil 
Men fhould be punifhed, and unjuft than that 
they fhould efcape Punifhment. Bo. Who de- 
mies it? = Ph. Nor will any Man deny but that 
every thing which is juft, is good ; and on the 
other hand, whatfoever is unjutt, is ill. Bo. Thefe 
are confequential to our former Conclufions : 
But I pray thee tell me, doft thou believe that 
there are any Punifhments allotted to Souls af. 
ter the Death of the Bodies? Ph. Great ones 
moft certainly ; fome of which I believe tobe 
exercifed and applied by Sharpnefs of Pain, 

: others 


B.4. Confolation of Philofophy. 181 


others by a kind of (4) Purga- 
tive Clemency: But we will 
not at this time difcourfe of thefe. But our 
Bufinefs hitherto hath been, to let thee fee that 
the Power which thou didit imagine to be moft 
unworthily beftowed upon evil Men, is indeed 
none at all: And alfo that thou mightft be fa- 
tisfied that evil Men, who. asthou did{t com- 
plain went unpunifhed, do never indeed efcape 
Punifhment : And alfo that thou mightft learn 
that that Licence of doing Evil, which thou 
prayed{t might foon end, is not long ; and that 
the Enjoyers would be more unhappy if it were 

Ne longer, 


Purgatoria Clementi. 





(k) Pargative Clemency. \ Here (faith Vallinus) Boetins acknow- 
fedgeth not only asa Chriftian, buc as a Catholick one alfo, thar 
fome evil Men are condemned.co eternal Punifhments; and others, 
by long Pains and Torments for their Sins, are cleanfed and 
purged by-Fire. The French Commentator, the Sieur Cally, the 
Royal Profeflor of Eloquence and of Philofophy in the Univerfiry 
of Caenin Normandy, and Principal of the College of the Arts there, 
faith, chat Philofophy would here perhaps exprefs the Opinion of 
the Platonifts, or of the Pythagoreans, which was, that fome 
Souls, whofe Impieties had been fo great thar they’ could not be 
effaced by any Purgations, were condemned to eternal Punifh- 
ments; and chat others, whofe Crimes were not fo great, did 
either enjoy the eternal Pleafures of Ely/um without any Purgati- 
on, or being partly purged, were tranfmuted and put into the Boe 
dies of Beafts. 

Ergo exercentur penis; veterumque malorum 
Supplicia expendunt : ali panauntur anes 
Sufpenfe ad ventos : aliis {ub gargite valto 
Tnfictian eluitur foelus, ant exurptur igni: 
Quifque feos patimny manes : Exincde per amplim 

: Mittimur Elyfiam, & panct leta arva tenemus. 
ye Virg. lib, & Aineid, 
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longer, and-moft wretched of all if it were, 
perpetual. After this I fhewed that ill Men 
are more unhappy if they be difmifs’d withan 
unyuft Impunity, than if punifh’d with a juft 
Revenge. From which Opinion it follows, 
that then they are urg’d and affli€ted with the 
greate(t Punifhments when they. are believed 
to efcape free. Bo, When I confider intently 
thy Reafons, Ithink nothing can be faid more 
truly. But if we look upon the Judgments of 
Men, who is there to whom thefe things feem 
not only not to be believed, but alfo not to be 
heard? Pk. So it is indeed: ‘for they who 
have long been accuftomed to Darknefs can- 
not litt up their Eyes tothe Light of perfpi- 
cuous ‘Truth without difficulty ; and they rex 
femble thofe Birds which fee well by Night, 
but are blind in the Day-time: For whilft they 
“do not regard the Order. of things, ‘but only 
“their own difordered AffeGtions, they vainly 
imaginethe Power of doing Evil, or Impunity 
altcr it is acted, to bean Happinefs. But now, 
behold-what the Law Eternal delivereth |. Con- 
form thy Mind to the beft things, anid then 
¢20u fbalt have a0 need of a Judg to confer up- 
on thee a Reward, fince thou haftadjoined th 
felf to the moft excellent things. But if thou 
art inclined +o Impiety, ‘and doft imbrace wick- 
ed Praétices,' feck for no Avenger without,’ for 
hou, haft forfeited. thy Advantages, and affo- 
a, tae he ciated. 
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ciated thy felf with the worft of things: as if 
thou fhouldft by turns fometimes behold the 
Heavens, fometimes the fordid Earth; and 
that all other things ceafing from without, thy 
Eye fhould feem to carry “thee now above the 
Stars, and that again thou. fhouldft be placed 
upon the Earth. But the Multitude doth not 
confider this, What then? Shall we put our 
felves into the Company of thofe which T have 
before fhewed to refemble Beafts ? What wilt 
thou fay, ifa Man who hath quite loft his Sight, 
and hath alfo forgotten that ever he faw, and 
fhould think that he wants nothing to render 
him perfect, fhould we therefore judg d thofe 
who retain their Sight to be blind alfo? Either 
will the Many acquielce i in what I fhall fay, al- 
though it is fupported by as firm: Reafons, to 
wit, “that thofeare more un! lappy who do, than 
they who fuffer Injuries. Bo. I woul id wile 
lingly hear thofe Reafons. PAs. Canft HOR 
deny but that all ill Men deferve Punifhment ? 
Bo. No, Tcannot. PAs. But I am throug “ly 
fatistied vant impious Men are many ways un- 
happy. Certai inly they are fo. “Ph. Then 
| thou  doubiet not that thofe who-deferve Pu- 
nifhment are miferable. Bo. Tagree. . PA. Tf 
therefore thou wert to be Judg, ‘to which doft 
thou think thou would a djude 1 P munities 
to him who hath done, or to him who hath fut: 
fered-the Injury ?. Bo, IT doubt not but that I 
N. 4 fhould 
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{hould adjudg Satisfaction to’ the Sufferer, by 
punifhing the Doer of Wrong. Ph, The in= 
juring Perfon then would feem more miferable 
to thee than him who had receiv’d the Wrong. 
Bo, ‘That follows. Ph. From this then, and 
from feveral other Reafons founded on the fame 
bottom, it appears, that Impiety, properly and 
by its own Nature, makes Men miferable ; and 
that an Injury done to any Man is the Mifery 
of the Doer, and not of the Sufferer. But now 
Jrators and Advocates run a Courfe contrary 
to this ; Hor they endeavour the Pity and Com-. 
paffion of the Judges for thofe who fuffered 
any thing. bitter or grievous, when the jufter. 
Pity is due to them who did the Wrong; who 
Should be led to Judgment, as the Sick are to 
the Phyfician, nog by angry but by merciful 
and compaflionate Accufers ; that fo they may, 
by the Application of Punifhment, asa fit and 
yroper Remedy, be cured of the Malady of 
tne Crime. By this means the Employment of: 
this kind of Defenders would either wholly 
ceafe, orelfe, that it may be more to the Ad- 
vantage of Mankind, it would. be turned into. 
an Habit of Accufation, and would always be 
forward to accufe, and. not to excufe ill Men: 
and even thofe Wretches themfelves, if they 
could through the leaft Hole or Chink behold. 
that Vertue which they have forfaken, and fee 
that they {hould be in fome way of cleanfing 
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themfelves from their filthy Vices, by receiving 
the Pains and Torments which are due to them, 
they ought, for the Recompence of regaining 
the Vertue from which they have fallen, not 
to e{teem them fo, but fhould chearfully refufe 
the Defence of their Advocates, and give them- 
felvesaip wholly to their Accufers and Judges, 
Hence it is that the Wife hate no Body : For 
who but the moft foolifh would hate good 
Men? and it is irrational to hate the moft pro- 
fligate; For if a depraved Temper be, as it 
were, the Sicknefs of the Soul, fince we do 
not think thofe whofe Bodies are diftempered 
to be worthy of our Hate, but rather of our 
Compaflion, much lefs are thofe over whom 
Vice, more cruel than any bodily Diftemper, 
hath gain’d the Afcendant to be adjudged fo, 
but are rather to be looked upon as Subjeéts of 
our Pity. 


METRUM Iy, 


Quid tantos juvat excitare motus, 
Et propria fatum follicitare manu? &c, 


Why [bould vain Man fo great Commotions raife? 
Why with his Hand {bould he his Fate convey? 
If Death be fought, that comes, and never ftays 
For winged Steeds to help it on its way, 


They 
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They whom the Lion and the ragged Bear, 

The Indian Tiger, andthe foaming Boar, 

With eager Teeth, and with aruda Claws do tear, 
Do ftain.thetr Swords in their own reeking Gore. 
Is it becaufe their Manners diffring are, 

And that their many Cuftoms difagree, 

That they unjuftly thus engage in War, 

And fiercely urge each others Deftiny? 

This Reafon is not juft for foedding Blood: 
Wouldft thou to each Man give what he deferves; 
Love, as by Right thou art obligd, the Good, — 
And pity him se from faw Vertue fwerves. 


—— EE RIE I TE RE IT SS IIT TE 


PROSA V. 





b WERE I plainly fee what-Happinefs. 
i or Mifery is placed in the -Deferts of 

ood and of evil Men. But in this fame com- 
mon Eftate of Fortune I perceive fomething 
both of Good and Evil: For no wife Man had 
rather be expos’d to Banifhment, Poverty, and 
Ignominy, than.excel in Riches, Honours, Pow- 
er, and continue in a flourifhing Eftate in his 
own Country. For in this the more clearly 
and openly the Duty, of Wifdom doth appear, 
when the Happinefs of the Governours is in 
fome.meafure diffufed, and communicated: to 
Subjets ; whilft Imprifonment, and all legal 
Punifhments are only due to thofe pernicious 
and 
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and profligate Citizens, for whom they were 
at firft initituted and appointed. Why then 
{fhould things fuer fo unnatural a’ Change? 
Why fhould Punifhments due to Crimes, op- 
prefs the, Good, and the gates of Veitue 
be born only by wicked and flagitious Men? 
Thefe things I much wonder at, and T defire to 
learn from thee what may be the Reafon of fo 
unjuft a Diftribution. For my Wonder would 
be lef did I believe all things to be governed by 
Chance. But now even God, the Governour of 
all things, doth heighten my Aftonifhment, 
who whilft he doth often diftribute good things 
to the Good, andevil things to the Wicked, yet 
doth fometimes give to the Vertuous an hard 
Portion, and to the impious Man he grants his 
eart’s Defire. What Difference then is there 
to be found unlefs Men may be acquainted with 
the Caufe betwixt his Pr oceedings and the 
Actings of Chance? Ph. Nor is it at allto be 
admired if Men fancy brett rafh and con- 


fus’d in thefe Methods of Ating, if they are 
ignorant of the Reafon of that Order b y which 
God proceeds. But although thou art ignorant 


of the Caufe of this ereat Difpofal il of “things, 
yet becaufe. the good Governour of all things 
doth temper: and ‘inform the World, never 
doubt but that all things are done rightly and as 
they ought to be. 
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METRUM V. 


Siquis Aréturi fidera nefcit 
Propinqua fummo Cardine labi, &c. 


Who knows not hat (1) ArCturus nhves 

Near tothe Arétick Pole, nor why 

(m) Bootes flow paffeth his Wain, 
Drowning ? th Sea his later Flame, 

When he unfolds his quicker Rife, 

Will wonder at the Laws of Heaven. 

And if he know not why the Horas 

Of the (x) Fall-Moon grow pale, whilft they 


ve 


L) Aréturus.| Videfis Annotat. in 1.1. 

m)' Bootes. | Or Bubulcus, is called fo becaufe ic is a Conftellas 
tion framed of Stars, which refemble the Form of a Carrand Oxe. 
en, This Conftellation is very near to the North Pole ;, and be= 
ing placed fo high, it always appears in our Hemifphere. It is 
faid alfo to drown its Flames late in the Sea, becaufe it neyer de- 
fcends below our Horizon, 

(2) Full-Moon.} It often happens chat the Earth is fo interpofed, 
betwixt the Sun and the Full-Moon, chat the Moon being obfcured 
by the cerreftrial Shadows, doth lofe the round Splendor which 
it borrowed from the Sun; and that the Stars, whofe Light was 
before obf{cured by the greater Brightnefs of the Moon, begin to. 
fhine our: From whence the Antients, whofe Superftition made 
them believe chat that Decreafe was occafioned by Charms, did 
think they might deliver her from it by the tinkling of brazen, 
Vefiels or Cymbals: From whence Zibullus, Y 

Cantus & é curru Lunam deducere tentat 
Et faciret, fi non eva repulfa fonent. 
And Fuven, Sat. 6. Tot pariter pelves, tot tintinnabula dicas 
Pulfari : tam nemo tubas atq, ara fatigtt, 
Una labor anti poterit fuccurrere Lune. 
And Virg. Eclog.8. Carmina vel Celo poffunt deducere Lunam. 

All thefe things, faich Boetivs, make the Admiration of the Vuk: _ 

gar, becaufe they know not the Caufes of them. “a 
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Are dipp’d within the Bounds of Night, 

And hew the Moon, confus’d and dark, 

Difplays thofe Stars which fhe before 

Had in her brighter Glories hid. 

A vulgar Error  retaind 

By many People, who do think 

To refcue Luna from Eclipfe 

With brazen Cymbals, and with Strokes 

Ox Bafins, which do rend the Air. 

Tet none admire when (0) Corus blows, 

And makes the Waves affault the Shore ; 

Nor when the Sun’s refrefhing Heat, 

Diffolves vaft Heaps of congeal’d Snow. 

For here the Caufes open lie : 

Bat rhofe which clofely are wrapt up, 

Difquiet mach the Thoughts and Mind. 

Lhe giddy People ftand amazx?d 

At that which rarely or by chance arrives. 

But if that cloudy Error would depart, 

Which ftupid Ignorance doth raife, 

Thefe things no more by Men would be admir’d. 
PRO- 
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(0) Corus} Or Canrus, the Northeweft Wind.  Philofophy 
having fhewed that Men wonder at many things becaufe they 
know not the Caufes of them, doth now fhew that they wonder 
not at things of which they know the Caufes ; As why Corus doth 
beat the Waves fiercely againft the Sea-Coafts, they knowing that 
Wind is a moved Body, and that any Body which hath Motion 
doth naturally firike againft any other Body which meets it in its 
way. AsalfoMen do not admire why an Heap of Snow hardened 
and congealed by Cold, fhould be melted by the Heat of the Sun, 
becaufe they know that the quiec Parts of the hardened Snow 
may be diflalved by the moved Particles of the warm Sun, 
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PROS:A VI. 


Boet. (10 it is; but becaufe it is thy Province 
to unfold the hidden Caufes of things, 

and to lay open thofe Reafons which are now 
invelop’d m Darknefs, I intreat thee to give me 
thy Judgment in this Matter, and to difcourfe 
upon it, for this Wonder troubles me very 
much, Philofophy then a little {miling, faid to 
me, O thou call’t upon me to declare to thee 
the greateft thing which could be asked, and 
which indeed can {carce be anfwered.: For fuch 
is the Matter of it, that one. Doubt being re- 
moved, innumerable others, like the Heads of 
(p) Hydra, grow up. Nor would there indeed 
be any End of them, unlefs they were reftrain- 
ed by the Quicknefs.and lively Fire of the 
Mind: For in this Matter Men are wont to 
make Queftions of the fimple Actings of Pro- 
vidence, of the Order and Courfe of Deftiny, 
of fudden Chance, of Knowledg, of Divine Pre- 
deftination, and of Free-will: And of what 
Weight thefe things are, thou thy felf mayft 
perceive. But becaufe it is part of thy Medi- 
cine, 








- (p) Hydra.) This was a Monfter feigned by the Poets to have 
fifty, or, asothers will; an hundred Heads5. one of which being 
cut off, two did arife in ics Place; till Hercules having cyt off 
Otie of che Hedd8} did fear the Wound wich hot Iron. 
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cine, and it will contribute much to thy Cure 
to know thefe thmgs, although I am confined 
within the narrow Bounds of ‘lime, I fhall en: 
deavour to give thee fome Tafte of them. And 
although the Charms and Mufick of my Verfe 
may delight thee, yet thou muft defer that 
Pleafure a little, whilft I in order weave toge- 
ther my Reafons, which may tend to the So- 
lution of thy Doubts. Bo. Obferve thy own 
Method «as it pleafeth thee. “Then taking her 
Beginning as from another Principle, {he thus 
difcourfed. Ph. The Generation of all things, 
and every Progreflion of changeable Natures, 
and all things which are any way moved, re- 
ceive their Caufes, Order and Forms out of the 
Stability or Conftancy of the Divine Mind. 
And this being placed in the Height of its own 
Purity or Simplicity, doth eftablifh a manifold 
Mode or Way in doing things; which Mode 
or Manner of Proceeding, when Men behold 
it in the Purity of the Divine Underftanding, is 
called Providence; but being apply’d and re- 
ferr’d to that which it moveth;, and of which 
it difpofeth, it was called Fate or Deftiny. 
And if-any one fhall throughly weigh in his 
Mind the Force and Energy of the one and of 
the other, he {hall foon find them ta be diffe- 
rent things: For Providence is that Divine Rea- 
“fon feitled in the chief Governour of the W orld; 
by which he difpofeth all things ; but Fate or — 
Deftiny 
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Deftiny isa Difpofition, inherent in moveable 
Beings, by: which Providence knits them toge- 
ther in their Orders. Providence embraces and 
comprehends all things, although divers, al- 
though infinite ; but Fate orders and digetfts all 
fingle things into Motion, and diftributeth them 
according to Place, Form and Time: So that 
the Explication of this temporal Order being 
joined or folded iip, in regard to the Divine 
Mind, may be called Providence ; ahd being 
unfolded and digefted according to Time, and 
the other Circumftances, it may be called Fate. 
And although thefe things be differerit, yet one 
of them depends upon the other; for the Or- 
der of Fate proceeds from the pure Simplicity of 
Providence: For as the Artificer forming in his 
Mind the Shape of the thing whieh he is about 
tomake, moves to effect his Work, and doth 
in procefs of time draw out that which beforé 
he had fingly in his Imagination defigned ; fo 
God by his Providence fimply and firmly doth 
difpofe the things which are to bé done; and 
he doth in feveral Ways, ard according to 
Time, adminifter by Fate thofe very things 
which he hath fo difpofed. Sothen; whether 
Fate be exercifed and moved by fome Divine 
Spirits which attend upon Providence, or by 
fome Soul, or by the Miniftry of the whole 
Body of Nature, or by the Celeftial Motions of 
the Stars, or by Angelick Vertite; of by thé ina- 

nifeld 
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nifold Subtlety of Demons, whether good or 
bad, or if by any of thefe, or if by all of them 
the Series of Fate is woven: This certainly is 
manifeft, that the immovable and fimple way 
of doing things is Providence; and that the 
movable Contexture and temporal Order “of 
thofe things which the Divine Purity fore-dit 
pofed and ordered to be done, is Fate. Hence 
it is that all things which are under the Domi: 
nion of Fate, are alfo. fubject to Providence, 
which commands even Fate it felf. But fonie 
things which are placed under the Guidance and 
Protection of Providence, are wholly exempt 
fromthe Jurifdiction of Fate, and furmoutit 
the Series of it; and thofe are fuch things as are 
ftably fixed near to the Divinity, and are above 
the Order of fatal Mobility. For even as a- 
mongft feveral Circles turning about the fame 
Centre, that which is innermoft approacheth 
moft to the Simplicity of the middle Point, and 
isas it were a Centre, round which they. may 
turn, to thofe placed without it; and that 
which is outermoft, rolling in a greater Cir- 
cuit, thefurther it departs irom the middle In- 
dividuity of the Point, fo much the more Space 
i¢doth fll; but yet if any thing fhould join and 
faftenit felf tothe Point, it is conftrained to be 
immovable, and ceafeth to be dilated. By pa- 
rity of Reafon the further any thing departeth 
from the’ firft’ Mind, that is from God, it is r 

much 
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much the more embaraffed, and fatter bound: 
in the Bonds of Deftiny ; and every thing 1s by 
fo much: the freer from Fate, by how mutch it 
approacheth nearer tothe Centre of all things. 
And-if it clofely adheres to the Firmnefs of 
the fupreme Mind, without moving,  1t goes 
beyond’ the Neceflity and Power of Deftiny: 
As Ratiocination then is tothe Intellect, as that 
which is begotten-is to that which, hatha proper 
Being, as "Time is to Eternity, as the Circle ts 
tothe Centre ;. fois the movable Order of Fate 
to the flable Simplicity of Providence. This 
Order moveth the Heavens. and the Stars, tem- 
pereth the Elements, and maketh them agree 
amongit themfelves, and by an alternative 
Change transforms them. It reneweth all 
things which are born, and whichdie by the 
ike Progreffions, of Sexes and Seeds. This 
binds, together the ACtions and Fortunes of Men 
by an indiffoluble ConneCtionof Caufes; which, 
finee they proceed ‘from the Origine of ammo- 
vable Providence, mut alfothemfelves necefla- 
tily be unchangeable: For fothings are always 
beft- governed, if that pure Simplicity or Sins 
sleneis, dwelling in the Divine Nature; ‘may 
produce that unalterable Order of Caufes 5 for 
this Order, .by its own Unchangeablenefs and 
Conftancy, may reftrain thofe things which in 
their Nature are mutable, and which would 
otherwife rafhly and irregularly float about. 


Hence 
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Hence it is that. although things may feem con- 
fufed and difturbed to Men who cannot aright 
confider this Order, neverthelefs the proper 
Manner and Courfe of every thing direCts and 
difpofeth it to thetrue Good: For there is no- 
thine done for the fake of Evil, no not by the 
moft flagitious Wretches ; who, as I have fully 
before demonftrated, are in their Refearches 
after Good diverted by crooked Error, whilft 
the Order proceeding from the Centre of Sove- 
réign Good doth not miflead any from its Prin- 
ciples. But thou mayft fay, what greater Con- 
fufion can there be, that both profperous and 
adverfe things fhould by times happen to good 
Men, and that evil Men can enjoy what their 
Hearts can defire, ahd yet be afflitted too with 
things which they hate? Do People live now 
a-days fo vertuoufly, and with fo much Inte- 
erity, that thofe whom Men think good or bad, 
‘muft néceffarily be either? But im this the 
Judgments of Men difagree much: For thofe 
whom fome judg worthy of a Reward, others — 
thinls to deferve Punifhment. But let us grant, 
- that it is poflible that fome one may be able to 
 diftinenith betwixt the Good and the Bad; Ts 
it poflible therefore that he fhould look into the 
iiward Temperament of the Mind, and pro- 
ounce of it asone may of the Body ? But it is 
miraculous to. him, who knows it not, why 
fiveet things fhould be agreeable to fome Bo. 
es | O 2 dies: 
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dies, and bitter to others ; and why fome fick 
People are eafed by Lenitives, othersare helped 
by iharper Medicines. . But it is no, wonder.to 
the Phyfician, who knoweth the Meafure and 
‘Temperament of Health and Sicknefs.. But 
what other thing is it that makes the Mind 
healthful and ftrong than Goodnefs ? And what 
is its Sicknefs but Vice ? Who is the Preferver 
of Good, andthe Driver away, of Evil, other 
than God the great Ruler and Phyfician of the 
Mind? who, when he looks about him from 
the high Obfervatory of his Providence, fees 
and knows what.is convenient for every one, 
and then accommodates him with the Conve- 
nience. Hence then proceeds that remarkable 
Miracle of the Order of Deftiny, fince the all- 
knowing God. doth that at which the Ignorant 
areafionifhed. .. But now that I. may glance at 
a.few things concerning the Depth of the Di- 
vine Knowledg, which humane. Reafon may 
comprehend, that. Man whom thou believeft to 
be moft juft, and the greateft Obferver and 
Maintainer of Equity, of that Man, I fay, the 
all-knowing Providence doth think otherwife. 
And (¢) my, Familiar Lucaz told us, that the 
vanquilhing Caufe was. pleafing to the Gods, 
but the vanquiil’d to Cate: Know this then, 
| that 


sonia inineendeeneaseeneere ee eis 


(4) My Familiar Lucan.’\ Lycanis here ftiled by Philofophy Fami- 
diarss nofter Lucanus,becaufe he was a Philofopher, anda Vein of Phi- 
Jefophy fcems to run chrough the whole v ork of his Pharjaliz, 
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that whatfoever thou feeft done contrary to thy 
Hope or Expectation, that notwithftanding the 
Order of things is preferved rightand entire ; 
but to thy perverted Opinion it {eemeth Confu- 
fion. But let us fuppofé thata Man may-have 
behaved himfelf fo well, that the Approbation 
of God and Man may both agree in him ; /but 
he is perhaps of a weak Courage: fo that ifany 
thing crofs fhould befal him, he will forgo his 
Innocence, fince with it he cannot retain his 
_ Bortune. “The wife Difpenfation of Provi- 
dence then fpareth him whom Adverfity may 
make worfe, left he fhould be put tolabour and 
travel, who 1s not able to undergo fuch Hard- 
fhip, nor to bear AffliCtions. Another Manis 
Matter of all Vertues, is holy; and one who 
draws nigh to God: Providence judgeth it In- 
juftice that that Man fhould be opprefled by 
any Adverfity ; fothat it will not futer him to 
labour even under any bodily Diftemper: But 
_as (r) one more excellent than Tfaid, ‘avoleds teeS 
ome Suikuas dinodousor Vertues do build up the 
Body. of the Holy Man. But it often comes to 
pafs that good-Men have the Government of 
O 3 things 


(rv) One more excellent than I. It.is fuppofed that our Philofo- 
pher meaneth here Hermes Trifmezifbus : He was an Egyptian Phi- 
lofapher, and-called Trifmegiftus, that is, ter-maxinus, becavfe he 
is faid to have {poken of a Triniry inthe Godhead, by Suidas5 or 
becaufe he was both a King, a Prieft, anda Philofopher: Hefirit 
diftinguifhed Time into Hours; he lived in the time of Afjfes, 
about the Year of the World 2440. 
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things committed to them, that the exuberant 
improbity of ill Men may be repel?’d and aba- 
ted. ‘To fome, according to the’ Qualities of 
their Minds, he gives a kind of Mixture of 
Fortune, chequered with Good and Evil: Up- 
on fome he lays grievous heavy Croffes, left 
they fhould grow luxurious by too long a 
Courfe of Felicity : Upon others he fometimes 
lays alfo heavy Croffes, that their Vertues may 
be confirmed by the Ufe and Exercife of Pati- 
ence: Some fear more than they ought that 
thing which they can bear: Others defpifemore 
than they ought that which they cannot ; .and 
thofe, that by the Experiment they may come 
to the Knowledg of themfelvts, he fometimes 
afflicts. And many there are who’ have pur- 
chas’d.a great Namein the World, at the Ex 
pence of a glorious Death. And fome Men 
whofe Courage hath not yielded to Torment, 
have given a noble Example to others, that 
Vertue is not to be overcome by Adverfity. 
And there is no doubt but that all thefe things 
are done juftly and in order, and for the Good 
of thofe to whom they happen. Iralfo pro- 
ceeds from the faid Caufes that fometimes Ad- 
verlity, fometimes Profperity, comes to ‘be the 
Lot‘of ill Men. And it is the Wonder of 
no Man, that flagitious Perfons fhould. be 
aitiicted, becaufe they are always thought to 
ceferve what comes upon them; and that their 

| Ont Punifhe 
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Punifhment doth deter others from fuch Aims, 
and often work a Reformation in thofe on 
whom they are inflicted : But the Profperity of 
fuch yields a great Argumentto the Good, and 
directs them what to judg of this kind of Hap- 
pinefs, which they fo otten fee to fall-to the 
fhare of the worft of Men. In which thing I 
think often there is a Difpenfation, becaufe the 
Nature of fome Men may be fo forward and 
importunate, that Poverty, and the want of Ne- 
ceffaries, would rather urge them to do ill. 
But this Difeafe Providence doth cure by ap- 
plying the powerful Medicine of Money. One 
Man finding hisConfcience deeply {potted with 
Crimes, and comparing himfelf.and his For- 
tune, fears perhaps that the Happinefs which 
he enjoyed by the Ufe of it, fhould be wholly 
done away by its Lofs; he will therefore change 
his Manners, and whilft he fears to lofe his 
Eftate he will leave his Impiety. Upon another 
‘Happinefs is conferr’d without Defert, and 
that precipitates him into a merited DeftruCtion. 
To fomethere is a Power of Punifhing granted, 
that it may exercife the Vertues of the Good, 
and may be Caufe of Punifhment and Torment 
‘to-the Evil. For as there is no Covenant or 
Agreement betwixt the Vertuous and the 
Wicked, fo neither can -wretched Men agree . 
amoreft themfelves. And why fhould they ? 
for they difagree amongit themtelves by reaion. 
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of their Vices, which rend and ‘tear the Con: 
{cience ; and they often do thofe things, which 
when they are over,they judg they ought not to 
have done them. From whence Providence 
hath often produced a fignal Miracle, to wit, 
that evil Men have oft made. other ill Men 
good: For when fome of thefe find that they 
have fufered an Injury from others of them, 
urged by the Hate of thofe that have offended 
them, they have returned to the Ways’ of 
Vertue, {tudying nothing more than to be un- 
like to thofe Perfons whom they hate. . It is on- 
ly the great Power, of God which can make 
Evil turn to Good, when by ufing them agree- 
ably and conveniently he draws out of them 
the Efccet of fome Good: For a certain Order 
embraceth all Beings, fo that whatfoever doth 
depart from the Reafon and Laws of that Or- 
der which is affigned to it, yet it pafleth into 
and under the Laws of another Order; for no- 
thing is left in the Power of Chance or Uncer- 
ity in the Realm of Providence,» ‘acyocdgoy 
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ais Proviacace, ‘Nor is it lawful fora Man 

x¢ could) to comprehend all the Machines 
and; Movements of the Divine W ork, even in 
his ‘1 hought, much lefs to declareand defcribe 
tnemin Words, Let it fuffice to have feen.on- 
ly this, that God, the Framer. of al} Natures, 
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orders.and difpofethevery thing towards Good ; 
and whilft he endeavours to retain thofe things 
which he hath made in his own Likenefs, he 
banifheth all Evil by the Courfe of Deftiny, 
without the Bounds of his Commonwealth. 
Hence it isthat if thou doft but regard the all- 
difpofing Providence, thou mayft eafily fee, 
that there are not thofe Evils which Men be- 
lieve do abound upon the Face of the Earth. 
But now I fee that thou doft almoft lie down 
under’ the: Weight and Prolixity of my Rea- 
foning ; and that thou doft expect the Mufick of 
my Verfe: receive then this Draught with which 
when thou artrefrefh’d,thou mayft more ftrong- 
jy proceed to other Matters which yet remain, 


“METRUM VI. 
Si vis celfi jura tonantis 
Pura {olers cernere mente, 
Afpice fummiculmina Ceeli, &c. 
If with a Mind well-cleard thou wouldst 
Weigh well the Laws of the high Thunderer 
Behold the Height of th’ Empyrean Heaven ; 
There by a juft and certain Bound the Stars 
Preferve their antient Peace and Amity, 
The Sun being mov'd by his refplendent Flame 
Doth not impede pale Phoebe’s colder Sphere, 
Wor doth the Northern Bear, which proudly round 


The towring Battlements of th’ Univerfe 
Inelines his head long Courfe, ever aefire 
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To drench bis Flames in the vaft Ocean, 

Although he fees the other Stars do fo. 

Vefper obferving Time, exactly leads 

The Horns of Night, and Lucifer again 
Brings onthe Day, which cherifbeth the Earth. 
So mutual Love doth all things ever move : 

And from the ftarry Regions cruel War 

Is banifh’d far. "This beauteous Concord fo 

In equal Meafures tempers th” Elements ; 

That when things moift and dry begin to fight, 
They do attack and do retreat by turns ; 

That Cold with Heat alafting Peace doth make ; 
That the afpiring Flame may mount on high, 

And that the Earth may tow’rds its Centre tend.. 
By thefe fame Caufes in the warming Spring 

The flowring Year doth shakes Sweets breath out, 
The hotter Summer ripeneth the Corn: 

Loaden with Apples then Autumnus comes, 

And Winter wets the Earth with many Showers, 
This Temperature doth nourilb and bring forth. 
Whatever in the Univerfe doth breath : 

And this doth alfo take away and hide, 
And doth by Death efface whatever has been born, 
Whilft the Worlds Creator fits on high, 

And ruling mefnageth the Reins of things, 

The mighty King and Lord, Fountain and Source, 
The Law, and the wifeFudg of Equity, 
Thofe things to which he did a Motion give 

He flops, and thus being mov'd, he doth confirm. 
For if their divett Motions he aid not 
Ree 
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Revoke, and forcd them in a Round to move, 
Thofe things which now by Order do endure 

Would firaight from their Begianing fall, and foon 
Would into nothing be refolv'd. “ 
This Love to every thing is common then, 

And all things do propofe Good as their End ; 

For otherwife they could not laft, unlefs 

By Love's kind Circulation they revert 

Lothat firft Caufe, which gave them Being, God. 
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PROSA VIL 


% OST thou not fee now what fol- 
.§ J lows from all the things which I 
have tpoken. Bo. What is the Confequence? 
Ph, ‘Vhat all Fortune is good. Bo. And how, 
I prithee, canthat be? P+. Obferve then that 
fince all Fortune is either profperous or adverfe, 
it.is given either toreward or exercife the Good, 
or to punifh or correct the Bad; and all For- 
tune is good which appears to be either juft or 
profitable. Bo. The Reafon is moft true, and 
if Tconfider the DoGrine either of Providence 
or Fate, which a little before thou taughteft me, 
thy Opinion is founded upon a firm Ground, 
. But let us range it, if thou pleafelt, amongtt 
thofe Pofitions which, a little before, thou faidit 
were not commonly believed by the People. 
Ph. Why fo? Bo. Becaufe it is the common 
andgdrequent: Phrafe of Men, that the Fortune 
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of fuch an oneisbad.. Ph. Wilt thouthen tha 
I fhall for a while draw nearer tothe People 
way of Difcourfe, left we fhould feem «tor 
much to have receded from the Ufages of Man 
kind? Bo. As thou pleafeft. PAs. Thinkef 
thou not then that every thing which is profi 
table is good? Bo. Yesfurely. PA. But what. 
foever doth either exercife or corrett is profita. 
ble. Bo. Iconfefsit. Ph. Therefore tis good, 
Bo. Why fhould it not? Ph. But this is the 
Fortune of them who are either fixed in Vertue, 
and wage a conftant War againit Adverfity, or 
of thofe who, abandoning Vice, take the way 
of Vertue. Bo. I cannot deny it. PA. But 
what fayft thou of that pleafant Fortune which 
is givenas a Reward to good Men, do the Many 
conceive it tobe ill? Bo. Certainly no, but ra- 
ther they believe it to be very good, as it is in- 
deed. Ph. But what fay ft thou, of that other, 
which although it be fharp, and infliéts juft 
Punifhment upon the Wicked, do Men take it 
tobe good? Bo. No fure,. but rather the moft 
wretched and tormenting thing that can be 
thought upon. P/”. Behold then, and mark 
well, if we, following the Opinion of the Peo. 
pie, have not concluded fomething which is:ve- 
ry contrary to the common Opinion. Bo. What 
is that’? PA. It followeth clearly to. thethings 
before granted, that whatfoever the Fortune of 
all thofe who are either in pofieflion of or 

|  grow- 
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growing in Vertue, or otherwife in fearch after 
her, may be, itis good ; but that the Fortune of 
thofe who live inImpiety and Sin muft be the 
worlt ofany thing. Bo, ‘Thatistrue, although 
no one dare confefs it. Ph. Why fo, for the 
wife Man ought not to be caft down when he 
is brought into the Field to wage War with 
Fortune, no more than the valiant Man ought 
to be difmayed when he hears the ‘Trumpet 
found to Battel: For Difficulty and Hard{hip 
giveth the Occafion to one that he may encreafe 
and propagate his Glory; and to the other, that 
he may confirm and improve his Wifdom. 
From hence is Vertue denominated, becaufe 
leaning upon its own Strength, and confidins 
in its proper Force, it 1s not to be overcome by 
Adverfity: Nor thou who art fo far advanced 
in the Courfe of Vertue, art not to be carried 
away by Delights,and to wallow in Luft ; thou 
muft engage valiantly and fiercely againft every 
Fortune.. And left Adverlity fhould opprefs 
thee, or Profperity corrupt thee, poffefs thy felf 
of the Golden Mean, and retain it with all thy 
Strength: For whatfoever is below, or goeti 
beyond that, impliesa Contempt of true Hap- 
pinefs, and-lofeth the Reward of its Labour. 
ft lieth inthy own Hand to choofe what For- 
tune thou likeft ; for all Fortune which feemeth 
fharp and grievous, unlefs it exercife the Ver- 
tues of the Good, or chaftife the Impiety. or the 
Wicked, isa Punifhment. | ME- 
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METRUM VIL 


Bella bis quinis operatus annis 
Ultor Atreides Phrygic ruints 
Fratris amiflos thalanios piavit, &c. 


By tex Years bloody War, and (fh Phrygia’s Fate 
(+) Atreides did revenge, and expiate | 
Fits 


Cf) Phrygia. | Ic is a Region of the Leffer Afa, ficwated to- 
wards the Weft, according. to Ptolomy and Strabe. 

(t) Atreides |} Agamenmon. Pars the Son of Priam King, of Troy 
having equipped a Fleet, went into Greece to vilit Mentlaus King of 
Sparta, and againft the Laws of Hofpivality ftole away his wife 5 
which Agamemnon the: Sow of Atrems,. and Brotherof rhe aforefaid 
Menelaus, very much refenting, he did call together the Grecian 
Chieftains, and failing into Phrygia, befieged Troy, and having ta- 
ken it, after a Siege of ten Years, deftroyed ic with Fire and 
Sword, The fame 4gaieinnon when he was going upon this Expe- 
dition, when he arrived at Aulis a Port ef Baéotiaz, and-had- made 
a Review of his Army, did ignorantly kill am Hare which had been 
confecrated to Diana; with which the Goddefs being offended, 
did fend a Peftilence, and fupprefled. the Winds,. fo that he laid 
Wind-bound in the Haven. He confulted im this Exigence the O- 
racle, which gave for Anfwer, that the Gods would. not. be ap- 

eated tilb he had facrificed Iphigenia. his Daughter 5 Agamemnon 

obeyed, and him(elf performed che Office of the Priefi, by faeri« 
ficing his Daughter; fo char after many Labours and Perils he at= 
complifhed his Enterprize. Hence Virgil. Aiatid, lib, 24 

S.ape fugam Danai Tropa cupiere relatta 

Moliri, & longo fell difcedere bello, 

Feeiffente, utinamr! fape los afpera Ponts 

Interclufit byems, e& terruit Aufber cwntes. 

Pracipne cum jam'bic trabibus contextus accrnis 

Stavet equus, toto fonnerant ethere nimbe : 

Sufpenfi Einypylam feitatum Oracula Phebi  — 

Mittinus 5 ifq; adytis bac triftia didta reportat 

~~ Sanguine placaftis ventos, & virgine casa. 
Cun primum Hiacas Danai venifirs ad gras, O's 
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Fits Brother’s Lofs. Whilst his unquiet Mind 

Prefs'd him to fail, with Bloodhe buys aWind 

For the Argolick Fleet, he puts off all + 

Compaffion, and vows his Daughter {bak ¢ 

AV tétim to the injur’d Goddefs fall. yy 

The wife Ulyfles did with Tears lament 

Fits flaughtered. Friends, whom (u) Polyphemus 
; (lent 

Devour'd by him down to the Shades ; but he 

Appeas’'d their Manes, patting out the Eye 

Of that great Monfter, whilff he in his Deu 

Dia lie at Eafe, buried in Sleep and Wine: 

Fits many Labours confecrate to Fame 


The Great (w) Alcides, and his mighty Name. 


The 





a eee 


(4) Polyphemus.| Feigned. to be one of the Cyclops, and 
the Son of Neptune, a huge Giant, who had burone Eye, and 
that feigned to be in his Forehead: He took Ulyfes and four 
of his Company, and kept them in his Den; he devoured 
his Companions, bur Ulyjfes having a Hottle of ftrong Wine, 
he gave it co him to drink, which caft him into a deep 
Sleep ; fo that Uly/fes with his Staff put out his Eye, and mate 
his Efcape. 


(w) Alcides.| Philofophy proveth by the Example of Mercy. 
fes, that Heaven and Immortaliry are not to be atrained co but by 
the undergoing of many affixting Labours upon Earth. He was 
feigned tobe the Son of Fupiter and Alcmena, and therefore hated 
by Fum, who exercifed him (ill wish new Toils and Adyen- 
tures, 
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The (x) Centaurs, andthe (y) Liowhe orethrew, 
And took the Spoil ; he the foul () Harpies flew: 
(4) Though inthe Door the watchful Dragon lay, 
Fe boldly took the Golden Fruit away ; 


He 





(x) The Centaus.| This was the firft Labour of Hercules. The 
Centaurs were People of Theffaly, inhabiting the Country joing 
upon the Mountain Pelion, who firft-atcempted to. make Horfes 
tame, and to fight uponthem: For this Reafon they were looked 
upon by their Neighbours to be Monfters, and to have the Parcs 
both of Menand Horfes. Hercules fecting upon.thefe People, over- 
came and flew many of them. 

(y) The Lio.) In the Nemean Wood, which was a wild Part of 
the Country of Achaia, there was a Lion of an extraordinary 
Greatnefs, which was invulnerable by any Weapon made either of 
fron. or Brafs: bue Hercules attacking him, kill’d him with his 
Hands, and clothed himfelf with his Skin. This was his fecond 
Labour. 

_(X) The Harpits,| They, were. feigned to be Birds of fo great 
Dimention, hovering always about a Town called Siymphalus in 
Arcadia, that they darkned the Sun; and fo ravenous, that they 
{poiled the whole Country about. Hercules is faid to have invented 


a Timbrel or founding Inftrument of Brats, and to have driven them - 


all away which was his third Labour. 
a nnn U cif timende 

Unguibus Arcadie volucres Stymphila codentes, 

Lucret. lib. ¢. 

(4) Though in the Door, &e.| His fourth Labour was this: The 
| Hefperides, Daughters of Hefperus, who was Brother of Atlas, viz. 
Egle, Arethufaand He(perethufa, were feigned to have potletled Gre 
dis, lying near to Lixa, called now by the Europeans L?arache, a 
Town of Mawitania Tingitana, which takes.ics Denomination from 
Tingis, now Tangier, which were planted: with Trees which pro- 
duced Golden Fruic, and which were guarded by-a waking Dra- 
gon, which Dragon Hercules flew, and carried the Fruit so Ens 
riftheus his Father-in-law. 
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fle made grim (b) Cerberus to a Chain fubmit; >| 
Fle overthrew the mighty (c) Diomede, > 
And made bis flery Horfes on bint feed. ) 
He burnt the Poifon, and did (d) Aydta tame; 
The headlong (e) Achelous he o’recame, 
Blafbing within his Banks he hid his Head. 

On Libyan Sands he left (f) Antsus dead : 

‘i P 


| 
t 
$ 





(b) Cerberus.) Pirithous, the Son of Ixion: his Wife Aippodane 


being dead, made an Agreement. with Thefevs, chat they fhould 
marry: none who were not defcended from Fupiter. Uponthis 
Thefews ftole away £Zelena, and Pirithous defigning to take away 


Proferpina the Wife of Plato, went downto Hell, Thefews and Hercus" 


les accompanying him; but Pirithows upon his firft Attempt was 
kilPd by Cerberus, whom Thefevs endeavourjng to help, was taken 
alive by Pluto, and was bound by him tll Hercules-bound Cerberus 
in a threefold Chain. This was his fifth Labour. 
~ Cc) Diomedes.| He was King of Thracia, and fed his Horfes wich 
Man’s Fléfh; Aercules flew him, and gave him to his Horfes to be 
eaten. This was his fixch Labour, From whence Ovid, 

Non tibi faccurrit crudi Diomedis tmago 

Efferus human qui dape pavit equos, 

(d) The feventh Labour of Hercules was the killing of Aydra, 
Videfis Litt. (p) fupra, 

(2) Achelous.| The eighth Labour of Hercules was this + Achze 
lous, feigned to be thé Son of Oceanns and Tethys, fought with Ar- 
cules for Deianira the Daughter of Oeneas King of Caledonia; bur 
Achelows being unequal in Strength to him, turned himfelf firft in- 
to a Serpent, then into a Bull, but Hercules cut of his Horn, which 
became the Cornu copie, or Horn of Plenty, which made Ache/ons; 
being afiamedto appear-with one Horn, to hide himfelf ina Ri- 
ver of his Name. 

(f) Antaus. | He was feigned to be theSon of Neptime and the 
Earth, and to be of folarge Dimenfions that he was faid to be of 
the Height of fixty four Cubits: He engaging in Pighr with Airca- 
les, fo oftenas his Strength failed him touched the Earth, and re- 

eovered Strength, which when Hercules: perceived, he lifted him 
‘ap into che Air, and fo killed him, which was his utnth Labour, 




































210 Boetius, @e. Ba 


He by the Death of (¢) Cactus did appeafe . 
Evander’s Wrath: the foaming (bh) Boar did feize: 
Thofe Shoulders which the (2) Spheres were foon to 
That both his laft and nobleft Labour was; (prefs; 
And he did merit to be call’d a God, 

Who did fupport fo glorious a Load, 

Go then, ye noble Souls, difdain Delay, 

Follow the great Example im his way : 


Why, Oye flothful, do ye bafely fly ? 
Who conquers Earth doth gain Erernity, 


The End of the Fourth Book. 
He es € 


(g) Caeus.\ The tenth Labour which Hercules did accomplifh 
was killing of Cacus, feigned to be the Son of Vulcan, and who in- 
fefted all Italy with his Robberies, and did not fpare Hercules hime 
felf; for he ftole his Oxen 5 and that he might not be difcovered 
by their Foorfteps, he drew them by the Tails into his Cave ; but 
Hercules difcovering them by their Lowing, recovered his Catrel, 
and killed Caucus,’ revenging an Injury which Cacus had done to 
Evander, whofe Guefi or Servanc he had been.. 

(b) The Boar.) The Exymanthian Boar in Arcadia, which was fo 
large and fierce that it almoft-had depopulated the whole Coun- 
try : Hercules brought this Boar to Exryféhews King of Micene im 
Greece, which was his eleventh Labour. 

(i) The Spheres.) Atlas isan high Hill of Mawitania, which 
ftretcheth ic felf through a great Parc of sfrica, from the Atlantick. 
Ocean, called fo from this Mountain, as far Eaftward as the Con- — 
fines of the Defarts of Barca: It is called now by the Spaniards — 
Los Montes Claros ; by other Europeans che Mountain Atlas, Ic 
received its Name from Atlas a King of Mawitania, who bécaufe 
he wasa great Aftronomer, and, as itis faid; Inventor of Aftro- | 
logy, was feigned.to bear the Heavens upon his: Shoulders, by 
maintaining and propagating the Scienceofiic.  Azrcules is fabled 
for one Day to have eafed Atlas of that Weight, for which he — 
meérited anawpS¢wors, and to be admitted into the Society of the | 
Gods. From whence therefore this is called his laft and nobleft | 
Labour. : 
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ANICIUS MANLIUS SEVERINUS 
BOETIUS, 
OF T HE 
Confolation of Philofophy. 


BOOK the Fifth: 


——— 
ee 





The ARGUMENT. 

In this Book Boetius defineth Chance: He de- 
clareth whether there be Free-will or not, and 
what is the Order of Providence; and he de- 
feribeth the Methods of Deftiny inthe Admini- 
firation of things. He then proveth that the 
Prefcience of God doth not take away the Liberty 
of Men; which whole Queftion he handles and 
folves with moft folid Reafons. 


PROSA TL 


HUS fhe had fpoken, and turned her 

: Difcourfe to handle arid difpatch fome 
other Matters; when I thus befpake 
her. Thy Exhortation ts moft juft and right 


2 
5 


r 2 _ and 
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and moft worthy of thy Authority: But what 
thou but now fayft, to wit, that the Queftion 
concerning Providence was intangled with ma- 
ny others, I find by Experience to be true : 
Therefore I now ask, if Chance be any thing 
at all, and if it be; what thou takeft it to be? 
Ph. I haften to pay the Debt of my Promife, 
and to open that way to thee which may lead 
thee back to: thy Country.) But although it 
may be very profitable, and much to thy Ad- 
vantage to know thefe things, yet they lead us 
out of our defigned way : And it is to be feared 
that if thou fhouldft be tived by purfuing thefe 
By-paths, that is, by difcuffing Queftions fo- 
reign to our Subject, thou wouldft not be able 
to perform thy Journey in following the right 
Road. So. Fear not that at all; for it will. as 
much refrefh me, as Reft, toknew:thofe things 
in which Tam moft delighted, fince there is.no 
Reafon to doubt of the things following, when 
every part of thy Difputation fhall have been 
grounded upon undoubted: Truth and Gertain- 
ty. Ph. Twill then comply with thee : If*any 
Man. doth define Chance to be an Event pro- 
duced by a rafh Motion, and-without any con- 
nection of Caufes, I thenaffirm that Chance is 
nothing, and I pronounce it to be an empty 
Word, without any fignification of the fubject 
Matter ; for who can itnagine, that God ‘re- 
ftraining all. things by Order, there fhould-be 

any 
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any Place left for rafh Folly and Diforder ? For 
it4s a great Truth, that nothing can fpring out 
of nothing; which none of the Antients ever 


oppos’d, although they underftood it not of 


God, the operating Principle, the chief Begin- 
ner, and Worker of allthings ; but they made 
a kind of a Foundation of a’ material Subject, 


that-is, of the Nature ‘of all Reafon: But if 


any thing doth arife from no Canfes, that will 
{eem to {pring out of nothing. But if this can- 
not be done, it is impoffible that Chance fhould 
be any fuch thing as it is before defined, 
Bo. What then is there nothing which. may 
rightly be called Chance or Fortune? Or is 
there any thing, although concealed from the 
Vulgar, to whichthefe Words may be applied ? 
Ph. My Ariffotle, in his Phyficks, gives this a 
brief Definition, and with a Reafon near:to 
Truth. Bo. How I pray thee doth he define 
it? Ph. Sooftenasa Man dothany thing, for 
the fake of any other thing, and another thing 
than that he intended to do, is produced by other 
Caufes, that thing fo produced is called Chance: 
As ifa Man break. up the Earth upon the ac- 
count of Tillage, and find there Gold hidden, 
_ this,is believed to happen by Chance, although 
it be not fo: for it hath its proper Caufes; the 
unforefeen and unexpected Concourfe of which 
eemeth to have brought forth Chance: for if 
the Husband-man had not plowed his Field, 


ee ae and. 
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and ifethe Hider of. the Gold had not hid it in 
that Place, the Gold had not been found. Thefe 
are therefore the Caufes of a fortuitous Gain 
and Advantage, which proceed froma Conflux 
of encountring Caufes, and not from the In- 
tention of the Doer: For neither he who hid 
the Gold, nor he who tilled the Field, intended 
or underftood that that Treafure fhould be 
found there’: But, as I faid, it happened that the 
one did dig where the other had hid his M oney; 
and fo thefe A@tions concurring, the mentioned 
Effect was produc’d. Therefore Chance may 
be defined to be an unthought-of Event. of 
Caufes flowing together in things which are 
done to attain fome other end :, But that Or- 
der which proceeds by an unavoidable Con- 
nection of things, ftreaming from the Fountain 
of Providence, and which ranks all things ac- 
cording to Place and Time, maketh all Canfes 
aflemble and meet togeehen a aeait neal 
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METRUM L 


Rupis Achemeniz fcopulis, ubi verfa fequentum 
Peétoribus figit {picula pugna fugax, &c. 


Swift (a) Tygris and Euphrates flow 


From th? (6) Achemenian Mountains rocky Brow 


Where in his Flight the (¢) Parthians nimble Dart - ‘ 
Doth backward pierce the keen Purfuer’s Heart, 
And foon again thefe mighty Rivers part. 

hee: But 





(42) Tyers and Expbrates.| Fygris is denominated from its fwitt 
Flowing, its Name ia the Perfian Language fignifying an Arrow. 
Ttisa River which rifech in the greater Armenia: Virgil mention: 
eth it in his 6th Eclogue. 

. Aute peverratis anbornm fraibus exul 
Aut Ararim Parthus bibet, aut Germania Tigvim, 
Euphrates is another River fo called from the Pleafure and Profit ir 
occafions. to the Inhabitants of thofe Countries through which ir 
paffech, by over-fowing the Fields, and making them fruicful. Ii 
thefe Rivers do nor arife out of the fame Head, they certainly 
{uring from one Mountain; and having for a great way taken their 
feveral Courfes, chey at laft encompafs Mefoporaziz, and then join- 
ing their Streams they flow togerher into the Perfian Gulph. 

6b) Achemenian. | Achemenia by fome here is underftood to. be 
Armenia, and the Mountain cut of which thefe Rivers flow isa Part 
of Mount Taurus. 

(c) Parthians. | The Parthians were a People who defcended 
from the Scythians, and ftretched the Bounds of their Country to 
thofe: Parts of A/a which were wafhed by the Rivers. Tygrés and 
Euphrates. Thefe People were famous Archers, and ufed in their 
Batcels, when they fied, to fhoot their Arrows backward, andéo 
to gall their Enemies ; then curning their Horfes, they would re- 
new the Fight. Hence Virg, Georg. 1, 2. 

Hidentemque fuga Partoum, verfique fagivtis. 





ane 
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But if they in their Courfe fbould meet again, 

Whatever things do fivim on either Stream 

Would flow together ; Ships together freer, 

Trees float which from their Banks thi aters tear, ? 

The mingled Floods would thefe together bear. °. J 
Yet the declining Earth, and good 

Order, which in its Courfe directs the Flood, 

Governs thefe things, So though we often fee.» 

Ghance feem to wander unconfivd and free, ¢ 

dt owns aprovidential Law which curbs its Liberty. § 





RS AE NS a gent 


PROSA_ IL. 


, Underftand this well, and Tagree that 
A what thou fayft is true: But is there, 
{ pray thee, any Freedom allowed to our Wills 
inthislong Train of cohering Caufes, or doth 





the Chain of Deftiny alfo bind the Motions of 


Mens Souls? PA. ‘There isa Freedom of the 
Will, nor was there ever any rational Nature 
which was not accompanied with it: For that 
Which naturally hath the Ufe of Reafon; hath 
alfoa Judgment by which it may judg of, and 


4 


cifcern every thing. Of it felf then it knoweth 


what things are to be avoided, and what'to be 


q 


defired,: Now that thing which a Man judgeth 

to be defirable he feeks, and he refufeth that 

which he deems ought to be avoided; therefore 

whoever is endowed with Reafon is alfo pot 
i) anagae a Vek ry 


Qo c 
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fefled of a Liberty of defiring and refuling, 
But Ido not hold that this Liberty is equal in al] 
Beings ; for in fupernal and divine Subftances, 
fuch as Spirits and Angels are, there is a clear 
Judgment, and anincorrupt Will, and a read 

and efficacious Power of doing things which 
are defired : But the Souls of Men muft neceffh.. 
tily be more free when they continue to exer- 
cife themfelves in the Contemplation of the Diz 
vine Mind ; and they mutt be lefs fo when +] 


iey 
are withdrawn from that noble Speculation, 
and {lide into corporal Subftances ; and yet lefs 


free when they are incompafled by, and clofel 

bound up inearthly Members. Butthelaft and 
_-meaneft Slavery is, when they sive themfelves 
over to'Vice, and fo fall from the Poffeffion of 
their proper Reafon; for as foon as they remove 
their Eyes from the Light of the higheft. Truth, 
and fix them upon low, dark and bafe Ob. 
jects, they are immediately Wrapt in.a Cloud 
of Ignorance, aredifturbed with pernicious De- 
fires and Aflections; to which when ¢] 
approach and agree, they help forward 
increafe that Servitude which th 
on themfeives; and in-fome manner, even un- 
der. the Liberty proper to them, they are 
Captives... But yet thé Eye. of Providence, 
which beholds all things from 1 


ay, Sa, as paras, 
sternity, fees 

7 ¥ $ a? Onn a7 Yip ne ga & ~ x 
this, and .difpofeth, acco: ding tother Me- 


1ey 
and 
ey bring up- 


Cc 
° y et J ‘hiae nwo es y ¢ ye 
fits, all. things as they: are predeftinated ; 


? 
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Tlavr’ epoed, xy mvt? eense that 

i @ i d. 6 e 
Pate ee” is, He feeth and heareth all things. 


METRUM TI. 


Puro clarum lumine Phoebum 
Melliflui canit oris Homerus, &c. 


The fweet-tongw’d Homer’s flowing Verfe. 
Doth fing of Phebus, aud his purer. Light 

Yet the Suns Rays can never pierce 

Into Earth’s Bowels, nor his Sight ¥ 
Reach to the fecret Chambers of the Deep, 
Where Thetis doth her choiceft. Treafure keep. 
But with theWorlds great Maker *tis not fo ; 
He all things from the Heights of Heaven doth fee, 
Nor Earth nor Clouds impede, hel know | 
What is, what was, and what {ball be : 
Since God doth every Being then alone 
Clearly behold, call him the Only Sun. 





PROSA TL 


Boet. OW I am diftra&ted with a: more. 
© & difficult Doubtthanever. Ph: What 
is that I pray thee ? for I do conjecture at what 
thou art troubled. Bo. It feems to be repug- 
nant and Wdverfe to Reafon, that God fhould - 


have a Foré-knowledgof all things, and at the 
) fame 
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fame time there fhould be any fuch thing as 
Free-will: For if God forefees all things, and 
can in no manner be deceived, then that which 
Providence hath forefeen muft neceflarily come 
to pafs. Wherefore if from Eternity God doth 
not only fore-know the Deeds, but alfo the 
Counfels and Wills of Men, there can be no 
Liberty of Will; nor can there be any other 
Deed, or any other Will than that which Di- 
vine Providence, which can by no means be 
deceived, hath forefeen or forethought. For 
if things may fall out contrary to fuch Fore- 
feeing, and be wrefted another way, there can 
be no firm Prefcience of Futurities, but rather 
an uncertain Opinion of them ; and I take it to 
be impious to believe this of God. Nor do I 
approve of that Reafon by which fome think 
themfelves able to unloofe the Knot of this 
-Queftion ; For they fay that a thing is not ne- 
ceffarily to happen, becaufe God hath forefeen 
that it will be; but rather on the contrary, be- 
eaufe a thing ista happen, it cannot liehid trom 
the Divine Providence ; and fo the Neceffity 
flides upon the other fide, it not being neceflary 
that thofe things fhould happen which are fore- 
feen, though it be fo that thofe things fhould 
_befcrefeen which are to happen: And ic is juft 
as if Men bufied themi{elves to enquire which 
thing isthe Caufe of which thing, as whether 
Prefcience be the Caufe of the Neceflity of 

things 
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things to come, or otherwife the Neceffity of 
things to come were the Caufe of Providence. 
But I-fhall now endeavour to evince by Demon- 
ftration, that however the Order of Caufes may 
ftand, the Event of things forefeen is neceflary, 
although Prefcience doth not feem to impofe a 
Neceflity upon: future things to fallout. For 
if a Man fit, the Opinion of him that con- 
jeQtures that he doth fit, muft neceffarily be 
true. And again, on the contrary, if that O- 
pinion be true of any one, becaufe he fits, it is 
of neceffity true that he doth fit. In both of 
thefe then there is a Neceflity lodged ; for in 
one is the Neceffity of Sitting, and in the other 
is that of Truth: But a Man doth not there- 
fore fit becaufe the Opinion of his fitting is. true ; 
but the Opinion is rather true, becaufe the Man 
did fit before. So that although the Caufe of 
Truth arifeth from the other:part, yet there is 
in both a common Neceffity feated. Thus may 
we reafon alfo concerning Providence and fu- 
ture Events: For if therefore becaufe things 
. are future they are forefeen, they are not there- 
fore becaufe they are forefeen to arrive: Never- 
thelefs it is neceflary that things to come 
fhould be forefeen of God; or if forefeen, that 
they fhould happen: and this thing alone is. 
enough to deftroy the Do@&rine of Free-will 
ut how prepofterous a thing is itnow, that 
1e Event of temporalthings {hould be faid to 
be 


LY 
4 I 


R 
t 






B.5. Confolation of Philofopby. 221 
ye the Caufe of eternal Prefcience ? For what 
ther thing is it to imagine that God doth fore- 
ee future things becaufe they are to happen, 
han to imagine that what hath happened be- 
ore hath been the Caufe of God?’s all-fearching 
"Providence? . Add alfo ‘to this, that when £ 
snow that any thing is, it is neceflary that it 
hould be. So. alfo when I know that fuch a 
hing fhall come, that muft of neceflity arrive: 
Hence it therefore follows that the Event of a 
oreknown thing cannot be avoided. Laftly, 
fany Man doth think otherwife of a thing 
han it really is, that is not only not Knowledg, 
out a falfe Opinion, differing far fromthe Truth 
of Knowledg. Wherefore if any thing be-fo 
to come that its Arrival be not certain and ne- 
ceffary, how can it be forefeen that it will'come? 
For as pure Knowledg is not mingled and con- 
founded with Falfity ; foalfo that thing which 
is conceived by it, and.derived from it, can be 
no otherwife than according to its Conception. 
And this is the Caufe that Science abhors Lies 
and Falfity,.and cannot be miftaken in what it 
knows, becaufe it isneceflary that every thing’. 
fhould be foas that comprehends it to be. What 
follows then? In what manner doth God know 
thefe uncertain Contingencies? For if he be- 
lieves that a thing {hall inevitably fall out, 
which poffiblymay not fall out, he is deceived; 
but to believe or to fpeak this, is impioufly to 
s blafoheme: 
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blafpheme. But if Providence difcerneth that 
fo as things are to come, they fhall come; fo 
that he knows that many may or niay not be 
done, what then is this Fore-knowledg, which 
comprehends nothing certain, nothing ftable? 
Or what doth this différ from the ridiculous Di- 
vination of (a) Tirefias ? who faid, Quécquid 
dicam aut evit aut non: All that I fhall fay fhall 
either happen or fhall not: Or how much doth 
Divine Providerice difter from humane Opinion, 
if it make uncertain Judgments of - things, 
as Men do, the Events whereof are not cer- 
tain. But if there can be nothing of Unicer- 
tainty inhim who is the fure Fountain of all 
things, the Event of thofe things muft be cers 
tain which he firmly did know before would 
happen. Whence it follows that Men have no 
Freedom in their Counfels and ACtions; which 
the Divine Mind, forefeeing all things; without 

Fal- 








O nulli quicquam mentite, vides, ut 
Nudus wioplque domum redeam, tevatee 
This Propliet ufed to {peak ambiguoufly, as ochers who pretended 
co that Gift did, and was ufed to fay, Quicquid dicam aut eit, aut 
non « When Aorace in the fame Place ; waist ag Al 
i O Laertiade, qiicquid dicam aut-erit; ait non: 
Divinare etenim magnus mihi donat Apolle. 








B.5. Confolation of Philofophy. 223 


Palfity or Error, doth ftrongly bind, and ne- 
ceflarily oblige to one Event. And if it be once 
granted that there is no Freedom of Will, it is 
very evident how great the Confufion, and 
how mighty the DiftraGtion will be of humane 
Affairs: For in vain are Rewards and Punifh- 
ments propos’d to the Vertuous and Flagitious, 
which have not been deferved by any freeand 
voluntary Motion of theSoul. And that which 
is now adjudged to be the moft juft, will be 
efteemed the moft unequal thing in the World, 
which is, that evil Men fhould be punifhed, 
and the good rewarded, whom their proper 
Will doth not incline either to Vertue or Vice, 
but who are by a certain Neceflity impofed 
upon Futurities, compell’d and thru{t forwards 
towards both. Nor would there be fuch things 
as Vertue or Vice, but rather an undiftinguifh- 
ed Mixture and Confufion of all Rewards. 
And from this alfo it will follow, that fince all 
Order is derived from Providence, and that no- 
thing is left free to the Counfels and Intentions 
of Men, that alfo our Vices fhall be referr’d to 
the Author of all Good, than which no Opinion 
can be more impious. And of this it will alfo 
be a Confequence, that Men fhall have no Rea- 
fon either to hope for any thing from God, or 
to pray to hun: For, for what {hould any Man 
either: hope or pray, firice the Series and the 
unalterable Courfe of Deftiny knitteth all things 
| : together 
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together which are: defirable? Therefore that 
only Commerce.and Alliance which is betwixt 
God and. Men, Imean the Liberty: of Hoping 
and: Praying, fhall be abolifhed, and quite. ex- 
tinguifhed. For at: the juft. Price of Humility 
and Vertue we deferve the ineftimable Reward 
of Divine Grace: And. thefe: are the only 
Means, to wit, Hope and Prayer, » by which’ 
Men feem to have Power to fpeak with Gody 
and to. be advanced. andjoined to the inaccefliz 
ble Light, even before they obtain their Re- 
quefts. And if Men believe that Hope and 
Prayer have no Power,. becaufe of the Neceffix 
ty of future Events, what thing is: there then 
by which we may be united, and mayhold faft 
to God the Prince and Director of all things? 
Wherefore Mankind mutt of neceffity, as thow 
didft fing a little before, be diffevered: and dif 
joined from its Good, and mutt fhrink from its’ 
Beginning. 


METRUM IIL 


Quznam difcors foedera rerum 
Caufa refolvit ? &c. 


Pell we what difagreeing Caufe 
Loofens the Bands, and from their Laws 
All Beings frees ? what powerful Hand 
Doth make the two (e) great Traths contend, — 
ia | Which 
(¢) Great Truths.) They are the Divine Providence, and the 
Free Will of Mans i 
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Which feparate, fubjift, and be, 

Tet when they *ve join'd do difagree ? 

Tell me, can Truths then never differ, 

And do they ftill agree together ? 

The Mind, with Members cloth’d, and N, ight, : 
Can never, with her darkned Sight, i 
Bring the clofe Bonds of things to light. S 
But why doth Man difturb his Mind 

The hidden Notes of Truth to find ? 

Kyows he what he to know defires ? 

Bat who for what ts known inquires ? 

Tf not, what blindly feeks he ? Who 
Wifbeth for that he doth not know? ‘ 
Or in purfuit of it why doth he go? 

Or if he feck, where {ball he find 

The Thing ? of if Chance be fo kind 

To fbew it to him, how {ball he earn 
When found, know what its Form {bould be : 
Or when the Soul doth God behold, 

Can it all Principles unfold ? 

Bat whilft in Flefb it now is hid; 

It doth not quite it felf forget ; 
Wath it the Sums of things remain, 
Though it Particulars doth nok retain: 

Who to feck Truth then doth advance, 

Is not in either Cireumftance : 

For every thing he.knoweth not, 

Nor hath he wholly all forgot : 

But of what to his Thought doth come 

He recolletts and weighs the Sam, 5 
‘iL baet 


a 
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That he may add thofe Parts which he 
Hath loft, to thofe kept in his Memory. 








PROS ATV. 


Phil.” HIS is the old Complaint againft 
Providence, and the Queftion hath 

been much agitated and canvas’d by (f) Marcus 
'T ullivs Cicero, in his Book of Divination ; and 
thou thy felf haft confidered it much and. long, 
and made deep Refearches into it, but it hath 
not yet been diligently and-thorowly determin- 
ed by any of you. And the Caufe of thefe 
Difficulties is, that the Motions of humane Ra- 
tiocination and Difcourfe cannot approach to 
the Purity of the Divine Prefcience, which if 
Men would any way comprehend, there would 
be no doubt or {cruple left: Which Difficulties 
I fhall endeavour to clear to you, and remove, 
when I have explained and anfwered thofe Rea- 
fons by which thou haft beenmoved. For! 
ask why thou doft not think the Reafons of 
thofe who attempt to folve this Queftion effica- 
cious and fatisfatory ; which becaufe they can- 
not maintain that Prefcience is a neceflary 
Caufe of things to come, think that Freewill 
is nothing hindered by Prefcience ? Let meask, 
Ss hidone 





(f) Ma T. Cicero.) Videas lib. 2. dé Divinations, | 
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oft thou draw an Argument of the Neceffity 
of future things from any other Topick than 
this, that thofe things which are foreknown 
cannot but come to pafs? If therefore: Fore- 
knowledg impofeth no Neceffity upon future 
things, as thou thy felf a little before didft con- 
fefs,, what is it which may conftrain the volun- 
tary End of things toa certain Event ? Now 
for Argument-fake, that thou mayft better un- 
derftand what will follow, let us fuppofe thar 
there is no Prefcience: Shall therefore, as much 
J mean asin that lies, thofe things which pro- 
ceed from Free-wall,be confirained to fubmit.to 
the Laws of Neceffity? Bo, No certainly: 
Ph. Let us then again fuppofe that there is fuch 
a thing as Prefcience, but that it doth not bind 
things by Neceflity ;. the {ame entire and abfo- 
Jute Liberty of the Will will; I think, remain: 
But thou wilt fay; that although the Prefeience 
of things to come doth not intimate a Neceffit 

of their coming, yet it is a Sign that they sil 
neceflarily happen. In this manner although 
Prefcience had never been, the Events of future 
things would certainly be neceflary : For eve- 
ry Sign fignificth only what a thing may be, 
but it doth not eect the thing. which it defign- 
eth... Wherefore it mitt firft be demonftrated, 
that nothing happeneth but of Neceffity, that 
jt may appear that Prefcience is,a Sign of that 
Necéffity.  Orherwife if there be no Neceffity ; 


Q.2 ? thac 
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that Fore-knowledg can be: no: Sign of that 
which is not. And now it appears that this 
Proof is fupported await firm Reafon, and not 
by Signs and. Arguments\ drawn from without, 
but from agreeing and neceflary Caufes. » But 
how can it then happen, that thofe things which 
are forefeen fhould not fall out? As if we fhould 
not believe that thofe things will happen which 
Providence foreknows are to come; and that 
we fhould not rather think, that though they 
do-happen, yet there is nothing in ther own 
Nature of Neceffity which makes them. to do 
fo; which thou mayft eafily perceive by what 
I fhall fay. - We fee many things when they are 
done before our Eyes; as what we fee the Chas 
rioteer do in turning and winding of his Chariot 5 
and fo thou may{t imagine it is in all other 
things. Now is.there any Neceffity whicli 
compels thefe things to be done? Bo. Nocer- 
tainly, for the Working and Eitebof Art were 
vain if all things were moved by Compulfion, 
Pé, ‘The things then which are done are under 
no Neceflity that they fhouldbedone ; then firft — 
before they were done, they weretohavear- 
rived -without. Neceflity.. ‘Wherefore fome 
things come to pafs whofe Ends are abfolved 
from all Neceflity : For donot think that any 
Man will fay this, that what is done now, ‘bes — 
fore it was done, was not to have happened: 
‘Phefe things :therefore, although foreknown, 
x Eas have 
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1 


have free Events : For.as the Knowledg of pre- 
fent things doth impofe no Neceflity upon 
things which. are now done, no more dotlithe 
Fore-knowledg of Futurities upon thofe which 
aretocome. But of this very thing thou mayit 
fay there isa doubt, as whether there can be 
-any certain Prenotion of things which have no 
certain and. neceflary Events: for they feem to 
-difcord, fince thou doft think that if they be 
forefeen, they muft neceflarily fall out; and if 
that Neceffity fail, they cannot be forefeen ; and 
that nothing can be comprehended by Science 
but what is certain. And ifthofe things which 
are attended by no certain Event,are forefeen as 
if they werecertain, that would create a Dark- 
nefs and Ob{curity: of Opinion, but not a {tea- 
dy true Knowledg. And thou thinkeft it net 


to.be according to the Integrity and Manner of 


Science, to judg of things otherwife than they 
are. “The Caufe.of which Errof is, that what- 
foever Man knows, he thinks his Knowledg is 
derived from the Power and Nature only of 
that which is known, whilft itis quite the con- 
trary : For every thing which is known, is com- 


3 L > ya m+ i fe oae4 1 ray DAW erat « na By 97 & 
prehended not after the Power and Force of the 
Bee 1. 7 Sigs at Sy Ar Mapa Biv es Pe feral | TZ. 
thine, but rather after the Faculty of the Knows 
i ee a "ee “ : vt ¥ ; 1 
ete And that this-may be cleared by a fhort 
4 1 3s ys ‘4 bs ae a 
Fxample, the Sight doth one way perceive the 
wer a Pey=e "eC D~Aj+ a Fk ada s} 
Loundnefs of a Body, andthe Touch ano- 
« uf » sy Tf * } z a4 Ss ay ay ote « * 
ther. The Eye which is placed at a Diltance 
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beholds the whole together, and comprehend- 
eth it at the fame time with its Rays: But the 
other cleaving and being join’d to the Orb, and 
moving about the Circuit, findeth out the 
Roundnefs by the Parts. And Man himfelf is 
one way looked upon by Senfe, another way by 
the Imagination, another by Reafon, another 
by the Underftanding ; for the Senfe confiders 
the Figureasit is conftituted and dire@ted in the 
fubject Matter: The Imagination judgeth of 
the Figure alone without the Matter: But Rea- 
4 


“fon tranicends the other, and weighs with an 


univerial Confideration the fingle Species; but 
the Eye of the Underftanding foareth higher, 
for it furmounteth the univerfal Bounds, and 
runs diftinétly over the very fimple Form by 
Purity and Subtlety of Thought. Tn which 
that 1s moftly to be confidered, that the fuperi- 
our Power of Comprehending doth embrace 
the inferiour, but the Inferiour can by no means 
mount up to the Superiour : For the Senfe can 
comprehend nothing which is not of Matter, 


nor doth the Imagination regard the univerfal 


Species, nor doth Reafon comprehend the fim- 
ple Form; but the Underftanding which look- 
eth as it were from above, when it hath con- 
ceived the Form, it judgeth alfo of all things 
which are under it, but it knows them in the 
{ame manner by which it comprehended the 
form, which can be known to none 2 the 
i ae other ¢) 
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other: For it knoweth the whole of Reafon, 
the Figure of the Imagination, the fenfible 
Matter, neither ufing Reafon, the Imagination, 
nor the Senfes; but, as I may fay, with one 
Effort of Mind it bringeth all things formally 
within the Compafs of its View. Reafonalfo 
when fhe looketh upon any univerfal thing, 
ufing neither the Imagination nor the Senfes, 
doth yet comprehend all imaginable and fenfi- 
ble things: For it is{he who defineth the Uni- 
verfality of her Conception thus: Man is a ra- 
tional Creature with two Feet ; which though 
it be an univerfal Notion, no one yet ts igno- 
rant of Man’s being an imaginable and fentfible 
thing, which fhe confidereth not by Imaginati- 
on or Senfe, but bya rational Conception. “he 
Imagination alfo, although it deriveth its Pow- 
er of feeing and forming Figures from the 
Senfes, yet in the Abfence, and without the 
Ufe of the Senfes, it confiders and comprehends 
all fenfiblethings, not by a fenfible, but by: an 
imaginative way of Judging. Doft not thou 
fee then, that all things in knowing ufe rather 
their own proper Faculties, than the Force or 
Powersof thofe things whichareto be known? 
Nor is it unreafonable that it fhould be fo; for 
fince every Judgment isthe ACt of the Judger, 
it is neceflary that every one. Should do his own 
Work by. the Help of his own Faculties, and 
not by the Affitance of foreign Power. 

Q 4 .M E- 
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METRUM IV. 


Quondam porticus attulit 
Obfcuros nimium fenes, &¢. 


The (2) Porch did heretofore produce 
A kind of dark Philofophers, 
Who ignorantly did believe 
That all the Images of things, 
Obvious to Senfe, imprinted were 
By outward Objects onthe Mind : 
As heretofore with a fwift Stile 
Men asa on waxen Tables {mooth, 
And free from any Gharatters, 
Letters and Figures to ingrave. 
But by its proper Motions if the Mind: 
Can nothing do, nor yet explain, 
But only paffively doth lie 
From outward Objects taking all 
Idea’s, and its Figures, and prefents, 
Like fome dull Mirror to the Eye, 
The fainter Images of things ; 
Wheice doth the Kpowledg then proceed 
Ui ; By 





(2) The Porch. | There was a Porch in Athens where fome Philo- 
fophers did ‘ufually meer to difpute, and other People to hear 
News. Zé0, amcngft the Antients, was the firft who rook occa- 
fion to teach Philofophy in this Place; from whence his: Difci- 
ples were called Stoicks ; so# in the Greek Language fignifying a 
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By which the Mind doth all things comprehend ? 
Whence is the Force which doth behold 
Each Being then ? or whence is that 
Which doth divide thofe things when known 2 
Or that again which vecolleéts 
Divided things, changing its way 
Alternately, for formetimes it 
Raifeth its Head to higher things, 
Thento the loweft doth defcend ? 
And when @ it felf it doth retura,: 
Confuteth falfe things by the true ? 
This Canfe now efficacious ts, 
More powerful too than that which doth 
Admit the Charatters impre[3rd 
Like fervile Matter ; yet the Senfe, 
Which in the living Body doth remain, 
Doth go before, and doth excite 
And move the Forces of the Mind : 
As when the Light doth ftrike the Eye, 
Or as the Voice doth firike the Ear : 
Then is the Force of Thought awak'd, 
Calls out the Species which it hath within 
It felf, to move about and ad, 
Applies them to the outward Notes, 
Mingling and joining all thofe Images 
Fix’d in it Self in foreign Forms. 
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PROSA V. 


iu UT if in knowing and perceiving of Bo- 

dies, although the Qualities objected 

rom without may affect the Inftruments or Or- 
gans of the Senfes, and the Paffion or Suffering 
of the Body may: go before the Strength and 
Vigour of the a@ting Soul, which may eall 
forth the AG of the Mind or Thought refiding 
within it felf, and may in the mean time excite 
the Forms which lie quietly within: If, I fay, 

_ in the perception of bodily things the Soul 1s 
not by the Impreffion of Paflion made to know 
thefe things, but by. its own Power judgeth of 
the Paffion and Suffering of the Body, how 
much more then fhall thofe things which are 

LT abfolved and free from the Paffions and Affeéti- 

Wa ons of Bodies, and from any Commerce with 

Vy them, not in difcerning, be guided by outward 

ae. Objects, but accomplifh and execute purely the 
1 Aéts of their own Minds and Thoughts © By 

a) this Reafon then there are feveral forts of 

aie Knowing, to feveral and differing Subitances : 

For Senfe, which is alone defticute of all other 
nt Knowledg, is allotted to thofe Creatures which | 

Be |i cannot move; fuch as are Shells of the Sea, and 

An other things which are nourilhed by fticking/to- 

the Rocks. But the imaginative Power is pof- 

| | feffed 


: 
| 
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fefled by Beafts, which can move of them- 
felves, and who {eem to have fome kind of Fa- 
culty of defiring or refufing things; but Reafon 
is the Talent of Mankind alone, as Intelligence 
only appertains to the Divine Nature. Hence 
it 1s that that Knowledg exceeds all other, 
which by its own Nature is not only acquainted 
with the Matter of that which properly be- 
longs to it, but alfo with that which is fubject- 
edtoall others. But how will it then fall out, 
if Senfe and Imagination oppofe and are con- 
trary to Reafon, affirming that that Univerfal 
is nothing which Reafon thinks it fo perfectly 
fees? For Senfe intimates that that whichis 
fenfible and imaginable, cannot be univerfal: 
Then therefore the Judgment of Reafon muft 
be true, that nothing can be fenfible: Or elfe, 
becaufe fhe knows that many things are fub- 
ject to Senfe and Imagination, the Concep- 
tion of Reafon muftbe vain, which confider- 
eth that which is fenfible and fingular as an 
Univerfal. But if Reafon fhould again an- 
fwer to thofe things, and fay, that fhe truly 
comprehends what is fenfible and imaginable 
within the Compafs of Univerfality; bur yet 
fhe cannot afpire to the Knowledg of Uni- 
verfality, becaufe Knowledge of the former 
cannot exceed corporeal Figures: But as to 
the Knowledg of things, we ought to give 
Belief to the more firm’ and perfect Judg- 

| ment 
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ment.of them. In a. Conteft.of this kind 
therefore, ought not we who have in us all 
the Powers of Reafon, Imagination, and Senfe, 
rather to approve and fupport the Caufe of 
Reafon?. Like this it is, when humane Rea- 
fon imagines that the Divine. Underftanding 
beholdeth or knoweth not things to come, 


but juft as they are beheld or known by her. 


For thus thou argueft ; What things do not 
feem to have certain and neceflary Events, they 
cannot be foreknown certainly to happen. » Of 
thefe things therefore there 1s no Fore-know- 
ledg ; or if we believe that there be any, then 
is there nothing which doth not happen of 
Neceflity. If therefore we might have the 
Judgment of the Divine Mind, as we are Par- 
takers of Reafon, we fhould judg as we have 
already, judged, that. Imagination and Senfe 
ought to yield to. Reafon, and alfo judg 
that it is moft juft that humane Reafon ought 


, to fubmit it felf to the Mind of God. . Where- 


fore, if we may, let us advance ‘our felves 


to the Height of the higheft Intelligence, — 


and there Reafon fhall fee that.which fhe 
cannot find in her felf; and that is, in 
what manner the Prefcience of God feeth 
and defineth all things, although they have 
no. certain Event; nor let. this be looked 
upon as an Opinion, but. rather the Puri- 


ty and Simplicity of the Supreme Know- 
ledg, 
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edg, which can be included within no 
Bounds. 


METRUM V. 


Quam variis terras animalia permeant figuris! 
Namg; alia extento funt corpore, pulverema; 
verrunt, &c. 


In Shapes how differing Creatures wander thro the _ 
Earth! 
Some with extended Bodies go, and fweep the Duff, 
And by th’ Impreffion of their Breafts a Furrow make. 
Some beat the yielding winds with nimblene/s of wing, 
And with a moifter Flight {wim through the Air ; 
Some with their Feet affect to pre[s the fofter ground, 
Or in the verdant Meads, or in greenW oods towalk. 
Yet thé thou feeft them differ in their various Forms, 
They do in this together centre and agree, 
That their Looks downward bent,their heavier Senfe 
makes dull. 3 
But Man alone doth raife his noble Head on high, 
Light and erect he ftands,and doth defpife the Earth. 
Thou art admonifb'd by this Figure then, unlefs 
Thy earthly Mind doth thee deceive, that whilft to- 
wards 
The Heavens thy Face thou vaifeft, and thy Fores 
head doft ) 
Advance, thou fhouldft advance thy Mind on high, 
Left whilft thy Body towrds the ftarry Regions looks, 
Thy noble Mind foould tow'rds the Centre be depreft. 
Ce Sonne mein ann DER 
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PROSA VI. 


ae | Phil. Ecaufe therefore, as I have demon- 
i {trated a little before, that every 
ee | thirig which is known, is not by its own Na- 
Nt, ture known, but by that of him. who com- 
rehendeth it, let us now behold, as far as.it 
is lawful for Philofophers, what the Eftate 
is of the Divine Subftance, that we may bet- 
ter {ee what this Knowledg is. . It is the.com- 
mon Judgment then of all thofe who live by 
the Rules of Reafon, that God is Eternal: Let 
us then confider what Eternity 1s, for this 
would lay open. to us, at the fame time; the 
1) Nature of God and his Knowledg.. Eternity 
i therefore is a totaland a perfect Pofleffion of a 
iy Life which fhall never have an End; which 
i} appears more clearly from the Comparifon of 
i temporal things: For whatfoever liveth in 
| time, proceedeth to the prefent, from what is 
paft to what is to come : And there is nothing 
under the Laws of ‘Time, which can at once 
comprehend the whole Space of its Life, . For 
a Man doth not yet poflefs to Morrow; and 
what was Yefterday he hath already loft; and 
Hei in the Life of this Day you live no more bot 
se | as in this paffing and tranfitory fowing Mo- 
ment: Whatever therefore is fubject to.a tem- 
slic peal 
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poral Condition, although, as -dri/fotle thought 
of the World, it never began to be, nor 
fhall ever have end, but its Life fhall be 
drawn out to an Infinity of Time, yet it is 
not that which Men may rightly judg to be 
Eternal: for although it comprehends the 
Space of an infinite Life; yet it doth not 
embrace altogether at the fame time; for it 
wants the future things which are not yet ar- 
rived. Whatfoever then comprehends and 
poffeffes together, and at the fame time the 
Fulnefs of an endlefs Life, which wants nothing 
of Futurity, and from which nothing that is 
paft is efcaped, ought juftly to be efteemed 
Eternal: For it is neceflary that that fhould 
always be prefent to it felf, and Mafter of it 
felf, and that it have always with it the In- 
finity of movable Time. ‘Therefore they err, 
who when they heard that Plato believed 
that this World neither had Beginning, ‘nor 
fhall have End, in this manner they make 
that which is created, Coeternal with its Crez- 
tor: For it is one thing to be led on through 
an interminable Life, which P/ato granted 
to the World, and another to comprehend at 
the fame time together the Prefence of fuch 
an one, which it is manifeft is only proper 
toGod. Nor ought it to. feem to us that God 
is antienter than the created World by quan- 
tity ef Time, bur rather by the fimple Pro- 


priety 































Hy 240 Borrtius of the Bg: 
vy . priety of tus Nature. The infinite Motior 
i of temporal things imitates the prefent State of 
Wh immovable Life : and fince it can neither coun- 
r terfeit nor equal it, from Immobility i pafferh 
ay | into Motion; from the Simplicity ‘of a pre- 
vee fent, it goeth into an infinite Quantity of fu- 
ture and paft’ Time: And fince it cannot toge- 
ther poflefs the Fulnefs of it felf; yet in this, 
vit fince it never ceafeth in fome meafure to be; 
ey i it feems faintly to.emulate that, to whofe Per- 
We feCtion it cannot attain, and which it cannot 
fully exprefs, binding it felf to: fome kindof 
Prefence of this {mall and fwift Moment } 
which, becaufe it bears fome Refemblance of 
that durable and prefent Time, it giveth to 
thofe things to which it happens a feeming: 
Exiftence. And becaufe this fimall Moment 
1 may not {tay, itdoth therefore proceed in the 
if | infinite way of Time. And hence itis that it 
vy continues it felf in Progreffion, to the Fulnefs 
ef which it could not attain by being fixed: 
If then we would, following PJato, impofe 
Names futable to things, let us fay; that God 
is only Eternal, and the World 1s Perpetual. 
Since then every Judgment. comprehends thofé 
things which are fubjc&t to it, according to “its 
Hi own Nature, there muit always be allowed 
aa to God an eternal arid ever-prefent State! His 
bE ah | Knowledg alfo exceeding all the: Motioris of 
| ‘Time, remaineth in the Putenefs and Siniplis 
. e1ty 
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city of its Prefence, containing the infinite 
Spaces of prefent and paft Time, and confider- 
eth all things by the Purity of that Know- 
ledg, as if they were now doing. If there- 
fore thou wouldit rightly confider of that 
Prefcience by which he fore-knoweth all things, 
thou fhalt not efteem it as a Fore-knowledg 
of what is to come, but more rightly thou 
wilt find it to be the Knowledg of the pre- 
fent, and never failing NOW. ‘Therefore it is 
not to be called Previdentia, but rather Pro- 
videntia; which being placed far above all in- 
feriour things, doth as it were behold all from 
the very Heights of the World. What is it 
then that thou wouldit have, that thefe things 
fhould be attended by a neceflary Event, 
which are view’d by the Divine Eye, fince 
Men do not make thofe things necefiary which 
they behold? For doth thine Eye which be- 
holdeth a prefent thing, add any thing of WNe- 
ceffity to it? Bo. No, it dothnot. Ph, But 
if Men do make a juft Comparifon betwixt 
the Divine and Humane Prefcience, then as you 
fee fomething by your temporal one, God 
feeth all things by his eternal one, ‘Therefore 
this Divine Fore-fight doth not change the 
Nature and Property of things, but only be- 
holds thofe things as prefent to him, which 
fhall in time be produced: Nor doth it con- 
found the Judgement of things, but pe 

| eth 
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eth at one View what is. neceflarily, and 
what is not. neceflarily to. arrive. So you, 
when at the fame time you feea Man walk 
upon the Earth, and the Sun to rife in the 





Heaven, although both were feen at the fame | 


time, yet you difcern and judg that the Acti- 
on of the one was voluntary, and that of. the 
other was a neceflary one: So therefore the 


Fye ot God. looking down and_ beholding all, 


is 


~—— 
a 


things under him, doth not at. all difturb the! : 


Qualities of things, which to him are prefent, 
but, in refpect of ‘Time, to you are future. 


Hence it is that this 1s not an Opinion,. but a | 


certain Knowledg grounded upon Truth, that 
whea God Enoweth that any thing 1s to be, 
at the fame time he knoweth, it not to be un- 
der a Neceflity of exifting.. And here if:thou 
fayft, that, what God doth: forefee fhall hap- 


Neceflity come to pafs, and fo muft bind. me 
to a Neceffity:. I will contefs that this. is\a 
moft folid “Truth, but it is fuch an one ‘that 


{carce any one can attain to, unlefs he be ac-: 


quainted with the Mind of God. For I will 
anfwer thee thus; That the Thing which. is 
to.arrive, being referr’d to. the Divine Know- 


ledg, becomes neceflary ; but if it be taken ac- 


cording to its own Nature, it feems altoge- 
tier abfolute and free: For there..are: two 


kinds 
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kinds of Neceffities ; one fimple, as that it is 
neceffary for all Men to die; the other is con-. 
ditional, as if thou knoweft any one doth walk, 
it is neceflary that he do walk. What then any 
one knows, it cannot be otherwifethan it is 
known to be : But this Condition doth not at all 
draw that fimple one along with it. For its pro- 
per Nature doth not conftitute this Neceffity, 
put the Addition of the Condition: For no 
Neceflity compels a Man to walk, who walks 
voluntarily, although it muft be necelary that 
te fhould walk when Ke doth. Therefore, in 
he fame manner, if Providence feeth any thing 
srefent, it is neceflary that it fhould be, al- 
hough in its own Nature there be nothing to 
onftitute that Neceflity: but all Futurities, 
which proceed-from Free-will, God fees as 
wefent to him. ' Thefe things therefore, Re- 
ation being had to the Divine Sight, are made 
eceflary by the Condition of the Divine 
<nowledg ; but being confidered by them- 
elves, they do not recede from the abfolute 
iiberty of their Nature. All things there- 
ore fhall come to pafs, which God forefees 
hall have a Being, but many of them pro- 
eed from Free-will; which, although the 
lo happen, yet they do not by exifting lote 
ny thing of their Nature; by which it was 
i their Power before they did happen, ‘not to 
avé happened. Bo. What then, is it to the 
Raeaer pur- 
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Hi purpofe if things be not neceffary in their own 
qd Nature, fince by the Condition of the Di- 
et vine Knowledg they fall out together,’ as 
AY if they lay under a Neceffity? Pd. This ts the 
Ha Difference, that thofe things which a little 
Wi ; before I propofed to thee, to wit, the Sun 
hit rifing, and a Man going, which, when they 
An are done, cannot but be done: But yet it was 
Hi neceflary that one of thefe before it was done 
ee i fhould exift, but it was not fo with the other. 
Ve So then thofe things which God doth fee at pre- 
fent, do without doubt exift; but fome of 
them proceed from the Nature of things, as is’ 
inftanced in the rifing of the Sun; and others 
from the Will and Power of the Doer, as 1t 
is in the other Inftance, Bo. Therefore I did 
| not fay amifs when I faid, that fome things, 
We being referred to the Divine Knowledg, are 
iY neceflary ; but if confidered by themfelves, 
ae they are abfolved from the Bonds of Necefli. 
ih ty. ‘Jult as every thing which is an Object 
a of the Senfes, if it be confidered by Reafon, 
| it is univerfal; but if by it felf, itis fingular, | 
| But thou mayft fay, that if it be in my Pow- 
a cx to change my purpofe, I fhall deftroy Pro. 
i vidence, and make it to fignify nothing, if 
i perchance I fhould change that which fhe 
Me | hath forefeen. Ph. Thus I will anfwer thee, 
Ae That thou may{t perchance alter thy purpofe ; 
we || but becaufe the prefent Truth of the Divine 
4d Sihabpte:s | eto ammeaee seer isd eh 2 Pros 
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Providence forefeeth that thou mayft change 
it; but whether thou doft it or not, or which 
way foever thou mayft turn it, thou canft not 
avoid the Prefcience of God; no more than 
thou canft fly from the Sight of his Eye, al- 
though by the Freedom of thy Will thou 
doft turn thy felf to never fo great a Diver- 
fity of ACtions. But what then mayft thou 
fay? Shall. the Divine Knowledg be changed 
according to the Mutability of my Difpofiti- 
on; fothat when I would now do that, and 
‘now do this, that alfo fhould feem to vary 
its turns of Knowing? No certainly ; for the 
Divine Eye foreruns all future things, and re- 
turns and brings them back to the Prefence 
of God’s proper Knowledg. Nor doth he, 
as thou thinkeft, change his turns of Fore- 
knowing, now this, now that; but he re- 
mains fixed, and at once forefees and compre- 
hends all the Variations and Changes. Which 
prefent Faculty of comprehending and fee- 
ing ail things, God doth not receive from the 
Events of future things, but fron: the proper 
Simplicity of his own Nature. Hence alfo 
that is refolved which thou didft lay down 
a little: before, which was, that it is unfit to - 
be thought that our future Actions and Events 
are the Caufes of the Prefcience of God: For 
this Strength of the Divine Mind which em- 
braceth and comprehends all things with a 
ee | prefent 
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prefent Knowledg, hath it felf appointed a 
Method‘ and Bounds to all things, and is not 
beholden to Futurities. Since then thingsare 
thus, there remains to Menan inviolable Free- 
dom of Will. Nor are the Laws to blame 
when they propofe Rewards and Punifhments 
to thofe whofe Wills are free from the Yoke of 
Neceffity. That God alfo who foreknow- 
eth all things remains above, and the always- 
prefent Eternity of his Sight agreeth with the 
future Quality of our Actions, difpenfing Re- 
wards to good, and Punifhments to evil 
Men: - Nor are our Hopes and Prayers lodged 
and addreffed to God'‘in vain, which when 
they are fincere and honeft cannot be unfuc- 
cefsful, nor without Effect. Hate Vuce then, 
and turn from it; love, honour and adore 
Vertue; advance your Minds and Thoughts 
to the trueft Hope, and let your humble 
Prayers mount on high: for there is a great 
Neceffity of being good and vertuous im- 
pofed upon you, if you will not difiemble, 
fince you act in the Sight of a Judg that feeth 
all things. | 


<n ed 


The End of the Fifth and laft Book. 
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r.pulchratu. P.67.1. 8. r. Natures. P.7t.1.3. vr. craving. 1. 28.F. 
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midum. P.109.1.13. dele the laft asd. P. 110.1. 20.f. bas r. hice 
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I. 5. dele juf. P.191.1.24.f. wasn. us. P. 208. 1, 29. f. Gardins r. 
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